
Y8 

Scheme What are they learning? Why are they learning it? HOW will it help in the 
real world? 
  

Does it fit with the 
school INTENT 
statement at all? 
How? 

How will it link to future learning? 

Religion & 
Community 
Cohesion 
What impact for 
religion have on 
modern 
society? 

Ethical issues such as 
homophobia, racism, 
gender discrimination 
and anti-Semitism.  
They will explore these 
issues from non-religious 
and religious view 
points.  

Current issues in today’s society. 
Chance to explore their views 
and the views of others on 
issues in society.  
Bringing the teachings/beliefs 
from Year 7 to life.  

Allows students to 
develop their own ideas 
around current issues 
and be able to debate in 
a healthy way.  

Our vision is one 
that seeks to 
support and develop 
students’ thinking 
on relevant issues of 
living in modern 
Britain 

Links with the GCSE unit and the 
ethics units of work.  
Many of the issues in this unit are 
further explore in wider world in 
Y9. Prepares them for those 
lessons. Personal development 
also – important social issues such 
as women’s rights, anti-Semitism, 
Human rights etc need to be 
studies. 

Traditions 
How do people 
celebrate 
different events 
around the 
world? 

Allows students to 
explore celebrations and 
differentiate between 
religious and cultural 
celebrations. Allows 
students to explore their 
own celebrations and 
share their ideas.  

Important for students to 
understand how religion 
impacts a person’s life and how 
religions celebrate different 
stages in a person’s life. Some 
festival & celebrations are lost 
in modern society (Christmas 
etc). Allows students to 
understand the early influence 
on some modern day festivals. 
Personal development – 
important to learn about non 

Students gain an 
understanding of 
secularism and the 
impact this has on 
religion. Personal 
development – 
important to learn about 
non mainstream 
traditions and practices. 

Our vision is one 
that seeks to 
support and develop 
students’ thinking 
on relevant issues of 
living in modern 
Britain 
Global citizens 

Personal development. Doesn't’t 
necessarily link with future 
learning however it important for 
pupils to have a broad curriculum 
and learn about non mainstream 
traditions and practice. Develop 
respect ad understanding of 
others 



 

mainstream traditions and 
practices. 

Buddhism 
Is Buddhism a 
religion? 

Introduction to 
Buddhism and the main 
practices and beliefs of 
Buddhists in modern 
society.  
Does a religion need to 
have a supreme being? 

Comparison unit with other 
religions, students can compare 
and contrast with the 
Abrahamic religions but also 
Hinduism.  Major world faith. 

Explore faith and ideas 
from an alternative 
religion.  
Students gain an 
understanding of how 
religion can impact a 
persons life from a 
Buddhist perspective.  

Our vision is one 
that seeks to 
support and develop 
students’ thinking 
on relevant issues of 
living in modern 
Britain. 
Global citizens.  

Partially Personal development. 
Doesn't’t necessarily link with 
future learning however it is 
important for pupils to have a 
broad curriculum. Primary schools 
do not need to teach Buddhism – 
so some students will never have 
studied it before. 


