
Y9 – Music (Option) 

Scheme What are they learning? 
Why are they learning 

it? 
HOW will it help in the real 

world? 
Does it fit with the school 

INTENT statement? If so, how? 
How will it link to future 

learning? 

Music Theory Basic skills in music theory. 

Develop a foundation of 
musical understanding 
which will be built on 

and applied to learning 
throughout the year. 

Develop critical thinking skills 
that promote problem solving. 

Students will start the course 
with varying experience of 

music theory, but these lessons 
will allow stretch and challenge 

for all students. 

Students will need to have 
an understanding of music 

theory to be able to 
analyse study pieces. 

AoS1 
Features of different styles of 

music from the Western Classical 
Tradition: 1600-1910. 

Develop understanding 
of these styles of music 
and improve listening 

skills and use of musical 
language. 

Students will gain an 
understanding and appreciation 
for historical traditions, cultures 

and changes through time. 

Learning about these different 
styles will inspire students’ 
curiosity through a range of 

practical applications. 

Learning will be applied in 
GCSE exam (worth 40%), 

in both sections A & 
Section B. 

AoS2 
Features of different styles of 

popular music. 

AoS3 
Features of music from different 

traditions. 

AoS4 
Features of different styles of 

music from the Western Classical 
Tradition since 1910. 

Performance 
Practice 

Instrumental and performance 
skills in both a solo and ensemble 

context. 

Students will become 
more accomplished and 
confident performers.  

All performances develop self-
confidence and skills in 

presentation, particularly in front 
of an audience. Solo 

performances develop 
independence and ensemble 

performances develop teamwork 
skills. 

Performance practice will 
develop creative, confident, 
independent and reflective 

learners. They will be 
successful and enjoy learning, 
making progress and achieving 

collaboratively.  

Performance is worth 30% 
of the GCSE. 

Composition 
Techniques 

Basic skills in composition 
including techniques and devices 
with the elements of music as a 

centre. 

Develop skills in 
composition to allow 

maximum progress to be 
made when conducting 

NEA. 

Develop creativity and freedom 
of expression. 

Composition practice will 
develop creative, confident, 
independent and reflective 

learners. They will be 
successful and enjoy learning, 

making progress and achieving. 

Composition is worth 30% 
of the GCSE. Free 

Composition 
Students will compose a piece of 

music in any style they wish. 
Brief 

Composition 
Students will compose a piece of 
music to an externally set brief. 

 

 

 

 



Y9 – Music (Wider World) 

Scheme What are they learning? 
Why are they 

learning it? 
HOW will it help in 

the real world? 
Does it fit with the school INTENT 

statement? If so, how? 
How will it link to future learning? 

Musical 
Futures 

Performing (voice, piano, 
guitar, bass, drums ukulele 
etc.)  
  
Identifying instruments 
aurally and visually. 

  
Reading music using 
relevant instrument 
notation. 
 
How to peer and self-
assess effectively. 
 
How to be a respectful and 
productive audience.  
 

 
The national 
curriculum for music 
at KS3 dictates that 
pupils should be 
taught to:   
  
Play and perform 
confidently  
 
Improvise and 
compose  
 
Use staff and other 
notations 
 
Develop an 
understanding of the 
music that they 
perform and to 
which they listen, 
and its history.  

Develops vital skills 
such as:  
  
Memory and 
Concentration  
Focus and 
productivity  
Confidence and 
creativity/expression  
Resilience and the 
rewards of hard 
work.  
Numeracy, logic and 
problem solving   
Teamwork  
Communication 
skills  
Stress reduction  
Critical thinking  
 

Performance practice will develop 
creative, confident, independent 
and reflective learners. They will 
be successful and enjoy learning, 
making progress and achieving 

collaboratively. 

Links to Maths include:  
Problem solving, chord/note 
intervals, chart reading, beat 
counting.  
  
Links to English include:  
Creative writing/lyrics analysis.  
  
Links to Biology include:  
Human anatomy – posture and the 
voice/diaphragm.  
  
Links to Humanities include:  
Historical and cultural implications of 
pop styles and artists from around 
the world.  
  
Links to PE include:  
Co-ordination and fine motor skills.  
  
Links to other creative arts include:  
Communicating and refining a live 
performance.  
   
Links to PSCHE could include:   
Stress reduction  
Team Work  
Memory and Concentration. 

Creating, 
Recording 

and 
Editing a 
Podcast 

Script writing  
 
Composition using music 
technology 
 
Recording and editing 
 
Publishing Podcasts 
  
 

Exploring different styles will 
inspire students’ curiosity 

through a range of practical 
applications. 
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