
Y9 – Photography 

Throughout each project covered in year 9 students will be expected to further their knowledge of photographers, artists  and cultures. Have an experience 
of the creative process, developing ideas and know how of appropriate materials and techniques. 

Scheme What are they learning? Why are they learning it? 

HOW will it help in the real 
world? 

 

Does it fit with the school 
INTENT statement? If so, 

how? 

How will it link to future 
learning? 

Term 1 

Close up 

 

ABSTRACT 

TEXTURES 

COLOUR 

 

 

 

Camera Controls, Modes and 
Functions – Focus, ISO, 
Aperture and Shutter Speed 

 

How to combine lighting, 
camera techniques and 
Photoshop skills to explore 
Abstract, Texture and Colour 
themes. 

 

How to see the world in close 
up and to develop The 
photographic language of 
Macro imagery. 

 

 

To develop a basic 
understanding of Camera skills 

Importing and exporting 
images 

Macro mode 

Aperture priority 

Landscape mode 

Focal points etc. 

 

 

Students will be able to use the 
camera settings effectively to 
suit their photo shoots and 
achieve arrange of effects: 

Focus, ISO, Aperture and 
Shutter Speed 

 

. 

To develop an aesthetic 
appreciation of and a wider 
view of the world. 

 

Developing practical camera 
craft as well as analytical 
skills. 

 

Develop IT skills 

Encourage creative individual 
& reflective learners. 

 

Respect the views & opinions 
of others. 

 

Responsible citizens. 

 

Stretch & challenge all students 
from all backgrounds. 

Exploring materials (editing 
techniques) 

Developing ideas 

Exploring and analysing 
Research skills 

Written work & Photographic 
terminology 

Presentation skills 



To explore and develop the 
use of imagery and 
photographic terminology and 

Camera skills. 

Term 2 

Portraits 
SELFIES 

CARICATURE 

LOW KEY 

HI KEY 

 

To explore different genres of 
portraiture photography. 

 

To further develop Photoshop 
editing knowledge. 

To explore colour, black and 
white, composition and poses. 

To learn the uses of light 
modifiers. 

 

Further develop Camera 
Settings and skills. Such as 
Aperture priority, F-Stops and 
manual focus. 
 

How to use the lighting studio 
to develop an understanding 
and appreciation of lighting. 

To explore various 
photographers and 
practitioners of Portraiture 

 

To create a baseline for all 
Yr9 students to recognise the 
basics of portraiture. 

Portrait mode 

Posing models  

 

To further develop basic, know 
how in Lighting and camera 
skills- building on knowledge 
developed in the close-up 
scheme of work. 

  

To explore the use of lighting 
diffusers, backgrounds and 
reflectors in a studio setting. 

 

To develop and explore ways 
to use drawing as part of 
photo montage photographic 
portraits. 

To develop an appreciation of 
wider view of Portraiture and 
culture through research. 

 

Developing practical camera 
craft and lighting techniques as 
well as analytical skills. 

 

Developing IT Skills 

 

 

Encourage creative individual 
& reflective learners. 

 

Respect the views & opinions 
of others. 

Responsible citizens. 

Stretch & challenge all students 
from all backgrounds. 

Exploring materials. 

Developing ideas. 

Exploring and analysing. 
Research skills. 

Written work & Photographic 
terminology. 

Presentation skills. 



both Fine art painters and 
Photographers. 

 

To develop initial researching 
skills & how to annotate and 
analyse other artists’ and 
photographers' work. 

 

Term 3 

Surrealism 

Fantastic & 
Strange 

PHOTO-
MANIPULATION 

 

 

To explore Surrealism & image 
manipulation in the 
photographic world 

 

To explore the historical 
context of Surrealism through 
art. 

 

To learn how to import several 
images and combine them to 
create a single surreal 
composition. 

 

Explore Photoshop layering 
and blending techniques. 

 

  

 

To further develop essential 
editing knowledge using 
Adobe Photoshop. 

 

Such as: 

Layering techniques 

Magic wand tool 

Eraser tool 

Blending modes 

Creating multi-layer 
compositions 

 

To recognise the visual and 
technical elements needed for 
Photographic manipulation. 
Explore and develop the use 
of imagery and photographic 
terminology.  

To develop essential research 
knowledge. 

 

To develop a creative 
appreciation and a wider view 
cultural and historical theory 
and understanding 

Developing practical editing 
techniques as well as analytical 
skills. 

 

Develop IT skills 

 

Encourage creative individual 
& reflective learners. 

 

Respect the views & opinions 
of others. 

Responsible citizens. 

Stretch & challenge all students 
from all backgrounds. 

Exploring different Photoshop 
tools and techniques. 

Developing more creative 
ideas. 

Exploring and analysing. 
Research skills. 

Written work & Photographic 
terminology. 

Presentation skills. 



 
 

 

To produce a more detailed 
analysis of photography 
Surreal research. 

 

      


