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INTRODUCTION
As students enter the final phase of their Key Stage 3 studies, we are delighted to be able to offer information
to support the hugely important decisions that those in Year 8 will soon take.
This ‘Course Handbook’ has been designed to explain the innovative curriculum our students will follow in year 9
and then into Key Stage 4. The handbook describes the content, assessment and opportunities that underpins
each of the ‘core’ and ‘specialism’ subjects.
Students will choose subjects to take into year 9 and then continue into key stage 4 in years 10 and 11. Year 9 is
our ‘transitional year', students will begin to develop skills and knowledge that are required for success at key
stage 4, without starting course content. The idea is that students can develop a real love for their subjects and
have the opportunity to explore each subject in greater breadth, without the pressures of examinations and lots
of course content to get through. Students will also study an enrichment curriculum called 'The Wider, Modern
World', for more information please turn to page 5.
However, the handbook only forms one part of the support that students will receive. Students will be able to
find out more in the following ways:
•

Individual discussions with teachers, subject leaders, Mr Hackshaw (Deputy Headteacher), Ms Caswell
(Deputy Headteacher), Year Managers or Careers Advisor and Mrs Scargill (SENCO).

•

Mentor time

•

Assembly

•

Parent/Carer drop in sessions (please contact Mr Hackshaw to arrange).

It is vitally important that students and parents/carers read this handbook carefully and contact school as soon as
possible if more information is required.
Parents and students will receive information on how to apply for different options, using our online system, at
the Y8 Options Evening. You will need to complete your choices by the date set out in your pathway guide - this
is usually toward the end of March each year. Remember that late applications will only be processed after all
other choices have been considered!

RTS 7-11 Curriculum

Our Y9 Curriculum - in 3 parts:
Some
specialisms
chosen

GCSE / Vocational
content begins

Specialisms Curriculum

Transition

Y7

Y8
KEY STAGE 3

Y9

Core Curriculum

Y10

Y11

KEY STAGE 4

The Wider, Modern
World Curriculum
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GUIDED PATHWAYS
In the remaining periods, students
are given some choices about the
subjects that they study. These
choices can be difficult to make
and in order to support students,
they will be guided into one of
three different routes before they
make their choices.
The initial decision about the
allocation of a student to a
particular route will be made using
information about their
achievement and progress during
years 7 and 8. Key members of
staff will advise on these decisions
before students are informed. If
students and their parents/carers
are unsure about the allocation to
a particular route, they should
contact Ms Hackshaw to arrange a
telephone or face to face meeting.
We firmly believe that individual
students do better with different
styles of curriculum. In particular,
some students will do better with
vocational courses in their
curriculum. These courses have
certain advantages:
•

Flexibility in the timing and style of
assessment

•

Clear relevance to the real world
outside school

•

Emphasis on practical skills and
useful knowledge

The three routes are summarised
below:
EBACC
Students who follow this route will
study the core curriculum plus a
choice of FOUR specialisms. One of
these MUST be a Language subject,
and one MUST be a Humanities
subject, either Geography or History.
This Pathway will give students a
broad academic education. It is
designed for those students who
thrive on the challenge of following a
wide range of GCSE subjects and who
can be successful through the
traditional academic route.
Students can achieve the equivalent
of 9 - 10 GCSEs (or equivalent) at
grades 9 - 1 by the end of Year 11.
Progression from this route Post 16 is
to either academic or vocational
Advanced Level courses at school or
at college.

CORE
Students who follow this pathway
will follow the core curriculum,
plus a choice of FOUR
specialisms. Students MUST
choose one humanities subject,
either Geography or History, OR a
languages subject, either French,
German, or Spanish.
This pathway will give students the
option of taking a range of GCSEs
subjects or a combination of GCSE
and vocational qualifications.
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Students can achieve 8-10 GCSE
(or equivalent) qualifications at
grades 9 - 1 by the end of Year 11.
Progression from this route Post 16
is to either academic or vocational
Advanced Level courses at school
or at college.
FOUNDATION
Students who follow this pathway
will follow the core curriculum plus
a choice of up to THREE
specialism subjects.
Students can achieve up to 9
GCSE (or equivalent) qualifications
at grades 9 - 1 by the end of Year
11.
Post 16 progression from this route
is into further education at school
or college to gain higher level
qualifications, or into further
training.
Making an informed choice of
subjects is very important.
Students are strongly encouraged
to talk to subject teachers, family
and friends as well as students
presently in years 10 and 11 about
their choices.

Further Information
Contact: Mr Hackshaw at school
Tel: 0113 3979911
Email:
shackshaw@ralphthoresby.com

THE WIDER,
MODERN WORLD (1900 -2020)
The Wider, Modern World curriculum exists throughout the course of Year 9. It is an opportunity for all
students to continue to study a broad range of subjects, completing all aspects of the national curriculum
in Year 9 and going beyond it.
The Wider, Modern World curriculum will explore the key defining themes of the 20th and early 21st
centuries, giving students a holistic understanding of the world we live in today. This exciting,
multi-disciplinary curriculum will be project based and linked across each of the areas studied. This will allow
for cross-curricular thinking and the development of a powerful knowledge base, that will support students in
the transition from key stage 3 into key stage 4 at Y10 and Y11.
•

The arts section will be on a carousel rotation, with each subject taking place across a whole term.
Students will study art, music and drama from the period studied (1900-2020) and make key links with
other curriculum areas. For example, the artistic Dada movement and how it relates to historical events in
the early 20th century.

•

The humanities section will feature all 3 disciplines (geography, history, religious education). The
curriculum will explore 20th Century history alongside key Geographical themes and the development of
world religion during this period. For example, students will gain an understanding of the geography,
history and religious complexity of the middle east and the influence of this region on the wider world.

•

The Modern Foreign Languages section will feature an opportunity to continue learning a language taken
in Y7-8 and develop practical conversational skills. Alongside further development of a modern foreign
language (French, German or Spanish), students will also gain an insight into the culture of France,
Germany or Spain. For example, students taking the Spanish Language and Culture option will gain an
understanding of modern Spanish history, geography, art and technology. For some students, there will
be an opportunity to begin a second language.

•

The technology/computing section of the Wider, Modern World curriculum will, again, be on a carousel
model, where students will switch over at each half term. Students will take part in 3 projects: a resistant
materials project, a food and nutrition-based project, and a computing and media project. Students will
make key links between Technology, IT and the other curriculum areas. For example, students will
explore how modern technology can help us respond to climate change.
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CORE
SUBJECTS
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ENGLISH ENGLIS
ENGLISH

English

•

Broadsheet journalism
(including online articles and
supplements).

GCSE English consists of two
separate qualifications: GCSE
English Language and GCSE
English Literature. Both are
assessed purely through exam
performance. There is no
coursework element. There are
two exams in each subject.
English Language

•

Literary non-fiction, such as
biographies and travelogues.

Overview
The two English Language exams
each give equal weighting to
reading and writing skills. In
preparation for these exams, pupils
are expected to study:
A range of literary fiction and
non-fiction from the 19th century to
the present day.
The conventions of narrative fiction
and creative writing.
The conventions of non-fiction
writing for a specific audience and
purpose.
In addition to the written exams,
students will be required to
complete a formal speaking and
listening presentation, which will
be assessed separately to their
GCSE and for which they will be
awarded a separate certificate.
In addition, to prepare for GCSE
English Language, pupils should
independently read:

English Literature

Further Information
Please contact:
Mr Hook or Ms Henderson
Email:
bodenp01@ralphthoresby.com
lhenderson@ralphthoresby.com

Overview
Students study a range of poetry,
prose and drama from the
Romantic period to the modern
day. The skills developed range
from basic comprehension and
decoding to analysis and personal
interpretation of texts. The texts
listed below are studied as part of
the course:
•

Macbeth by William
Shakespeare

•

A Christmas Carol by Charles
Dickens

•

An Inspector Calls by JB
Priestley

In addition, to prepare for GCSE
English Literature, pupils should
independently read:
•

Fiction written by a range of
19th, 20th and 21st century
authors.
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SH
MATHEMATICS M
MATHEMATICS

Overview

Aims & Objectives

Programme of Study

Students of mathematics at Ralph
Thoresby School will enjoy a
varied and challenging curriculum,
which draws on prior learning
from their Key Stage 3 Studies.

Students will be working on an
enhanced GCSE curriculum, which
has the following core objectives:

Students will complete either the
Higher or Foundation scheme of
work. The decision will be taken to
support the learner in achieving
the best possible outcome. Topics
included in the scheme of work
include:

The programme of study will allow
students to develop
problem-solving skills, which will
prepare them for the world beyond
secondary school and enable them
to communicate challenging ideas
to peers and staff. High quality
activities developed in school and
superb resources from external
providers such as Hegarty maths
will help to ensure that students
have access to the widest range of
learning tools.

•

Develop fluent knowledge,
skills and understanding of
mathematical methods and
concepts.

•

Acquire, select and apply
mathematical techniques to
solve problems.

•

Reason mathematically, make
deductions and inferences, and
draw conclusions.

•

Comprehend, interpret and
communicate mathematical
information in a variety of forms
appropriate to the information
and context.

Subject Requirements

This challenging but stimulating
course requires that students are
fully equipped with calculators and
geometry sets in all lessons to
ensure the best learning outcomes.
Students will receive homework
and private study on a bi-weekly
basis. This is designed to
consolidate existing learning and
promote independent thought and
problem-solving skills.

08

Course Handbook

•

Number

•

Algebra

•

Ratio, Proportion and Rates of
Change

•

Geometry and Measures

•

Statistics and Probability

Means of Examination

Students will take 3 ‘linear’
examinations at the end of Year 11.
The exams will assess a
cross-section of topics that are
taught across the maths curriculum.
Calculators may be used in two of
the three exams.

Further Information
Please contact:
Mr Glover
Email:
sglover@ralphthoresby.com

MA
SCIENCE SCIENC
SCIENCE

Overview

GCSE Combined Science

In Year 9 all students will study the
key concepts of Science. During
Year 10, students will begin a more
specific GCSE pathway. There are 2
routes through Science GCSEs, and
students will be placed on the most
appropriate pathway by the Science
department at the end of Y10:

Content:

1. The majority of students will study
GCSE Combined Science and
achieve 2 GCSEs.

Assessment:

2. Some students with high
attainment at the end of Year 10
will be selected to study 3
separate GCSEs in Biology,
Chemistry and Physics.

Students will study Biology,
Chemistry and Physics as separate
units. Investigate skills and
understanding of core practicals
will also be assessed in the exam
papers.

•

Each subject is assessed at the
end of Year 11 by 2x 1hr 15min
exams i.e. a total of 6 exams

•

Each exam is 70 marks

•

There is no coursework or
controlled assessment

•

Exams are tiered as Higher (9-4)
and Foundation (5-1)

Grading:
•

17 point grading system ranging
from 9-9, 9-8 through to 1-2, 1-1

A small group of students may also
be entered for Entry Level
Certificate in Science. This is
internally assessed, and can be
achieved as either a single or
double award.

Further Information
For further information please
contact Miss Boyle
Email:
iona.boyle@ralphthoresby.com

GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry
and GCSE Physics:

Content:
The 3 sciences are taught as
separate subjects, covering a
greater depth and breadth of
content than Combined Science.
Investigative skills and
understanding of core practicals
will also be assessed in the exam
papers.
Assessment:
•

Each separate GCSE is
assessed at the end of Year 11
by 2x 1hr 45min exams i.e. a
total of 6 exams

•

Each exam is 100 marks and
50% of the GCSE

•

There is no coursework or
controlled assessment

•

Exams are tiered as Higher (9-4)
and Foundation (5-1)

Grading:
•

Each GCSE is graded
separately on a scale of 9-1 e.g.
a student could achieve an 8 in
Biology, 6 in Chemistry and 9 in
Physics

Please note that final decisions
about course and entry tier will be
made by the Science department
during Year 11. Students may be
moved from separate Sciences to
Combined Science if it is more
appropriate.
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CAREERS

Overview

Careers Interviews

Work Experience

Careers is a vital part of students’
education at Ralph Thoresby
School. Careers is delivered
through mentoring and citizenship
lessons. We also have enrichment
days dedicated to careers
education. Our focus is to ensure
our students are aware of all the
vast opportunities available to
them as well as the pathways to
these. We explore higher
education, apprenticeships, jobs
and careers. In addition to this,
careers education runs through our
curriculum via focused careers
weeks and subject specific careers
information.

Individual interviews with students
and our careers advisor are
booked through the careers
administrator. These interviews
take place mainly in Years 11, 12
and 13. At these interviews,
academic progress is discussed
and personal guidance is offered
about their future career plans. An
individual action plan outlining
goals and how to reach them is
negotiated and given to the
student.

Students in Y10 and Y12 have the
opportunity to complete a work
experience placement that we will
endeavour to ensure is of interest
and gives an insight into a working
environment that matches their
aspirations.

Opportunities For Careers
Guidance

There are opportunities for
students and groups of students to
be seen in each year group and
the careers advisor is available at
parents’ evenings/meetings for
appointments and information.

Career Resources

www.nationalcareersservice.direct.
gov.uk
www.careersworld.co.uk
www.startprofile.com
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Further Information
For further information
please contact Miss Bell
Email:
cbell@ralphthoresby.com

ERS
CITEZENSHIP CI
CITIZENSHIP

Overview

Citizenship Education is designed
to help students to acquire skills
and understanding which will help
them now and in later life.
Citizenship Education will provide
our students with the knowledge,
skills and understanding to
prepare them for a full and active
part in society.
Citizenship will help students to
understand the world around them,
the way the UK works and they
will gain an understanding of how
people relate to one another.
We will also cover PSHE (personal,
social, health education) topics to
ensure your child can live a happy
and healthy life.
Alongside the timetabled lessons,
we also have 2 Enrichment Days
per year, where students focus on
a variety of different topics related
to PSHE and careers.

Citizenship lessons will
equip students with:

Topics Covered

•

Health Education

•

Citizenship

•

The ability to explore political
and social issues critically.

•

The knowledge and ability to
manage money and plan for
their financial future.

•

Life Skills

•

Economic Skills

The ability to respond
sensitively and intelligently to
important, and often
controversial issues.

•

Careers

•

Democracy + Parliament

•

Personal Well-Being

•

Relationships and sex
education

•

•

The ability to debate political
questions passionately.

•

The knowledge and skills
needed to help others who may
be experiencing a difficult time
(e.g. self-esteem and
relationship problems)

Further Information
For further information
please contact Miss Bell
Email:
cbell@ralphthoresby.com
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T

GCSE

SUBJECT
SPECIALISMS
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GCSE ART GCSE
GCSE ART

Overview

This GCSE requires students to
develop personal responses that
explore a range of two and/or
three dimensional media,
techniques and processes
including both traditional and new
technologies.
Art and Design provides an avenue
for students who wish to develop
their interests and enthusiasm for
creative activities as well as the
development and exploration of
ideas. Students will be introduced
to a variety of experiences that
explore a range of materials and
processes alongside cultural and
artistic stimulus, both historical and
contemporary. Art and Design &
Creativity will help develop your
analytical, communication and
research skills as well as helping
you interpret the world around you.
The course will ideally suit a
student who is passionate about
creativity and the arts as well as
someone who is willing to invest
time in developing and exploring
new ideas and techniques.
Students will explore relevant
images and research which should
be integral to the investigating and
making process. Responses to
these examples must be shown
through practical and critical
activities which demonstrate the
students understanding of different
styles, genres and traditions.

Career choices:
Architect
Animation
Film
Graphic Design/Illustration
Fashion Textile design
Interior design
Games design
Fine Artist
Theatre design
Photographer

Unit 1 Portfolio Of Work

Students must produce a portfolio
of work based on more than one
project. Worth 60% of overall mark.

Unit 2 Externally
Set Assignment

Students will be marked on the
following Assessment
Objectives

Each worth 25% of overall mark.
A01

Exploring ideas through
research

A02 Refining ideas and exploring
materials & media
A03 Recording ideas through
drawing & photography
A04 Presenting a personal
outcome - realising
intentions

Further Information
For further information
please contact Mr Knight
Email:
sknight@ralphthoresby.com

Students select a question set by
the exam board. There is a
preparatory period followed by a
supervised 10 hour period. Worth
40% of overall mark.
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GCSE BUSINESS
GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES

What Will I Study?

Marketing:
How do businesses make you
choose their brand over another?
What makes you buy Nike rather
than Adidas?
Finance:
How do businesses make sure
they make a profit?
Entrepreneurial qualities:
What qualities does Lord Alan
Sugar have that makes him so
successful?
External influences on business:
How different stakeholders have
an impact on business activities.
Are businesses always happy with
Government decisions?
And much more!

Assessment

You will have two 90 minute
examinations at the end of Year 11.

Further Information
For further information please
contact Mr Jones, Mrs Bradley,
or Mr Hancock
Email:
pjones@ralphthoresby.com
cbradley@ralphthoresby.com
mhancock@ralphthoresby.com
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What can I do at the end of
the course?

Have you ever considered the
following?

GCSE Business Studies is good
for anyone who is interested in
eventually working in areas such
as Marketing, Accountancy, Law
or Finance. A business
qualification helps if you want to
run your own hairdressers,
garage, beauty salon, firm of
solicitors or football team.

What does a gorilla playing drums
have to do with chocolate?

Where else do you learn about the
power of advertising and how to
work out your finances? All
valuable information if you want to
be a successful business man or
woman.
GCSE Business Studies also
provides a solid grounding to move
on to A Level Business and
Economics in the Sixth Form or at
college. Did you know that those
who go on to study Business in
university have a higher chance of
getting a job than any other
subject?

Why would you pay £80 for a pair
of Diesel jeans when you can get a
pair at Asda for £3?
How can HMV make sure it
survives?
Why is there a Nationwide cash
point in Dev’s corner shop in
Coronation Street?

Then Business Studies is for
you!

GCSE COMPUTE
GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE

Overview

The course will be graded using
the new GCSE number system of
1-9. Students on the course will sit
two exams (80% of the course)
which will test theoretical and
programming concepts and also a
controlled assessment (20%) in
which students will develop a
programming solution to a
specified problem.

What is Computer Science?

•

Computational thinking

•

Analysis and creativity

•

How to deal with real world and
business constraints

Why study GCSE Computer
Science?

•

We live in a digitised,
computerised, programmable
world and to make sense of it,
we need computing

•

Become innovators of new
technology, not just users

•

The study of how computers
and computer systems work

•

Computing has a huge impact
on modern life

•

How they are constructed and
programmed

•

As a subject, it is rigorous,
exciting and varied

•

It is a discipline, which explores
foundation principles and ideas

•

•

NOT ‘ICT’, which is a skills
based course

Excellent job prospects, the
demand for IT professionals is
estimated to increase by 15% in
the next 8 years, but the
number of students aiming for
jobs in the industry has fallen by
50% since 2001

Skills that GCSE Computer
Science will develop

•

Science (Biochemistry, Biology,
Chemistry, Geology, Medicine,
Physics, Optometry, Orthoptics,
Pharmacy, Psychology &
Sociology)

•

Others (Economics &
Mathematics)

Career Pathways
Further Information

•

Logical reasoning

•

Algorithmic thinking

•

Design and structured problem
solving

•

Software Development
(programming)

For further information please
contact Mr Gill or Miss Teall

•

Engineering (Aeronautical,
Chemical, Civil, Electronic &
Mechanical)

agill@ralphthoresby.com
evangeline.teall@ralphthoresby.com

Email:
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GCSE RELIGIOUS
GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Overview

•

This course is 100%
examination. There are two
papers at the end of Year 11.

Religious Studies is so much more
than the study of religion. With a
new specification that is highly
respected by colleges and
universities, students will explore
many issues which lie at the heart
of our lives.

•

Paper 1: Religion and Ethics
(Christianity) 50%

Students will explore Christianity
and Islam and focus on key beliefs
and how they impact day to day life
for religious people. Students are
then given the opportunity to
reflect on important moral
questions. We will explore
questions like “When does life
begin?”, “Is there an afterlife?”,
“Should we bring back Capital
Punishment?” and “Is it ever right
to go to war?” Students are given
the opportunity to express their
own opinion on these matters, they
then have to apply their
understanding of religious
teachings and beliefs to the
questions. Religious Studies
encourages tolerance and respect;
we live in a diverse society in
which these skills are vital. This
course helps students realise
difference is to be celebrated not
feared.

•

Paper 2: Religion, Peace and
Conflict (Islam) 50%

Outcomes

This course is highly respected by
colleges as a foundation for A’
level and is particularly relevant for
Law, Sociology, Philosophy and
Psychology.
Employers recognise that
applicants with Religious Studies
are open minded, tolerant and
good with people.

Did you know?
20% of students admitted to
Oxford University to study
mathematics in 2012 had a
Religious Studies A level,
that is more than those with
Economics, Physics and
Business Studies A levels!

Examinations

Further Information

•

For further information please
contact Ms James or Ms
Mahmood.

GCSE Religious Studies; grades
available 1-9.

Email:

chelsea.james@ralphthoresby.com
fmahmood@ralphthoresby.com
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“RE lessons were probably the
closest we ever came to
understanding the ideas that
shaped our world. After all, it was
in RE, not History, where I first
learnt the principles underpinning
Gandhi’s struggles and Martin
Luther King’s protests.
It was RE where we were credited
for thinking critically rather than
memorising facts, for articulating
opinions and backing up our views
and for taking time to consider an
issue from a different perspective.
These are skills we use at
university and in our everyday
lives.”

Saema Jaffer

SGCSE GEOGRAP
GCSE GEOGRAPHY

Overview

What will I learn about?

How am I assessed?

Are you interested in the world
around you – from our local area
here in Leeds to the Amazon
Rainforest in South America?

Students study 3 themes which
build on topics studied and skills
used at KS3.

GCSE Geography is assessed
through 3 written exams.

Do you wonder why things around
us are constantly changing – from
changes in the way we shop to
the impacts of climate change?
Do you enjoy learning about how
our world is an increasingly
connected place, where our
actions have impacts locally and
at a global scale?
GCSE Geography students
investigate all of these things and
more. It is an up to date and
engaging GCSE course where
students get the opportunity to
experience environments
first-hand through fieldwork.

Is GCSE Geography for me?

It is a great option for inquisitive
and hardworking students who
have enjoyed studying Geography
in Years 7 and 8. We investigate
topics ranging from flooding and
hazards to world trade and
globalisation. Students are
expected to work hard developing
skills and learning about the world
around them – skills such as
written skills, problem solving skills,
using source evidence, map and
graph skills and fieldwork skills.

Theme 1 - Changing Places –
Changing Economies
•

Urbanisation in contrasting
global cities

•

Urban and rural processes and
change in the UK

•

A global perspective on
development issues

Theme 2: Changing Environments
•

Shaping the landscape – coasts
and coastal management

•

Shaping the landscape – rivers
and river management

•

Weather and climate

•

Climate change – cause and
effect

Theme 3 - Environmental
Challenges
•
•
•

How ecosystems function and
ecosystems under threat
Water resources and
management
Desertification

Component 1
(1 hour 45 minutes)
Investigating Geographical Issues.
Component 2
(1 hour 30 minutes)
Problem Solving Geography.
Component 3
(1 hour 30 minutes)
Applied Fieldwork Enquiry.

Does it link well with other
subjects?

Yes! Geography is well regarded
academic subject with links to lots
of other subjects. For example:
English - written skills; Science –
completing investigations links to
fieldwork enquiry; Maths – graph
and statistical skills; History – using
source evidence.

Further Information
For further information
please contact Mr Missin
Email:
jmissin@ralphthoresby.com
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GCSE HISTORY

Overview

Course content

Paper 2: Shaping the nation

History is about PEOPLE and
PLACES in the past and that’s
what we concentrate on!

The GCSE History content
comprises the following elements:

Section A
Britain: Health and the people:
c1000 to the present day

Do you like finding things out
about the past?
If so, you will enjoy History GCSE.
You can find out about General
Custer or Brigham Young in 19th
century America.
You will discover how medicine
developed from medieval folk
remedies to the complicated drugs
and transplant operations available
today.
You will come to understand the
parts played in the story by such
people as Leonardo da Vinci,
Joseph Lister, Florence Nightingale
and Abraham Lincoln.

AQA Exam Board

The AQA specification helps you to
understand the past and the
present. It helps you to tell the
difference between fact and fiction,
so that you can detect when
opinions and judgements are
balanced and when they are
biased. In a world with increasing
amounts of information, it also
teaches you to be selective.
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•

One period study - America,
1840-1895: Expansion and
consolidation

•

One thematic study - Britain:
Health and the people: c1000
to the present day

•

One wider world depth study conflict and tension between
East and West, 1945-1972

•

One British depth study
including the historical
environment - Norman England,
1066-1100

Paper 1: Understanding the
modern world

Section A
Period study - America 1840-1895
Section B
Wider world depth study - Conflict
and tension between East and
West, 1945-1972
•

Written exam: 2 hours

•

84 marks

•

50% GCSE

Section B
British depth study - Norman
England, 1066-1100
•

Written exam: 2 hours

•

84 marks

•

50% GCSE

Further Information
For further information
please contact Mr Ward or
Mrs Liptrott
Email:
rward@ralphthoresby.com
rliptrott@ralphthoresby.com

GGCSE LANGUAG
GCSE LANGUAGES
Overview

What Will I Study?

Assessment

GCSE French, German and
Spanish.

1. Identity and Culture

You will be assessed in all 4 skill
areas and will take the exam at
either Foundation Tier (grades 1-5)
or Higher Tier (grades 4-9). Each
paper is worth 25% of the final
grade.

A GCSE in a language will set you
apart from many other school
leavers. The GCSE course
provides a sound basis for the
skills and language required for
leisure, work and further study. You
may opt to continue your study of
French or German (or both) or even
start to study Spanish. The course
builds upon the skills you have
gained at Key Stage 3 in Listening,
Reading, Speaking and Writing.
You will learn to use the language
effectively for practical
communication as well as
imaginatively and creatively. You
will have the opportunity to further
develop your spoken language by
working with our Foreign
Language Assistants.

Me, my family and friends;
Technology in everyday life; Free
time activities; Customs and
festivals
2. Local, national, international
and global areas of interest
Home, town, neighbourhood and
region; Social issues; Global issues;
Travel and tourism
3. Current and future study and
employment
My studies; Life at school/college;
Education post-16; Career choices
and ambitions.
The course will enable you to
understand and use more
accurately a widening range of
vocabulary and grammar, to
understand and discuss issues and
opinions and to give descriptions
and accounts.

Paper 1: Listening
Paper 2: Speaking
This test will be conducted and
recorded by your teacher and
consists of a role play, discussion
of a photo card and general
conversation. You are given
preparation time prior to the test to
look at the role play and photo
card.
Paper 3: Reading
In addition to reading
comprehension questions, you will
be required to translate text from
the target language into English.
Paper 4: Writing
This consists of various writing
tasks, including extended pieces of
writing, and translation from
English into the target language.

Further Information
For further information please
contact Mr Taylor
Email:

andrew.taylor@ralphthoresby.com
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GCSE MUSIC GC
GCSE MUSIC

Overview

The course is open to students
who have a passion for music
making. Most students who take
GCSE music will already be having
instrumental/vocal lessons. The
specification is one tier entry
allowing all students to achieve
grade 1-9. All GCSE music
students will be given the
opportunity to take lessons in
school.
The specification builds on the
work already covered in Key Stage
Three including Rhythm & Metre,
Harmony, Tonality, Texture, Melody,
Timbre, Dynamics, Structure &
Form.

Component 1:
Understanding music

What is assessed?:
Listening and contextual
understanding.
How it is assessed:
Exam paper with listening
exercises using excerpts of music.

Component 2:
Performing Music

What is assessed?:
Music performance.
How it is assessed:
As an instrumentalist and/or
vocalist and/or via technology:
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This component is 30% of GCSE
marks. Non-exam assessment
(NEA) will be internally marked by
teachers and externally moderated
by AQA.

Performance 1:
Solo performance (36 marks)
Performance 2:
Ensemble performance (36 marks)
A minimum of four minutes and a
maximum of seven minutes of
performance in total is required, of
which a minimum of one minute
must be the ensemble
performance.
This component is 30% of GCSE
marks. Non-exam assessment
(NEA) will be internally marked by
teachers and externally moderated
by AQA. Performances must be
completed in the year of
certification.

Component 3:
Composing Music

Section A: Listening (68 marks)
Section B: Contextual
understanding (28 marks)
The exam is one hour and thirty
minutes. This component is worth
40% of GCSE marks (96 marks in
total).

Composition 2: Free composition
(36 marks) A minimum of three
minutes and a maximum of four
and a half minutes of music in total
is required.

What is assessed?:
Composition
How it is assessed:
Composition 1: Composition to a
brief (36 marks)

Overview

Summary:
•

One exam – Listening &
Understanding Music

•

Two performances – One solo,
one group

•

Two compositions – One to a
brief, one free composition

•

Students who take GCSE music
will already be able to play an
instrument.

Further Information
For further information please contact
Mrs McPartling, Mr Hackshaw
or Mr Robinson
Email:
gemma.mcpartling@ralphthoresby.com
shackshaw@ralphthoresby.com
luke.robinson@ralphthoresby.com

GCSE PHOTOGR
GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY

Overview

Specification Overview

End Of Course Exhibition

This course is aimed at students
who have a passion for
photography and want to gain an
extra art GCSE.

Students will be internally
assessed and externally
moderated by AQA on the
following assessments objectives:

You will be expected to show your
work as part of the Ralph Thoresby
School photographic exhibition at
the end of the year.

It also provides a suitable avenue
for students who wish to develop
their interests and enthusiasm for
creative activities and gain suitable
skills and techniques to choose a
media course in later years.

A01

Students will be introduced to a
variety of experiences exploring a
range of lens-based and light
based media, techniques and
processes, including both
traditional and new technologies.
They will explore relevant images,
artefacts and resources relating to
lens-based and light-based media
from the past and from recent
times, including European &
non-European examples which
should be integral to the
investigating and making process.
Responses to these examples
must be shown through practical
and critical activities which
demonstrate the students
understanding of different styles,
genres and traditions.

Developing Ideas 25%

A02 Refining Ideas 25%
A03 Recording Ideas 25%

Further Information

A04 Presenting Ideas 25%

For further information
please contact Mr Knight or
Mr Jones

Units Of Work

Email:
sknight@ralphthoresby.com
rjones@ralphthoresby.com

Unit 1: Portfolio of Work
(worth 60% overall marks)
Students will produce a Portfolio of
work based on more than one
project or an extended collection
of work.
Unit 2 Externally Set Assignment
(worth 40% of overall marks)
Students select a question set by
the exam board.
There is a preparatory period
followed by a supervised 10 hour
period.
Students may use
sketchbooks/workbooks/journals
to support their work where
appropriate.
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GCSE STATISTIC
GCSE STATISTICS

Overview

Aims and Objectives

In GCSE Statistics you will be
introduced to the skills of statistical
enquiry, and practice the
underpinning statistical calculations
and interpretation of real world data
and authentic contexts.

The aims and objectives of this
qualification are to enable students
to develop statistical fluency and
understanding through:
• the use of statistical techniques in
a variety of authentic investigations
• identifying trends through carrying
out appropriate calculations
• the application of statistical
techniques across the curriculum,
in subjects such as the sciences,
social sciences, computing,
geography, business and
economics, and outside the
classroom in the world in general
• critically evaluating data,
calculations and evaluations that
would be commonly encountered
in their studies and in everyday life
• understanding how technology has
enabled the collection,
visualisation and analysis of large
quantities of data to inform
decision-making processes
• understand ways that data can be
organised, processed and
presented, including statistical
measures to compare data,
understanding the advantages
of using technology to automate
processing

Our approach supports skills
development for progression to a
range of subjects and develops an
awareness of statistics beyond the
classroom. The subject is taught by
specialists in the field who have
studied Statistics extensively in
further education. A student who
enjoys Statistics is a student who is
great at problem solving, enjoys
Mathematics and likes subjects
which clearly link to the real world.
The course content extends the
ideas you will have already covered
in the Statistics unit of Maths, but it
will also introduce topics such as
standard deviation and quality
assurance.
Students who study Statistics have
the option to take the assessment in
year 10, allowing them to gain an
extra GCSE in the study of Further
Mathematics or freeing up time to
focus on the main maths curriculum.
Overall Statistics is a fantastic
opportunity for those who are
mathematically or logically inclined.
This subject gives you the chance to
study something relatively new, in
considerable detail, during GCSE
years.
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• applying appropriate
mathematical and statistical
formulae and building on prior
knowledge.

Does it link well with
other subjects?

Yes! The study of Statistics is
particularly useful if you want to take
a GCSE or A Level in Mathematics,
Chemistry, Biology, Physics,
Psychology, Geography or Business
Studies as these subjects also
require you to handle and interpret
data.

Career Pathways

GCSE Statistics is a fantastic course
which will broaden your job
opportunities when you leave
education. If you have a look at
statsjobs.com you will see a
selection of the range of jobs
available to statisticians. Due to the
high demand and academic nature
of GCSE Statistics, you will find that
the average salary of stats jobs are
higher than most other professions,
making this an excellent subject
choice.

Further Information
Please contact:
Mr Glover
Email:
sglover@ralphthoresby.com

GCSE SOCIOLOG
GCSE SOCIOLOGY

Overview

Are criminals born or made?
Why do girls achieve higher
grades than boys in certain
subject areas in school?
Is the role of the woman still in the
home?
These are just some of the
questions we will explore in GCSE
Sociology. GCSE Sociology helps
students to gain knowledge and
understanding of the world we live
in, looking at key social issues
through the study of families,
education, crime and deviance and
social stratification. Students will
study different perspectives such
as Functionalism, Marxism and
Feminism and learn to construct
reasoned arguments and debates,
make substantiated judgements
and draw conclusions on the
questions above.

Specification Overview

GCSE Eduqas 9-1
Component 1 - Understanding
Social Processes
• Families
• Education
• Sociological research methods

NEW COURSE

Component 2 - Understanding
Social Structures
• Social differentiation and
stratification
• Crime and deviance
• Applied methods of sociological
enquiry.

• Extended writing skills in order to
complete a range of question
types, inculding short essay
questions.
• Time management skills.

Career Choices

Skills Required

The ability to reason is vital; being
able to explain both your own and
others’ opinion lies at the heart of
this course.
Good literacy skills are needed
and students will be taught writing
structures to help support them to
articulate their ideas.
Keeping up to date with current
events and being inquistive about
modern day issues will help you in
GCSE Sociology.

Skills Developed

• Analysis and evaulation of
different research methods used
in sociological investigations

Social Worker
Police Service
Teacher/Lecturer
Marketing
Counsellor
Youth Worker
Lawyer
Journalist
Social researcher
Probation Officer

Further Information
For further information
please contact Miss Bell
Email:
cbell@ralphthoresby.com

• Use of sociological theories and
evidence to compare and
contrast social issues.
• Critically analyse information and
use evidence to make informed
arguments, reach judgements
and draw conclusions.
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FOOD PREPARA
GCSE FOOD TECHNOLOGY
There are TWO different
courses in Technology. You
may choose ONLY ONE of
these two.

Overview

This new GCSE Food Preparation
and Nutrition is an exciting
creative course which focuses on
practical cooking skills to ensure
students develop a thorough
understanding of nutrition, food
provenance and the working
characteristics of food materials.
The essence of the course is to
nurture practical cookery skills and
to give students a strong
understanding of nutrition.

You will learn by

Tiers of entry:

•

There are no tiers of entry in Food
preparation and nutrition.

•

Developing and acquiring a
wide range of Food preparation
skills
Using a wide variety of cooking
tools and equipment

All students regardless of ability, sit
the same examination.
Additional information:

•

Completing investigation work
to develop an understanding of
the function of ingredients

•

Analysing foods to find out their
nutritional content

•

Independent research tasks

Further Information

•

Experimental work looking at
the functional and chemical
properties of food

Please feel free to ask
Ms Mooney

Completing sensory evaluation
tasks

emooney@ralphthoresby.com

•

Students who study GCSE Food
Preparation and Nutrition will be
expected to provide food
ingredients for all their practical
work.

Email:

What will I learn?

•

Food preparation skills

•

Food, Nutrition and health

•

Food science

•

Food safety

•

Food choice

•

Food provenance

•

Food preparation and cooking
techniques
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GCSE DESIGN &
GCSE DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

Overview

GCSE Design and Technology will
prepare you to participate
confidently and successfully in an
increasingly technological world.
You will gain awareness and learn
from wider influences on Design
and Technology including
historical, social, cultural,
environmental and economic
factors.
You will get the opportunity to
work creatively when designing
and making and apply technical
and practical expertise. This
course will allow you to study core
technical and designing and
making principles, including a
broad range of design processes,
materials techniques and
equipment. You will also have the
opportunity to study specialist
technical principles
in greater depth.

How is it assessed?

Written exam: 2 hours
•

100 marks

•

50% of GCSE

Non-exam assessment (NEA)
approximately 30-35 hours
•

100 marks

•

50% of GCSE
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This major project will allow you to
investigate, design, prototype and
make a final product that is
innovative and interesting. This will
be a chance for you to show your
intellect as a designer and your
skills as a maker.

Career paths:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aerospace Engineer
Agricultural Engineer
Architecture Career
Atmospheric Scientists
Automotive Engineer
Bioengineering
Building Inspection
Chemical Engineer
Civil Engineering
Coastal Engineer
IT Hardware Engineer
Computer Science
Conservation Scientists
Corrosion Engineering
Creative Engineer
Digital Engineer
Drafters
Electrical Engineering
Furniture Design
Engineering
Engineering Technicians
Environmental Engineer
Entrepreneur
Exhibition Design
Forensics Engineer
Green Engineering
Graphic Design
Illuminating Engineer
Industrial Engineer

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Interior Design
Manufacturing Engineer
Material Engineer
Mechanical Engineer
Mining Engineer
Model maker
Naval Engineer
Ocean Engineering
Petroleum Engineer
Product Design
Production Engineers
Safety Engineers
Science Technicians
Scientific Researcher
Stage Set Designer
Surveyors
Systems Engineer
Telecoms Engineer
Transport Engineers

Further Information
For further information
please feel free to ask
Mr Smith or Mr Meegan.
Email:
asmith@ralphthoresby.com
rmeegan@ralphthoresby.com

GCSE ART TEXT
GCSE ART TEXTILES

Overview

Specification Overview

Component Details

GCSE Art Textiles is a vibrant and
dynamic course which teaches
skills such as weaving, felting,
stitching, applique, construction
methods, architectural
construction, printing, including
digital, embroidery art,
embellishment, installed textiles,
illustration, costume design, and
surface pattern. Textile design is
defined here as the creation of
designs or products that might
have a functional or
non-functional purpose.

Students will be introduced
to sources that inspire the
development of ideas, relevant
to textile design including:

Component 1: Portfolio of work.
Non-exam assessment.

• How sources relate to cultural,
social, historical, contemporary,
environmental, and creative
contexts which might be
determined or influenced by
functional or non-functional
considerations.

Set and marked by school and
Moderated by AQA during a visit. A
portfolio of work that in total shows
explicit coverage of the four
assessment adjectives. It must
include a sustained project
evidencing the journey from initial
engagement to the realisation of
intentions and a selection of
further work undertaken during the
student's course of study.

It gives students the freedom to
express themselves using a range
of techniques and materials they
enjoy using. It is not only inspiring
and enjoyable but equips students
with the skills to continue the
subject with confidence at A-Level
and beyond in later years at
degree level.

Career Choices
Textile designer
Fashion designer
Surface pattern designer
Knitted textile designer
Print maker
Artist
Costume designer
Theatre production
Computer aided designer
Fabric technologist/scsientist
Colour consultant
Fashion consultant/stylist
Fashion buyer
Community artist
Weaver/Tapestry artist
Museum curator / conservationist

• How ideas, feelings, forms and
purposes can generate
responses that address personal
needs or meet external
requirements, such as client
expectations.
Students will be introduced to the
ways in which meanings, ideas
and intentions relevant to textile
design can be communicated
include the use of:
• Figurative and non-figurative
representations, stylisation,
simplification, surface
embellishment, constructional
considerations and imaginative
interpretation.
• Visual and tactile elements, such
as: colour, line, form, tone, texture,
shape pattern, composition,
decoration, repetition, scale,
structure and surface.

(Worth 60% of GCSE)

Component 2: Externally set
assignment.
(Worth 40% of GCSE)
Non- exam assessment set by
AQA. Marked by school and
moderated by AQA during a visit.
Students respond to their chosen
starting point from an external set
assignment paper relating to
textiles, evidencing coverage of all
four assessment objectives.

Further Information
For further information
please contact Mrs Jordan.
Email:

fleur.jordan@ralphthoresby.com
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ENTERPRISE ENT
BTEC LEVEL 2 TECH AWARD IN

ENTERPRISE

Overview

Component 1

The BTEC Tech Award in
Enterprise is a new KS4
qualification specifically designed
for 14-16 year olds in schools to be
taken alongside GCSEs. (It is
worth the same as a GCSE).

A - Examine the characteristics of
Enterprises.

Do you fancy taking a hands-on
course alongside your GCSEs that
gives you a taste of what the
business sector is like, as well as
the skills and confidence to
succeed in the future?
With the new BTEC Tech Award in
Enterprise, you can explore what it
means to set up and run a
business enterprise, as well as
develop key skills and gain an
insight into the sector.

B - Explore how market research
helps enterprises meet
customer needs and
understand competitor
behaviour.
C - Investigate the factors that
contribute to the success of an
enterprise.

Component 2

A - Explore ideas, plan and pitch
for a micro enterprise activity.
B - Operate and review the
success of a micro enterprise
activity.

Component 3
Assessment objectives

A01

Demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of elements
of promotion and financial
records.

A02 Interpret and use
promotional and financial
information in relation to a
given enterprise.
A03 Make connections between
different factors influencing a
given enterprise.
A04 Be able to advise and
provide recommendations to
a given enterprise on ways
to improve its performance.

Further Information
Head of Department:
Mr P Jones
Email:
pjones@ralphthoresby.com
cbradley@ralphthoresby.com
mhancock@ralphthoresby.com
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PERFORMING AR
BTEC LEVEL 1/2 TECH AWARD IN

PERFORMING ARTS (ACTING)

What does the qualification
cover?

This course gives you the
opportunity to develop knowledge
and technical acting skills in a
practical learning environment. You
will examine the roles and
responsibilities of different
performance artists and
practitioners such as actors,
directors, and designers; as well as
the different approaches and styles
used.
You will develop key skills, such as
being able to respond to and
interpret different ideas given to
you; and you will be experiencing
first-hand the ways in which
performance artists work through
the development of ideas,
rehearsal and then performance.
The qualification is the same size
and level as a GCSE and is aimed
at everyone who wants to find out
more about performing arts. It is a
practical introduction to life and
work in the performing arts
industry, which will give you the
opportunity to develop performing
arts skills and techniques, and to
analyse and evaluate your skills
both independently and within a
group.

How will I be assessed?
You will carry out tasks or
mini-projects throughout the
course. As your teachers we will
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mark these, which will give you an
idea of how you are getting on.
Towards the end of the course you
will do one larger project in acting,
where you use the knowledge,
skills and techniques you have
learned to devise and deliver a
workshop performance to a
specific audience from a brief that
will be given to you. All the work
you do through the course
prepares you for this larger project,
which is sent away to be marked.

Where will this take me?
When you have completed the
qualification, you will have
developed a practical
understanding of the performing
arts sector, and the roles and
responsibilities of the people
involved in performing arts
industries. Because you will be
building useful skills, which are not
generally covered in GCSE

courses, you will have a better of
understanding of whether the
performing arts sector is for you.
This will allow you to decide
whether this is an area you want to
continue to study. The course will
also help you to develop specific
skills and knowledge, such as
self-evaluation and group work,
which will benefit you wherever
you progress to next.
After you have finished the course,
you may want to go on to further
study such as A levels, BTECs or a
mixture of both. Or you might want
to find work in performing arts, as
an apprentice or a trainee. Which
option is best for you will depend
on both the grades you achieve in
this qualification and in other
qualifications you have taken, what
you enjoy doing and any advice
you can access about the further
learning and training opportunities
available in your area.

RTS
PERFORMING AR
BTEC LEVEL 1/2 TECH AWARD IN

PERFORMING ARTS (ACTING)

What will I be studying?

Component 1 - Exploring the
Performing Arts:
Aim - get a taste of what it’s like to
be a professional actor.
Assessment - Internally assessed
assignments.
Weight - 30% of the total course.
During Component 1, you will:
•
•

•

Explore performance styles,
creative intentions and purpose.
Investigate how practitioners
create and influence what’s
performed.
Discover performance roles,
skills, techniques and
processes.

Component 2 – Developing Skills
and Techniques in the Performing
Arts:
Aim - Develop skills and
techniques in the chosen
discipline(s) of acting.
Assessment - Internally assessed
assignments.

•

Apply these skills in
performance.

•

Reflect these skills in
performance.

What will I gain from
this course?

•

Practical, transferable skills BTEC Tech Awards focus on
building skills which will give
you the confidence to progress
in whatever path they choose.

•

A taster of the sector - The
BTEC Tech Award is a practical
introduction to life and work in
Performing Arts, so you can
develop their understanding of
the sector and see whether it’s
an industry you’d like to be in.

•

A well-rounded foundation for
further study - As they’re
designed to be taken alongside
GCSEs, with a BTEC Tech
Award you have the opportunity
to apply academic knowledge
to everyday and work contexts,
giving you a great starting point
for academic or vocational
study post-16, as well as
preparing you for future
employment.

Component 3 - Performing to a
Brief:
Aim - Consider how practitioners
adapt their skills for different
contexts, and put this into practice
in a performance.
Assessment - Externally assessed
task, where students work in
groups of between 3 and 7
members to create a performance
based on a set brief.
Weighting - 40% of total course.
During Component 3, you will:
•

Use the assignment brief and
previous learnings to come up
with your own creative ideas.

•

Build on your skills in classes,
workshops and rehearsals.

•

Review the process using an
ideas and skills log.

•

Perform a piece to your chosen
audience.

•

Reflect on your performance in
an evaluation report.

Weighting - 30% of total course.
During Component 2, you will:
•

Take part in workshops, classes
and rehearsals.

•

Gain physical, interpretative,
vocal and rehearsal skills.

Further Information
For further information please
contact Ms Williams
Email:

sharlene.williams@ralphthoresby.com
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THEALTH & SOCIA
BTEC TECH AWARD IN

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE

What is a BTEC Tech Award?

The BTEC Tech Award is an
introduction to vocational
learning. The Award gives
learners the opportunity to build
skills that show an aptitude for
further learning in a Health and
Social Care setting. It is equivalent
to 1 GCSE.

What can the qualification
lead to?

What jobs does the
qualification link to?

This Health and Social Care course
lends itself to anyone who is
interested in, or possibly wanting
to have a career in the care sector,
such as:
•

Nursery Nurse

•

Nursing

•

Social Work

•

Childcare

•

Youth Work

Study of the qualification as part of
Key Stage 4 learning will help
learners to make more informed
choices for further learning either
generally or in the Health and
Social Care sector. Learners who
generally achieve at Level 2 across
their Key Stage 4 learning might
consider progression to:

What will I study?

•

A Levels as preparation for
entry into higher education in a
range of subjects

Health and Social Care Services
and Values

Study of a vocational
qualification at Level 3, such as
a BTEC National in Health and
Social Care, which prepares
learners to enter employment or
apprenticeships

Health and Wellbeing

•

Component 1
Human Lifespan Development
Component 2

Component 3

How is the course assessed?

Components 1 and 2 are assessed
through internal assessment. There
is one external assessment,
Component 3, which provides the
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main synoptic assessment for the
qualification. Component 3 builds
directly on Components 1 and 2
and enables learning to be brought
together and related to a real-life
situation.

Further Information
Please contact:
Miss. Fletcher or Mrs. Head
Email:
holly.fletcher@ralphthoresby.com
laura.head@ralphthoresby.com

AL
CREATIVE MEDIA
CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL IN

CREATIVE IMEDIA

Overview
In this Level 2 Cambridge National
Certificate in Creative iMedia,
which is equivalent to 1 GCSE
grade 1-9, students explore a
range of media through written
tasks, practical tasks and one
externally assessed examination.
The two coursework units require
students to respond to creative
media briefs and work
independently to demonstrate the
knowledge and skills associated
with the specific topic.

Unit 1 Pre-Production skills
Planning is an essential part of
working in the creative and digital
media sector. This unit will enable
students to understand
pre-production skills and
techniques used in the sector, as
well as gain the knowledge and
skills to create digital media
products and explore their
application.
Content includes:
• Understanding the purpose and
content of pre-production
• Being able to plan
pre-production
• Being able to produce and
review pre-production
documents

Unit 2 Creating Digital Graphics
Digital graphics feature in many
areas of our lives, and play a very

important part in today’s world. The
digital media sector relies heavily
on these visual stimulants within
products to communicate
messages effectively.
The aim of this unit is for students
to understand the basics of digital
graphics editing for the creative
and digital media sector.

Content includes:
•

•

Understanding the purposes,
uses and properties of
interactive multimedia products
Being able to plan and create
interactive multimedia products
to a client’s requirements

Content includes:
•

Understanding the purpose and
properties of digital graphics
and knowing where and how
they are used

•

Being able to plan the creation
of a digital graphic

•

Having the knowledge to create
new digital graphics, using a
range of editing techniques

Further Information
For further information please
contact Mr Gill or Miss Teall
Email:
agill@ralphthoresby.com
vangeline.teall@ralphthoresby.com

Unit 3 Creating Interactive
multimedia products

Interactive multimedia products are
featured widely in everyday life
and in the creative and digital
media sector. They are used in
computer games, mobile phone
applications, presentations and
many other areas.
Through this unit, students will
explore the basics of interactive
multimedia products for the
creative and digital media sector.
They will learn where and why
interactive multimedia is used and
what features are needed for a
given purpose.
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ASPORT VOCATIO
SPORT VOCATIONAL COURSE

Overview

The PE department at Ralph
Thoresby offer a number of
vocational courses at KS4. In Year
9 students will take part in a L2
Sports Leader Course where they
will develop their leadership skills,
deliver some sports sessions, and
run their own sports event. This
then leads onto our L2 vocational
courses in Year 10/11 which are
equivalent to one GCSE. These
courses allow students to
seamlessly progress from KS4 to
KS5 onto our BTEC L3 National
Sport course. Students who have
studied these courses have gained
places on sport courses at a
number of different universities.

Assessment

BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award
in Sport
The three components in the
qualification give learners the
opportunity to develop broad
knowledge and understanding of
the sport sector, and specialist
skills such as analysis, leadership,
and teaching and communication
at Levels 1 and 2.
Component 1 – Preparing
participants to take part in Sport
and Physical Activity (Internal –
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externally moderated 30%)
Component 2 – Taking part and
improving other participants'
sporting performance (Internal –
externally moderated 30%)
Component 3 – Developing fitness
to improve other participants'
performance in sport and physical
activity (External Synoptic 40%)
Sports Leadership

We highly recommend that
any student who picks Sport
at KS4 takes part in some
form of activity outside of
school e.g. Football club,
swimming club, hockey club
etc, at least once a week.
Also students who choose
Sport should have a very
good record of bringing PE
kit and taking part in extra
curricular teams.

Unit 1 - Building Leadership Skills
Unit 2 - Plan, lead and evaluate
sessions
Unit 3 - Assist in the planning and
leading of a sports event
Unit 4 - Lead sports/physical
activity sessions

What jobs does this
qualification link to?

The vocational courses we offer
allow students to progress onto
further education courses and into
a wide variety of jobs and careers
in the sport and leisure industry
such as:•
•
•
•

Personal Trainer
Sports Development Officer
Sports Coach
PE Teacher

Further Information
For further information
please contact Mrs Hope
Email:
vhope@ralphthoresby.com

O
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Holtdale Approach, Leeds LS16 7RX
www.ralphthoresby.com
0113 397 9911
Headteacher: Will Carr
headteacher@ralphthoresby.com

