
 

KS5 History: Year 8  
Scheme What are they learning? Why are they 

learning it? 
How will it help in the real 
world? 

Does it fit with the school 
INTENT statement at all? 
How? 

How will it link to future 
learning? 

What Problems did Elizabeth I 
face?  

Pupils are introduced to 
Elizabeth I through a 
study of her portraits, 
they focus upon the use 
of symbolism how it was 
used to promote a ‘cult of 
personality’. Pupils then 
go on to explore the 
problems that Elizabeth 
faced and how they 
overcame them.  

Pupils are introduced 
more complex 
political issues such 
as political factions 
and foreign policy. 
 
They gain a broader 
understanding of the 
Tudor family tree and 
the impact that they 
had globally.  
 
Pupil’s revisit and 
improve upon their 
understanding of 
complex historical 
concepts such as 
Divine Right to Rule.  
 

Throughout the unit, 
students’ attention is 
focused on the moral 
ambiguities and 
contradictions of power. 
For instance, in 
Elizabeth’s dealings with 
Mary Queen of Scots. 
 
 

To inspire and raise 
pupils’ interest in the arts 
supporting the schools 
aim to remain committed 
to arts subjects, both as 
part of the curriculum 
and as part of the school’s 
extensive enrichment and 
extra-curricular 
programme. 

Students in Year also 
study Tudor portraits in 
art. This lesson helps 
them to interpret the 
portraits more effectives 
and spot the suitable 
nuances in them and 
emerges them in 
‘culture’.  
 
Helping pupils to develop 
their chronological 
understanding of the past 
as the consequences of 
the reformation play out.  
 
 

Why did the Spanish Armada 
fail?  

Pupils develop their 
subject knowledge of the 
events surrounding the 
defeat of the Spanish 
Armada and to 
hypothesize regarding the 
reasons for this? 

To allow pupils 
develop their 
historical skills by 
completing a 
historical enquiry 
with a degree of 
independence, 
deepening their 
understanding of 
how History is 
constructed. 
 
 

Pupils will develop their 
independence and 
research and respond to 
an historical ‘enquiry.  
 
 

Develop students as 
learners and encourages 
independence.  

Raises pupils 
understanding of 
European History.  
 
Provides a basis of 
understanding for future 
historical study.  For, 
example the role of the 
navy in Empire later in 
year 8 and Mercantilism 
and the Navigation Acts in 
KS5.  
 



Why was England ‘turned 
upside down’ in 1625?  

Pupils investigate the 
cause and impact of the 
English Civil War.  

Students are 
introduced to new 
political ideas such as 
Republics, 
Radicalism, Regicide 
and transfers of 
power. They are 
introduced to 
significant historical 
figure like Oliver 
Cromwell. They 
explore the 
consequences of the 
English Civil War and 
the impact that it had 
on the British Isles.  
 
Pupils will develop 
their source analyse 
skills and will create 
their own historical 
arguments based 
upon the historical 
evidence presented 
to them.   

Pupils start to gain an 
insight to Constitutional 
Monarchy and different 
system of government. 
 
It helps them understand 
the importance of 
democracy.  

This unit of learning 
upholds British Values 
surrounding democracy 
and promotes a 
harmonious society. 
 
 
 
 

Provides a framework of 
knowledge that helps 
pupils to develop their 
understanding of the 
wider world and its 
people and will be 
particularly useful to 
citizenship.  
 

What was the Scientific 
Revolution and to what 
extend did it change people’s 
minds? 

Pupils explore how the 
development of scientific 
thought led to the 
changes between the 
years of 1450 -1701, in an 
era sometimes referred 
to as the Renaissance and 
consider how the new 
understanding challenged 
existing ideas such as 
witchcraft.  

Throughout the unit, 
students’ focus on 
the issue of the 
cultural impact of 
superstition, science 
and art  
 
 This unit is closely 
linked to the issue of 
religious freedom 
highlighted 
throughout Year 7, 
reinforcing students 

Help pupils to develop a 
secure knowledge of the 
world today and how it 
came to be.  
 
To begin to understand 
Key Historical concepts 
and era across time and 
make connections 
between them.  

Inspire student’s curiosity 
and engagement in 
learning. 

Provides a framework of 
knowledge that helps 
pupils to develop their 
understanding of the 
wider world and its 
people and will be 
particularly useful to 
Science, Maths Religious 
studies and art.  
 
Pupils explore key 
concepts that will help 
with their GCSE studies 



prior learning and 
expanding it into new 
concepts.  
 
Students develop 
their history know 
how by exploring 
how the routes and 
motivation of change 
were found in past 
societies (Ancient 
Greece and Rome) 
and gain an 
understanding of 
how events in Europe 
have shaped national 
History. Pupils 
develop their literacy 
skill through guiding 
reading, 
comprehension tasks 
and critical thinking. 

both in term of their 
chronological 
understanding and key 
terminology such as 
superstition and 
supernatural beliefs.   
 

How did Britain establish its 
Empire?  

Students study the 
creation of Empire 
through the study of a 
artefacts from the British 
Museum.  
They will also explore 
contemporary academic 
text and interpretations 
using extracts and tweets 
from Sanghera Santham, 
the author of Empireland 
and the works of David 
Olusoga.   

In this unit pupils are 
exposed the works of 
modern-day 
historians and the 
Historical 
Controversy 
surrounding the 
teaching of Empire.  
 
They will be 
considered how 
Empire should be 
taught in schools and 
make connection to 
recent events such as 
the Black Lives 

Help pupils to develop a 
secure knowledge of the 
world today and how it 
came to be.  
 
To challenge 
misconceptions about 
what it means to be 
British and promotes 
tolerance and 
understanding of the 
diverse nature of British 
society.  
 

The promotion of British 
Values and to encourage 
tolerance and 
understanding. Pupils are 
encouraged to empathise 
and listen to the views 
and feeling of others. To 
support this, students are 
discouraged from thinking 
about the British Empire 
in terms of good/bad and 
blame/guilt.  

Pupils explore key 
concepts that will help 
with their historical 
studies such as 
colonisation and 
commonwealth.    
 



Matter protests from 
the summer of 2020.  
 
They are introduced 
to new peoples such 
Native American and 
Aboriginal people of 
Australia.  
 
Students develop a 
complexity in their 
Historical 
understanding of the 
relationship between 
events such as 
Slavery and Empire 
and the Industrial 
Revolution.  
 
 

What was the Transatlantic 
Slave Trade and how did 
African’s resist it? 

Pupils develop their 
understanding of Empire 
by studying the 
transatlantic trade 
routes, the middle 
passage, slave rebellions 
and  

Students are making 
connection to 
understand the 
complexity of 
Historical narratives 
and the links 
between them 
locally, nationally and 
globally.  
 
They are encouraged 
to thinks about the 
importance to human 
rights and to consider 
the consequences of 
the abuses of them.  
 
 

Help pupils to develop a 
secure knowledge of the 
world today and how it 
came to be.  
 
To challenge 
misconceptions about 
what it means to be 
British and promotes 
tolerance and 
understanding of the 
diverse nature of British 
society.  
 

The promotion of British 
Values and to encourage 
tolerance and 
understanding. 

To promote diversity, 
toleration and freedom.  



What was it like to live 
through the Industrial 
Revolution?  

Student study the 
reasons behind the 
industrial revolution and 
the changes that it made 
to the everyday lives of 
the people.  

Students consider the 
speed of change and 
how these changes 
led to the 
developments of a 
society in which they 
can recognise.  
 
To build upon 
existing substantive 
knowledge and 
develop new key 
concepts such as 
public health., 
employment law and 
regulation.   

To help pupils understand 
their substantive 
historical knowledge of 
their local area.  
 
To develop their 
chronological 
understanding.  
 
Develop literacy skills, 
verbal reasoning and 
communicating 
viewpoints. 

To develop students’ 
thinking on relevant 
issues of living in modern 
Britain.  

Provides a framework of 
knowledge that helps 
pupils to develop their 
understanding of the 
wider world and its 
people and will be 
particularly useful to 
STEM subjects, business 
and economics.  

To what extent has popular 
protest remained the same 
over time?  

Student will study a range 
of popular protests and 
investigate the power of 
them as a force for 
change and compare the 
difference and similarities 
between them.  

This is an 
introduction to the 
discipline of a 
breadth or thematic 
study. Students will 
learn how to assess 
change over time and 
how thematic studies 
can also re-enforce 
prior learning and 
develop the 
complexity of 
understanding 
through the study of 
a thematic approach. 
To explore different 
types of historical 
sources such the use 
of media and oral 
histories.  

To develop both the 
chronological and 
substantive knowledge of 
history.  

To Inspire student’s 
curiosity and engagement 
in learning by looking at 
history ’through a 
different lens’.  

To develop pupils 
understanding of 
discipline within an 
academic subject.  



Why did women set the world 
light in the 19th and 
20TH Centuries? 

Pupils will explore how 
the 19th and 20th 
Centuries have 
challenged people’s 
thinking about the roles, 
rights and standing of 
women over time.  

Inclusion for all 
pupils   
 Through the 
Encouragement of 
pupils to be 
inquisitive about 
people and respectful 
of their beliefs.   
 

Allows pupils to develop 
their understanding of 
diversity by overcoming 
sweeping misconceptions 
and generalisations.   
  
To ensure inclusion within 
the History curriculum. 
 

To uphold British values 
through the promotion of 
equality for all.   
 

Provides a framework of 
knowledge that helps 
pupils to develop their 
understanding of the 
wider world and its 
people and will be 
particularly useful to 
citizenship, RE and 
English.  

 


