
6th Form 
At Ralph Thoresby School we will always do our best to cater for the varying needs of our cohorts. With this in mind. we decide on our 6th form course offer based on the needs 
of each cohort that choices to study music at Ralph Thoresby School. We offer the following courses, and choice one based on the abilities and aspirations of our students: 
 

 AQA A-level music 
 RSL Vocational Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma 

 
On occasion, we have been able to run both courses concurrently – this, again, is based on the specific needs of each cohort.  

AQA A-LEVEL MUSIC 

Scheme What are they learning? Why are they learning it? Does it fit with the school 
INTENT statement? If so, how? 

How will it link to 
future learning? 

Appraising 
Music 
40% 

Students study 3 areas of study. The first is a 
mandatory area of study: The Western Classical 

Tradition 1650-1910 – focussing on the Baroque Solo 
Concerto (3 works) and the Romantic Piano Music of 

Chopin, Brahms and Grieg.  
Students also select two optional areas of study from 

the following list: Pop music, Music for media,  Music for 
theatre, Jazz, Contemporary traditional music, Art music 

since 1910. 
Students will study all 3 areas of study in order that 

they are able to answer questions based on unfamiliar 
music extracts in the listening section of the final exam. 
Student will also develop musical theory and analysis 

know how so that they are able to analyse and 
comment on specific musical sections.  

Listening to a wide range of music is 
important for any musician. Students will 
listen to and study a variety of music in 

order that they develop a greater 
appreciation and understanding of 

different musical forms.  
Students will develop theory and 

analysis abilities that will enable them to 
grapple with more complex musical 
structures and devices that will allow 

them to develop a higher appreciation 
of performance and composition 

Students will benefit from the 
wide range of music studied. They 
will learn about different forms 

and styles that will inspire 
students’ curiosity through a 

range of practical applications. 
Students will have to study and 

learn a great deal of music 
within their set works, this will 

allow for the development of 
memory and recall through 

application of knowledge. It also 
develops skills and reading and 

use of specific vocabulary. 

Students who go on to 
study music and 

university will have a 
developed an 
excellent, well-
rounded musical 

knowledge through the 
A-level music course. 
Students will be able 
to go on to further 

study music 
academically or move 
on to develop more 

practical based 
abilities in 

performance and or 
composition.  

Performance 
35% 

Students will continue to develop their musical 
performing abilities throughout the duration of the 

course, culminating in a performance 
examination/recital that is of at least 10 minutes in 

length.  

Any musician should be proficient in one 
area of performance, whether through 

traditional means or through technology. 
Students will develop a greater 

awareness of performance and audience 
throughout the course that will allow 

them to grow as well-rounded musicians.  

Performance practice will 
develop creative, confident, 
independent and reflective 

learners. They will be successful 
and enjoy learning, making 

progress and achieving 
collaboratively.  

Composition 
25% 

Students will study composition and demonstrate their 
skills through 2 compositions. The first composition is a 

free choice composition and then second is a 
compositional to an externally set brief by the exam 

board.  

Students will develop a higher level of 
compositional understanding that 

incorporates the use of more advanced 
compositional techniques. These 

techniques are also studied through the 
set work analysis. Students demonstrate 

their understanding of their musical 
analysis studies through their 

compositions.  

Composition practice will develop 
creative, confident, independent 
and reflective learners. They will 

be successful and enjoy 
learning, making progress and 

achieving. 



RSL L3 SUBSIDIARY DIPLOMA 
Scheme What are they learning? Why are they learning it? Does it fit with the school INTENT 

statement? If so, how? 
How will it link to future 

learning? 

Core Unit – 
Rehearsal 

skills and Live 
Music 

Performance 
 

30/90 
Credits 

The exam will provide a theme and brief for this core unit. 
Students will work collaboratively in 4 stages to: 

 
Plan the rehearsal process for a live music performance 

linked to a given brief. 
Prepare for the performance over a period of several 

weeks, demonstrating their knowledge of how to effectively 
rehearse and work collaboratively on a musical project. 
Perform the event live to an audience and their tutor, 

demonstrating their skills as performers. 
Evaluate and reflect on the whole process, demonstrating 

their ability to analyse their own musical progress, strengths 
and areas for improvement. 

Any musician wishing to should be proficient 
should have experience in event planning, 

rehearsing and performing to a live 
audience. Students will develop a greater 

awareness of performance and the 
audience, allowing them to grow as well-

rounded and reflective musicians based on 
real musical experiences. 

Performance preparation and 
practice will develop creative, 
confident, independent and 

reflective learners. They will be 
successful and enjoy learning, 
making progress and achieving 

collaboratively. 

Students who go on to 
study music and university 

will have a developed 
an excellent, well-
rounded musical 

knowledge through the 
RSL music course. 

Students will be able to 
go on to further study 
music academically or 

move on to develop more 
practical based abilities 
in performance and or 

composition. Students will 
have also laid the 

foundation to propel 
them into a career in 

music. 

Core Unit – 
Planning for 
a Career in 

Music 
 

15/90 
Credits 

Students will identify the key skills and knowledge required 
to be successful in specific roles and disciplines within the 

music industry. Students will self-assess and reflect on their 
own suitability for these roles based on the knowledge and 

skills (both musical and non-musical) required. 
 

Through there research, students will map out a personal 
career plan for themselves, planning for progress in relation 

to a specific industry role that they are interested in. 

In order to have successful career in the music 
industry, (regardless of role) music 

professionals need to have a clear vision for 
their path towards success. It is also essential 
that students identify their own strengths and 
areas for improvement in order to develop 
effectively, so that they are fully prepared 

for their chosen career path in music. 

Planning for a career in music will 
develop ambitious, creative, 
confident, independent and 

reflective learners. They will be 
aspirational and enjoy learning, 
making progress and achieving 

their career goals. 

Additional 
Optional 

Units 
 

45/90 

The remaining 45 credits of the course will be obtained 
through the completion of other units that that student and 
tutor choose and agree upon, based the student’s musical 

strengths, interests and goals. 
There are a huge variety of optional units that students can 

undertake. Popular units have included: 
 

Composing Music for Film and Documentary 
Composing Music (Styles) 
Composing Music (Solo) 
Music Event Management 
Live Sound Engineering 

Working as a Session Musician 
Understanding Musical Influences 

Improving Instrumental Performance 
Arranging Music 
Sequencing Music 
Music Dissertation 
Music Marketing 
Music Promotion 

Music Improvisation 

These units seek to develop learners in their 
musical specialisms based on their own 

interests, giving them a unique and tailored 
musical learning experience. 

 
This will prepare students for the next stages 
in their musical journey. Through the study of 

various musical disciplines, students will 
develop practical, theoretical and career 

relevant knowledge.  

All units covered will develop 
creative, confident, independent 

and reflective learners. They will be 
successful and enjoy learning, 

making progress and achieving, 
both collaboratively and 

independently. 


