
 

KS4 History: Year 10 A Wider World Study 
Scheme What are they learning? Why are they 

learning it? 
How will it help in the real 
world? 

Does it fit with the school 
INTENT statement at all? 
How? 

How will it link to future 
learning? 

Paper One 
Unit one 
Conflict and Tension 
between East and West 
1945 –1972 (A wider world 
depth study) 
Students will study the 
causes and events of the 
Cold War and how and why 
they occurred and why it was 
difficult to resolve. Studies 
mainly focus on the increase 
and decline of tensions 
between the two main 
superpowers of the time, the 
United States and the USSR.  
 
 

Studies covers three units of 
overing the following key 
themes and the links 
between them: 

Part One: The Origins of the 
Cold War.  

• In this unit pupils learn 
about the breakdown of 
the relationship of the 
World War II allies, 
understand the divisions 
created by communism 
and capitalist ideology, 
changing leadership, the 
development of the 
atomic bombs and the 
cause and consequences 
of America’s attempts to 
contain the spread of 
communist power.  
Students will focus the 
analysis io the impact 
that these events had on 
superpower relations. 

Part Two: The Development 
of the Cold War 

• In this unit pupil's 
development, their 
understanding of the 
tensions as the explore 
the way that the 

The Cold War unit 
assists students in 
making the 
transition from KS3 
to KS4 seamless as 
the build upon their 
background studies 
undertaken in year 
9 building both 
confidence and 
resilience. 
Additionally, 
students find the 
unit of learning 
fascinating as 
frequently name it 
as their ‘favourite’ 
unit of learning.  
 
Whereas, the 
America unit 
introduces students 
new and interesting 
people, raises their 
awareness of 
divisions in society 
and helps to place 
the Legacy of race 
relations into its 
historical context as 

Students will develop 
their: 

• Gain the skills 
required to 
succeed at the 
next academic 
level in broad 
range of subjects. 

• Become 
confident readers 
and be able to sift 
through and 
prioritise 
information 

• Develop strong 
analysis skills and 
think for 
themselves. 

• Gain a greater 
understanding of 
international 
relations today. 

• Develop a good 
level of interest in 
current political, 
social, moral and 
economic affairs 

• Develop an 
interest in 
History, that will 

Develop students as 
learners and encourages 
independence. 
 
To inspire and raise 
pupils’ interest in both 
past and current affairs 
and continued learning.  
 
Develop a good general 
understanding of History 
as a discipline.  
understanding  
 
 
In addition to academic 
success, History students 
gain a greater sense of 
self of their place in the 
world and become 
confident and respectful 
citizens who are mindful 
of British values and our 
place in the world. 

Many of our GCSE History 
students go onto study at 
six forms. The course 
prepares them well for 
their A 'level studies and 
has many transferable 
skills.  
 
For those that don’t GCSE 
history is a well respect 
qualification, that is 
known for its academic 
rigour.  
 
Provides a basis of 
understanding for future 
historical study.  For, 
example our KS5 unit of 
civil rights and pick up the 
Historical narrative of 
Race Relations pretty 
much where our KS4 
studies on the topic ends.  
 

 



superpowers respond to 
increasing tensions. 
Students develop their 
understanding the 
military rivalry between 
the two sides, develop 
their chronological 
understanding of both 
the arms and space 
races; learn subject 
specific concepts such as 
the idea of ‘mutually 
assured destruction’ and 
cold war propaganda 
campaigns such as 
McCarthyism and ‘duck 
and cover’. Finally, they 
study the impact that 
the decline in relations 
between the 
superpowers as they 
learn about the 
Hungarian uprising and 
the construction of the 
Berlin Wall.  

Part Three: Transformation 
of the Cold War 

• In this unit pupils analyse 
the causes and 
consequences of the 
Cuban Revolution. 
Gaining an 
understanding of how 
close the World came to 
all out atomic war. They 
learn about how they 
Soviets maintain an iron 
grip over the Eastern 

we pick up the trail 
from KS3 with the 
creation and 
decline of empire 
and the end of 
Slavery and the 
beginnings of 
segregation.  
 
Students develop 
their understanding 
of History as a 
discipline, and 
students are taught 
to think clearly and 
intelligently about 
challenging 
intellectual 
problems and 
historical 
controversies. 
Key skill focuses on 
writing historical 
narratives, 
significance, 
chronological 
understanding and 
students are 
encouraged to 
show depth of 
understanding 
about complex 
historical events 
and argue their 
ideas with 

mature as they 
do.  

 
 



Bloc as they study the 
Prague uprising and 
finally, they look at how 
increasing tensions and 
economic factors finally 
led to a thaw in relations 
as several significant 
peace agreements are 
made.   

 
 

confidence and 
flair. They gain a 
greater 
understanding of 
what it means to be 
an Historian and 
develop a degree of 
sophistication in 
their 
communication 
skills 

 Unit two 
America, 1840–1895: 
Expansion and consolidation 
(Period study) 
 
 

Studies covers four units of 
work covering the following 
key themes and the links 
between them: 
Part One: The geography of 
the USA 
 

• Students learn to 
understand what is 
meant by the term 
‘The Great 
American’ Desert or 
‘The Great Plains’ 
and attitudes 
towards them 

Part two: The Early Settlers 

• Students investigate 
a range of different 
people who settle in 
the West including 
the Mormons. The 
learn about how 
ideological concepts 
like Manifest 
Destiney encourages 
them to settle their 



and explore the 
stories of early 
pioneers and 
adventurers, their 
resilience and 
creatively in order to 
overcome the 
challenges that they 
faced. Part three: 
The Plains Indians 

• Pupils explore new 
people and new 
realms in this case 
study. They develop 
an understanding 
and respect for 
other people culture, 
believes and lifestyle 
and empathise when 
they are faced with 
conflict.  

Part four: Conflict on the 
Plains 

• I think a better name 
for this unit would 
be how the West 
was won. Students 
explore the conflicts 
that occur 
throughout this time 
period. They study 
the inevitable Indian 
wars and the 
reasons behind and 
aftermath of the 
American Civil War.  

 


