
Y9 Specialism 

Scheme What are they 
learning? 

Why are they learning it? HOW will it help in the 
real world? 
  

Does it fit with the school 
INTENT statement at all? 
How? 

How will it link to future 
learning? 

Introduction to 
Ethics. 
How do we 
know right from 
wrong? 

Introduction to ethics 
through contemporary 
world issues such as 
poverty, the 
environment, drugs 
and medical ethics.  

Students continue to 
develop their understanding 
of moral issues present in 
society and can continue to 
develop their ideas around 
these. Can continue to 
develop debating skills.  

Debating skills 
Developing an argument 
Active listening and 
speaking skills 
Healthy discussion/debate 
Morals and empathy 

Confident, independent 
individuals who are able to 
live safe, healthy and 
fulfilling lives.  
Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a 
positive contribution to 
society.  

Links with the GCSE matters of 
life and death.  

Animal Rights 
Should animals 
have the same 
rights as 
humans? 

Students will continue 
to explore ethical 
issues through animal 
rights.  

Students continue to 
develop their understanding 
of moral issues present in 
society and can continue to 
develop their ideas around 
these. Can continue to 
develop debating skills.  

Debating skills 
Developing an argument 
Active listening and 
speaking skills 
Healthy discussion/debate 
Morals and Empathy 

Confident, independent 
individuals who are able to 
live safe, healthy and 
fulfilling lives.  
Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a 
positive contribution to 
society.  

Links with the GCSE matters of 
life and death.  

Evil & Suffering 
Can a person be 
born evil? 

Students will explore 
evil and suffering and 
build upon their 
understanding from 
Year 7 about evil and 
where religious people 
think evil comes from.  

Students continue to 
develop their understanding 
of moral issues present in 
society and can continue to 
develop their ideas around 
these. Can continue to 
develop debating skills.  

Debating skills 
Developing an argument 
Active listening and 
speaking skills 
Healthy discussion/debate 
Morals and Empathy 

Confident, independent 
individuals who are able to 
live safe, healthy and 
fulfilling lives.  
Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a 

Prepares them for Challenges to 
religion unit and why some 
people do not believe or lose 
faith. Link with the GCSE 
Christians beliefs unit 



 

positive contribution to 
society.  

Sikhism 
What are Sikh 
beliefs and 
practices 

Introduction to Sikhism 
and the main practices 
and beliefs of Sikhism 

Large Sikh community in 
Leeds and school. 
Understand how religion 
impacts a person’s life from 
a Sikh prospective 

Explore faith and ideas 
from a Dharmic religion 

Our vision is one that 
seeks to support and 
develop students’ thinking 
on relevant issues of living 
in modern Britain 

Personal development. Doesn't’t 
necessarily link with future 
learning however it important for 
pupils to have a broad curriculum 
and explore all major world faith. 
Develop respect and 
understanding of others. 

Philosophy of 
religion 
How do people 
experience God 
on earth? 

Introduction to 
Philosophy. 
Students will continue 
to explore beliefs 
about God and how 
God works on earth.  
Students will be able to 
critically analyse stories 
of revelation, miracles 
and visions.  

Students can develop an 
understanding and 
appreciation for religious 
thought and continue to 
develop ideas about how 
religion can impact a 
person’s life.  

Debating skills 
Developing and argument 
Active listening and 
speaking skills 
Healthy discussion/debate 

Our vision is one that 
seeks to support and 
develop students’ thinking 
on relevant issues of living 
in modern Britain 

Foundations to GCSE RE. Allows 
students to explore how religion 
impacts a person’s life.  
Introduction to GCSE style 
debating and evaluation.  

Challenges to 
religion 
Is religion still 
relevant in 
today’s society? 

Exploring how religion 
impacts the UK and if 
the UK can still be 
considered a religious 
country. 
Exploring new 
movements such as 
Humanism. 

Students can explore how 
religion has impacted society 
in the past and the impact it 
has currently.  

Debating skills 
Developing and argument 
Active listening and 
speaking skills 
Healthy discussion/debate 

Our vision is one that 
seeks to support and 
develop students’ thinking 
on relevant issues of living 
in modern Britain 

Good foundations for GCSE by 
exploring 
Humanism/Atheism/Agnosticism. 
GCSE Christian beliefs about evil 
and suffering 


