
 

KS5 History: Year 7-  
Scheme What are they learning? Why are they 

learning it? 
How will it help in the real 
world? 

Does it fit with the school 
INTENT statement at all? 
How? 

How will it link to future 
learning? 

What is History?   Students spend two 
lessons discussing and 
learning about History as a 
discipline and what an 
Historian does. They are 
introducing to the work of 
established historians and 
tackle misconceptions 
about History 

These lessons are 
about expanding 
pupils understanding 
of the work of 
Historians. These 
lessons help pupils to 
understand why and 
how History is 
constructed and see 
that it is more than a 
fact-finding exercise. 

Students will gain a 
greater understanding of 
the complexity of 
academic studies and 
how academic text is 
constructed.  
They will begin to address 
some of the 
misconceptions about 
History and apply this to 
other subjects  

To install high 
expectations of academic 
success and discipline.  
 

Students will be able to 
make progress in history 
if they have an 
understand of how 
Historians go about their 
work.  
The learning from these 
lessons provides a solid 
foundation on which 
students can build in 
future lessons.   
Much of the History 
‘know how’ will be 
transferable to many 
other subjects, especially 
Humanities based 
subjects.  

Where do the British come 
from? (A history of Britain 
through the people who 
migrated here)   

A chronological study 
which helps pupils to 
understand the History of 
the British Isles.  

To challenge 
misconceptions 
about what it means 
to be British and 
promotes tolerance 
and understanding of 
the diverse nature of 
British society. 
 
To help students 
developed a 
knowledge of the 
broad characteristic 
of different time 
periods.  

Help pupils to develop a 
secure knowledge of the 
world today and how it 
came to be.  
 
To begin to understand 
Key Historical concepts 
such as Change over time. 
 
 
 

Develop confident 
citizens who understand 
core British Values and 
how they came to be.  
 
 

Throughout future 
lessons pupils will 
frequently revisit these 
time periods and will be 
able to recognise the key 
features of them and will 
build up on their 
knowledge of them 
developing a secure 
substantive knowledge of 
the past and the links 
between them.  



 
To help secure pupils 
understanding of 
prior knowledge.  

Why was Britain in crisis in 
1066?  

An introduction to 
Historical Enquiry.  
 
Pupils will be able to 
understand why England 
was in ‘crisis’ and identify 
why several people wanted 
to succeed Edward, be able 
to name them and the 
basis for their claims.  

To develop pupils’ 
understanding of key 
concepts and 
terminology that 
they will be 
challenges with 
throughout their 
historical studies 
such as  
Power 
Throne  
Monarch 
Succession 
 
 
To develop 
Communication Skills 
and why 
 
Introduce the 
concepts complex 
judgements.  
 

Develop literacy skills, 
verbal reasoning and 
communicating 
viewpoints. 
 

Inspire student’s curiosity 
and engagement in 
learning.  

To develops pupils 
understanding of key 
concepts and terminology 
that they will be 
challenged with 
throughout their 
historical studies such as  
Power 
Throne  
Monarch 
Succession 
 
Develops cross curriculum 
links to other subjects 
such as the study of 
McBeth in English.  
 

  



Why did William Win the 
Battle of Hastings?  

Students will study the 
Battle of Hastings and 
will be introduce to the 
concept of Causation. 
 

Students will use the 
knowledge to 
categorise 
information into 
‘factors’ and be 
asked to reach their 
own informed 
Judgement and 
deepen their 
understanding of 
how Historian’s 
construct arguments.  
 
Deepen pupils 
understanding of 
sense of period and 
chronological 
understanding.  
 

Develop research and 
analytical skills 
 
Develop formal 
communication skills 
 
Develops both pupil’s 
substantive and 
disciplinary knowledge of 
History.   

Provides an opportunity 
for pupils to be 
independent and 
confident learners.   
 

Develops literacy and 
essay writing skills. 
 
Provides a framework of 
knowledge that can be 
help students access 
History at KS4.  
 
 

How important was the 
Church in the Middle Ages?  

Student will study the role 
played by the Church in the 
Middle Ages in the lives of 
the people and the 
relationship between 
politics and religion.  

Students are 
introduced to new 
historical concepts 
and focus on the 
Interpretation and 
reliability of historical 
sources.  
 
Pupils also gain a 
greater 
understanding of 
how the past shapes 
our lives today, 
through the ideas 
about heaven and 
hell and the structure 
of religious 
institutions such as 
the Catholic Church 

Deepens pupils 
understand of the role of 
spirituality in peoples live 
over time.  
 
Introduces students to 
key terminology such as 
Pope and Hierarchy  
 
Helps students to 
understand the role of 
church in society today. 

Inspire student’s curiosity 
and engagement in 
learning. 
 
 

Links to the study of 
Christianity in R.E.  
 
Develops pupils 
understanding of periods 
which will also help them 
in their English lessons.  
 
 



What difference did the 
Black Death make to the 
people of Walsham?   

Pupils explore the lives of 
the people of Walsham in 
the build up to, during and 
after the outbreak of the 
Black Death in 1300’s 

To develops pupils 
understanding of 
change and 
continuity, short and 
long-term impact. 
 
Starts to develop 
pupils understanding 
of the ‘economy’ and 
the relationship 
between economic, 
political and religious 
factors.  
Pupils are 
encouraged to really 
think and improve 
about the 
sophistication of 
their written work. 
There is an increased 
focus on vocabulary 
in these lessons.  
 

Re-enforces and builds 
upon pupils’ prior 
knowledge of sense of 
period.  
 
Introduces key 
terminology such as 
pestilence, peasant, 
pilgrimage.  
 
This unit is really helping 
pupils to share and 
express their feelings 
about the Covid 19 
outbreak and identify 
similarities and difference 
between the two 
pandemics. Realising that 
our ancestors were all 
that different from 
people today.    
 
 

Pupils are encouraged to 
listen and support one 
another as they talk 
about their experiences 
of the Covid 19 pandemic 
in a caring and supportive 
environment.  

Supports the 
development of literacy 
skills across all subjects. 
 
 
Supports the pastoral 
team in helping to 
identify students who 
may need extra support.  
 
 
Provides a framework of 
knowledge that can be 
help students access 
History at KS4.  

 

What can we learn about 
the Medieval World from 
the book of Margery 
Kempe? 

Students explore life in the 
Middle Ages, though the 
works of Margery Kemp, 
who travelled across 
‘Christendom’.  Pupils will 
learn more about medieval 
villages and how people 
lived, will be introduced to 
medieval trade and how 
England was connected to 
the rest of the World and 
what mattered to the 
people in the Middle Ages.  

Pupils to explore the 
overriding concept of 
society and see how 
link to religious, 
political and the 
economic thinking of 
the time period. They 
are also introduced 
to wider world 
history of the time 
period adding 
geographical depth 
to the curriculum.  
 

Understanding the local 
and wider area as we 
study history nationally 
and globally.  
 
Develops pupils holistic 
understanding of the 
sense of period and 
allows pupils to apply 
reoccurring terms into 
different historical 
concepts.  
 
  

Inclusion for all pupils  
 Through the 
Encouragement of pupils 
to be inquisitive about 
people and respectful of 
their beliefs.  
 
Pupils are encouraged to 
be respectful of the views 
of others.   

Provides a framework of 
knowledge that helps 
pupils to develop their 
understanding of the 
wider world and its 
people and will be 
particularly useful to 
geography, RE, business 
and economics.  



What did the rest of the 
World look like in the Middle 
Ages? (A focus on Africa and 
the Middle East)  

Pupils study how other 
‘kingdoms’ viewed the 
medieval world and 
challenge some of the 
stereotypes/misconceptions 
that they may have about 
the development, wealth 
and culture of other 
continents during the 
Middle Ages’, with a focus 
on the Middle East and 
Africa.  

Pupils use a range of 
Maps to explore 
what the people of 
Medieval times knew 
about and viewed 
the World.  
 
They also see how 
their understanding 
of the World 
developed at this 
time and the 
importance of trade. 
 
To study the power, 
wealth and influence 
of a significant 
induvial Mansa 
Musa.  

Allows pupils to develop 
their understanding of 
diversity by overcoming 
sweeping misconceptions 
and generalisations.  
 
To ensure inclusion 
within the History 
curriculum.  

Inclusion for all pupils  
 Through the 
Encouragement of pupils 
to be inquisitive about 
people and respectful of 
their beliefs.  
 
Pupils are encouraged to 
be respectful of the views 
of others.   

Provides a framework of 
knowledge that helps 
pupils to develop their 
understanding of the 
wider world and its 
people and will be 
particularly useful to 
geography, RE, business 
and economics. 
 
This unit will also help 
students to understand 
the reasons behind 
Empire throughout their 
studies.  

What was the Reformation?  Students explore both the 
European and English 
reformation and the impact 
and consequences these 
had on society. This 
includes a case study on 
Margaret Clitherow, a 
Yorkshire woman who has 
executed for her faith.  

Student will gain an 
understanding of 
how the Church of 
England came to be. 
Deepen their 
understanding of the 
roles of Church and 
State in society and 
the differences 
between them.   
 
Investigate influential 
historical individuals 
at a European, 
National and local 
level and make link 
between them.  
 
 

Students will develop 
their literacy skills, learn 
how to analyse a piece of 
art and be able to 
appreciate the value of 
religious freedoms today.  

Contributes to the 
understanding of British 
Values and a promotes a 
harmonious society.  

Supports the 
development of literacy 
and oracy skills across all 
subjects. 
 
Provides a framework of 
knowledge that helps 
pupils to develop their 
understanding of the 
wider world and its 
people and will be 
particularly useful to 
geography, RE.  
 

 



They will develop a 
foundation of 
understand on both 
existing and new 
historical concepts 
that will reoccur 
through their studies 
including the 
following:  
Reformation, conflict, 
chronology, 
Persecution, power, 
wealth, Catholic, 
Protestant, 
Puritanism 
 
They will further 
develop their 
historical disciplines 
of interpretation, 
cause and 
consequence, source 
and analyse, writing 
an historical 
narrative and 
knowledge.  

 


