
 

Year 9 Geography 
Scheme What are they learning? Why are they learning it? How will it help in the 

real world? 
Does it fit with the school 
INTENT statement at all? 
How? 

How will it link to 
future learning? 

Geography for the 21st 
Century 

• Key Topics: Adapting 
to Climate Change & 
Low Carbon Living, 
Natural Hazards, 
Urbanisation, Housing 
& Infrastructure, 
Population, 
Demographics & 
Migration, 
Ecosystems, Natural 
Resources, Education, 
Geopolitics and 
Globalisation, Human 
Health & 
Development, 
Technology & 
Communication and 
Economy 

• Understanding 
Earth’s physical, 
human and marine 
environments 

• Developing 
knowledge of human 
activities across 
Earth’s physical, 
human and marine 
environments 

• Appreciating the 
challenges posed to 
and by Earth’s 

• Topic areas identified 
by the Royal 
Geographical Society 
as the key areas of 
environmental, social 
and economic 
challenge in the 21st C. 

• Essential 
understanding of key 
geographical issues on 
a local, national and 
global level. 

• Develop core concepts 
of scale (personal to 
global), change over 
time and space. 

• Enhance confidence in 
making synoptic links 
between topics. 

• Introducing the 
concept of the global 
citizen and how 
individuals can enact 
change on a global 
scale (e.g. water 
footprint model). 

• Develop key 
geographical skills with 
cross-curricular links to 
English, Maths and 
Science. 

• Understanding the 
world around them 
and how this has 
and can be shaped 
by human activity. 

• Be educated on 
current geographical 
issues and debates 
(e.g. plastic 
pollution). 

• Be able to make 
positive changes to 
their own lifestyle, 
to benefit the 
planet. 

• Have an ability to 
construct graphs, 
use data tables and 
analyse information 
from them, both via 
technology and 
traditional methods. 

• To develop responsible 
citizens who continue to 
make a positive 
contribution to society by 
being actively engaged in 
sustainable practices in 
their daily lives. 

• Inspiring students to ask 
questions and enquire 
further into their planet 
at a variety of scales. 

 

• Develops a KS3 
understanding of 
key theories and 
concepts that will 
be related back to 
and built upon 
further at GCSE 
and A-Level. 

• Active links to 
cross-curricular 
skills in English 
and Maths. 



physical, human and 
marine environments 

• Developing 
confidence and 
knowledge of key 
geographical skills in 
the context of topics 
studied 

Investigating Geography • Completing a large 
scale geographical 
enquiry investigating 
management of 
Yorkshire’s East 
Coast. 

• Undertaking a small 
scale geographical 
enquiry to develop 
understanding of the 
geography of the 
school site. 

• Using remote 
fieldwork skills to 
investigate urban 
areas and the 
geographical 
challenges they pose 
in the 21st Century. 

• Investigating how 
coastal and urban 
environments are 
impacted on by human 
activity and how they 
can be managed. 

• Understanding the 
diverse nature of the 
Leeds region – an area 
with unique 
opportunities facing a 
range of challenges - 
and being able to 
compare and contrast 
with cities across the 
globe. 

• To experience first-
hand and develop a 
wider understanding of 
coastal environments. 

• Introduce and embed 
use of technology, with 
a focus on urban areas 
around the world. 

• Develop map, graph, 
statistical, sampling, 
enquiry, extended 
writing and fieldwork 
skills. 

• Understanding the 
wider region is 
essential in the 
context of growing 
up as a local 
resident. 

• Having an ability to 
compare and 
contrast life in Leeds 
and the wider UK 
region with other 
places around the 
world helps develop 
the concept of being 
‘a Global Citizen’. 

• Being able to 
complete a 
geographical 
enquiry supports 
organisational and 
problem solving skill 
development. 

• Environmental 
management will 
become increasingly 
important politically 
and in terms of 
employment in the 
future. 

• Understanding both local 
and international 
physical landscapes and 
human activity that 
impact on our world. 

• Inspiring students to 
learn about, visit and 
experience the diverse 
opportunities of the 
Yorkshire region. 

• Encouraging students to 
investigate the world 
using fieldwork skills to 
answer questions and 
test hypotheses. 

• To develop responsible 
citizens who continue to 
make a positive 
contribution to society by 
being actively engaged in 
sustainable practices in 
their daily lives. 

• Developing 
understanding of 
places and case 
studies from 
around the world. 

• Fieldwork 
investigations at 
GCSE and A level. 

• Active links with 
whole school 
literacy and 
numeracy 
development 
agendas. 



 


