
Year 8 Geography 
Scheme What are they learning? Why are they learning it? How will it help in the real 

world? 
Does it fit with the school 
INTENT statement at all? 
How? 

How will it link to future 
learning? 

Coasts • Understanding 
physical processes 
and landform 
development. 

• Applying case studies, 
from high and low 
income countries, to 
learn about coastal 
erosion. 

• Understanding the 
link between physical 
processes and the 
lives of people and 
communities e.g. 
conflicting coastal 
management 
approaches in 
Happisburgh. 

• Developing use of 
maps, diagrams, key 
terms and physical 
geography concepts. 

• Understanding 
physical processes 
and human responses 
that impact on 
communities in the 
UK and wider world. 

 

• Understanding 
relevant issues of 
living in modern 
Britain. 

• Reflective learners 
thinking of others 
(e.g. loss of homes 
due to erosion) 

• Knowledge of coastal 
features, processes 
and management 
applicable to KS4 and 
KS5 

• Case studies 
applicable to KS4 and 
KS5. 

Ecosystems • Using map, atlas and 
ICT skills to learn 
about places around 
the world e.g. 
Amazon Rainforest. 

• Understanding global 
issues and pressures 
on natural 
ecosystems. 

• Develop geographical 
and research skills 
e.g. independent 
research to support 
Amazon problem 
solving activity. 

• Learn about natural 
places around the 
world – 
understanding places 
around the world is at 
the core of 
geographical study. 

• Developing research, 
ICT and map skills e.g. 
different approaches 
to managing 
deforestation. 

• Understanding 
different ecosystems 
around the world, 
and how humans can 
positively and 
negatively impact on 
them. 

• Developing creative 
and independent 
learners. 

• Responsible citizens 
making a positive 
contribution to 
society. 

• Research, ICT, map 
and atlas skills. 

• Developing 
understanding of 
ecosystems and case 
studies from around 
the world (KS4 topic). 

Tectonics • Understanding the 
different factors that 
affect tectonic 
activity. 

• Applying case studies, 
from high and low 
income countries, to 

• Develop an 
understanding of how 
different tectonic 
hazards impact on 
people and the 
environment. 

• Improving knowledge 
and appreciation of 

• Understanding 
physical processes 
and human responses 
that impact on 
communities. 

• Applying case studies 
and research skills to 
contemporary issues. 

• Creative, 
independent and 
reflective learners. 

• Inspiring curiosity 
through a range of 
activities. 

• Understanding of 
how natural hazards 
can impact on people 
and the environment 
(KS4 and 5 link) 



learn about tectonic 
activity. 

issues of living in 
different places 
around the world. 

Hazards • Understanding the 
different factors that 
create different 
hazards. 

• Applying case studies, 
from high and low 
income countries, to 
learn about hazards. 

• Understanding the 
link between physical 
processes and the 
lives of people and 
communities. 

• Developing the use of 
maps, diagrams, key 
terms and physical 
geography concepts. 

• Understanding 
physical processes 
and human responses 
that impact on 
communities. 

• Applying case studies 
and research skills to 
contemporary issues 
(e.g. climate change 
and global warming). 

• Developing 
independent and 
reflective learners. 

• Responsible citizens 
making a positive 
contribution to 
society. 

• Understanding of 
how natural hazards 
can impact on people 
and the environment 
(KS4 and 5 link). 

• Applying case studies 
to give examples of 
concepts as used at 
GCSE and A level. 

Weather and Climate • Investigating different 
weather conditions 
and how they can 
impact on people and 
the environment. 

• Understanding how 
weather and climate 
can affect people at a 
variety of scales – 
local, national, 
international, global.  

• Understanding how 
almost all aspects of 
our lives are linked to 
weather and climate 
e.g. global food trade. 

• Developing map, 
atlas, ICT and 
research skills. 

• Organising, 
researching, planning 
and completing a 
project within a time 
frame. 

• Understanding global 
factors is essential to 
understanding local, 
regional and national 
processes of weather 
and climate. 

• Creative, 
independent and 
reflective learners. 

• Student curiosity and 
engagement by 
including activities 
inside and outside the 
classroom. 

• Concepts, knowledge 
and skills of weather 
and climate applied at 
GCSE and A level. 

Changing Britain • Understanding glacial 
processes and how 
they have shaped 
Britain’s physical 
landscape. 

• Investigate how 
Britain’s 
demographics, 
population and 
settlements have 
changed over time. 

• Develop an 
understanding of how 
Britain has changed 
over time 
geographically. 

• Giving students 
opportunity to 
experience GIS skills. 

• Further 
understanding of 
local and national 
Geography. 

• Awareness of current 
and historical national 
geographical issues. 

 

• Develop students’ 
thinking  and 
understanding of 
living in modern 
Britain. 

• Developing 
independent and 
reflective learners. 

 

 

• Links to Wider World 
in Year 9. 

• Key Stage 4 and 5 link 
in population and 
urbanisation studies. 

 


