
 

GCSE Geography (Years 10 and 11) 
Scheme What are they learning? Why are they learning it? How will it help in the real 

world? 
Does it fit with the school 
INTENT statement at all? 
How? 

How will it link to future 
learning? 

Weather & Climate • Why is the UK climate 
so variable?  

• How does the global 
circulation of the 
atmosphere create 
distinctive climate 
zones?  

• How are weather 
hazards distributed at a 
global scale and how 
does this pattern 
change over time?  

• What are the causes, 
impacts and responses 
to two contrasting 
extreme weather 
events? 

• Understanding how 
global, national and 
local processes linked 
to weather and 
climate have direct 
impacts on the world 
we all live in. 

• Weather and climate 
have huge impacts 
politically, 
economically and 
environmentally e.g. 
global food trade and 
production. 

• Changes in climate 
are becoming 
increasing significant 
politically and in 
terms of 
employment. 

• Understanding global 
scale links and 
processes (e.g. global 
circulation model) is 
essential to 
understanding local, 
regional and national 
changes. 

• To develop students’ 
thinking on relevant 
issues of living in 
modern Britain. 

• To develop 
responsible citizens 
who continue to 
make a positive 
contribution to 
society by being 
actively engaged in 
sustainable practices 
in their daily lives e.g. 
impacts of global food 
trade. 

• Developing an 
understanding of 
place and using case 
studies from around 
the world e.g. biomes 
and climate zones. 

• Applying research, 
ICT, map, graph, 
extended writing and 
statistical skills. 

• Active links with 
whole school literacy 
and numeracy 
agendas. 

Climate Change – Cause & 
Effect 

• How has climate 
changed during the 
Quaternary period?  

• What are the causes of 
global warming?  

• What are the 
consequences of 
climate change?  

• How and why do 
attitudes to climate 
change vary?  

• What role can 
individuals and 
government in the UK 

• Climate change has 
links to all 
environmental issues 
facing the world 
today e.g. water 
resources. 

• Understanding how 
global, national and 
local processes linked 
to climate change 
have direct impacts 
on the world we all 
live in. 

• Managing climate 
change will be one of 
the most important 
global challenges this 
century. 

• Changes in climate 
are becoming 
increasing significant 
politically and in 
terms of 
employment. 

• Understanding global 
scale links and 
processes (e.g. the 
greenhouse effect) is 

• To develop students’ 
thinking on relevant 
issues of living in 
modern Britain. 

• The importance of 
the place of 
individuals and the 
school in the 
community. 

• To develop 
responsible citizens 
who continue to 
make a positive 
contribution to 
society by being 

• Developing an 
understanding of 
place and using case 
studies from around 
the world e.g. areas 
impacted on by 
climate change. 

• Applying research, 
ICT, map, graph, 
extended writing and 
statistical skills. 

• Active links with 
whole school literacy 
and numeracy 
agendas. 



play in reducing the 
risk of climate change? 

essential to 
understanding local, 
regional and national 
changes. 

actively engaged in 
sustainable practices 
in their daily lives e.g. 
local recycling and 
energy use has global 
impacts linked to a 
changing climate. 

Urban and rural processes 
and change in the UK 

• What are the 
distinctive features of 
urban and rural 
places in the UK? 

• What changes are 
taking place in urban 
and rural areas and 
why? 

• What is the cause and 
effect of changes in 
UK retail provision? 

• What are the issues 
linked to rural and 
urban UK leisure use? 

• To experience first-
hand and develop a 
wider understanding 
of the local area and 
wider region. 

• Develop map, graph, 
statistical, extended 
writing and fieldwork 
skills. 

• Understand how 
Leeds has evolved as 
a city and the 
processes that are 
shaping it today e.g. 
global trade and 
multi-national 
corporations. 

• Understanding the 
local area and wider 
region is essential in 
the context of 
growing up as a local 
resident. 

• Being able to 
complete a 
geographical enquiry 
supports 
organisational and 
problem solving skill 
development. 

• To develop students’ 
thinking on relevant 
issues of living in 
modern Britain. 

• The importance of 
the place of 
individuals and the 
school in the 
community. 

• To develop 
responsible citizens 
who continue to 
make a positive 
contribution to 
society by being 
actively engaged in 
sustainable practices 
in their daily lives. 

• Fieldwork skills and 
investigations used at 
KS5. 

• Developing an 
understanding of 
place and using case 
studies from around 
the world. 

• Applying research, 
ICT, map, graph, 
extended writing and 
statistical skills. 

• Active links with 
whole school literacy 
and numeracy 
agendas. 

A global perspective on 
development issues 

• What are global 
patterns of 
development? 

• What are the causes 
and consequences of 
uneven 
development? 

• What are the global 
processes that 
connect countries at 
different levels of 
development? 

• Understanding how 
our local area, wider 
region and the UK 
links to other places 
around the world. 

• Understand how the 
processes that shape 
all aspects of our lives 
have global links. 

• Understanding how 
the UK has similarities 
with and differences 
to other countries. 

• Understanding global 
scale links and 
processes is essential 
to understanding 
local, regional and 
national changes. 

• Globalisation will 
impact all aspects of 
students’ lives, 
increasingly so in the 
future. 

• To develop students’ 
thinking on relevant 
issues of living in 
modern Britain. 

• Learning about the 
diverse nature of our 
community, with a 
global perspective. 

• Developing 
independent and 
reflective learners 

• Developing an 
understanding of 
place and using case 
studies from around 
the world. 

• Applying research, 
ICT, map, graph, 
extended writing and 
statistical skills. 

• Active links with 
whole school literacy 
and numeracy 
agendas. 



• What are the 
advantages of 
different types of aid 
project? 

Geographical Enquiry • Completing a 
geographical enquiry 
investigating 
management of 
tourism in the 
Yorkshire Dales 
National Park. 

• Using the 6 stages of 
enquiry to 
independently 
answer a key 
geographical 
question. 

• Investigating how 
fragile environments 
are impacted on by 
human activity and 
how they can be 
managed. 

• Understanding the 
diverse nature of the 
region surrounding 
Leeds – an area with 
unique opportunities 
facing a range of 
challenges. 

• To experience first-
hand and develop a 
wider understanding 
of the wider Yorkshire 
region. 

• Develop map, graph, 
statistical, sampling, 
enquiry, extended 
writing and fieldwork 
skills. 

• Understanding the 
wider region is 
essential in the 
context of growing up 
as a local resident. 

• Being able to 
complete a 
geographical enquiry 
supports 
organisational and 
problem solving skill 
development. 

• Environmental 
management will 
become increasingly 
important politically 
and in terms of 
employment in the 
future. 

• Understanding local 
physical landscapes 
and human activity 
that impacts on the 
Yorkshire Dales. 

• Inspiring students to 
learn about, visit and 
experience the 
diverse opportunities 
of the Yorkshire 
region. 

• Encouraging students 
to investigate the 
wider region using 
fieldwork skills to 
answer questions and 
test hypotheses. 

• To develop 
responsible citizens 
who continue to 
make a positive 
contribution to 
society by being 
actively engaged in 
sustainable practices 
in their daily lives. 

• Developing 
understanding of 
places and case 
studies from around 
the world. 

• Fieldwork 
investigations at GCSE 
and A level. 

• Active links with 
whole school literacy 
and numeracy 
development 
agendas. 

Coasts & Coastal 
Management 

• How do people and 
processes contribute 
to the development of 
distinctive coastal 
landscapes in the UK?  

• Investigate how 
physical 
geography 
processes (e.g. 
erosion, mass 
movement) 

• Understanding 
the wider region, 
including 
Yorkshire’s east 
coast, is 
important in the 

• To inspire 
students’ 
curiosity through 
a range of 
practical 
applications in 
and out of the 

• Research, ICT, map and 
atlas skills. 

• Developing 
understanding of 
places and case studies 
from around the world. 



• How are coastlines 
managed? 

• Why is coastal 
management often 
controversial?   

• What are the predicted 
impacts of climate 
change on coastal 
landscapes and 
communities? 

impact on 
dynamic coastal 
landscapes. 

• To understand 
how physical 
coastal 
landscapes are 
linked to the 
human 
environment and 
require careful 
management. 

• Experience 
gathering primary 
fieldwork data 
and completing a 
geographical 
enquiry at the 
coast. 

context of 
growing up as a 
local resident. 

• Understanding 
physical 
processes and 
human responses 
that impact on 
communities. 

• Environmental 
management will 
become 
increasingly 
important 
politically and in 
terms of 
employment in 
the future. 

classroom, 
especially 
fieldwork, 
allowing them to 
fully understand 
and engage with 
the localities they 
live in and the 
wider world. 

• Developing 
creative and 
independent 
learners. 

• Fieldwork 
investigations at GCSE 
and A level. 

• Active links with whole 
school literacy and 
numeracy 
development agendas. 

 

Rivers & River 
Management 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• How do people and 
processes contribute 
to the development of 
distinctive river 
landscapes in the UK?   

• Why do rivers flood 
and what are the 
consequences of 
flooding?   

• How can rivers be 
managed to reduce the 
risk of flooding?  

• Why is river flood 
management often 
controversial? 

 

• Investigate how 
physical 
geography 
processes (e.g. 
erosion, mass 
movement) 
impact on 
dynamic river 
landscapes. 

• To understand 
how physical river 
landscapes are 
linked to the 
human 
environment and 
require careful 

• Understanding 
physical 
processes and 
human responses 
that impact on 
communities. 

• Environmental 
management will 
become 
increasingly 
important 
politically and in 
terms of 
employment in 
the future e.g. 

• To inspire 
students’ 
curiosity through 
a range of 
practical 
applications in 
and out of the 
classroom, 
allowing them to 
fully understand 
and engage with 
the localities they 
live in and the 
wider world.  

• Developing 
creative and 

• Research, ICT, 
map and atlas 
skills. 

• Developing 
understanding of 
places and case 
studies from 
around the world. 

• Active links with 
whole school 
literacy and 
numeracy 
development 
agendas. 



 
 
 
 
 

management e.g. 
flood 
management and 
conflict over 
using different 
management 
strategies. 

Environment 
Agency. 

independent 
learners. 

Global Cities • To what extent is 
urbanisation a global 
phenomenon?   

• What are the ways of 
life and current 
challenges created by 
urbanisation in two 
global cities?  

• What strategies can be 
used to manage the 
impacts of 
urbanisation in global 
cities? 

 

• To experience 
first-hand and 
develop a wider 
understanding of 
the local area and 
wider region e.g. 
how MNCs have 
shaped retail in 
Leeds 

• Develop map, 
graph, statistical, 
extended writing 
and fieldwork 
skills e.g. 
population 
change in 
Mumbai and 
Leeds. 

• Understand how 
Leeds has evolved 
as a city and the 
processes that 
are shaping it 
today e.g. 
international 
trade. 

 

• Understanding 
the city of Leeds 
is essential in the 
context of 
growing up as a 
local resident. 

• Being able to 
complete 
independent 
enquiry work 
supports 
organisational 
and problem 
solving skill 
development. 

• Provides a 
context for 
business and 
employment in 
the local area. 

 

• To develop 
students’ thinking 
on relevant issues 
of living in 
modern Britain 
e.g. 
understanding 
how Leeds has 
been shaped by 
global processes. 

• Learning about 
the diverse 
nature of our 
community. 

• To develop 
responsible 
citizens who 
continue to make 
a positive 
contribution to 
society by being 
actively engaged 
in sustainable 
practices in their 
daily lives. 

 

• Links to wider 
geographical concepts 
of globalisation and 
development. 

• Research, ICT, map and 
atlas skills. 

• Developing 
understanding of 
places and case studies 
from around the world. 

 



How ecosystems function • The relationship 
between climate 
and biomes at a 
global scale. 

• Understanding 
physical 
processes and 
interactions 
within 
ecosystems. 

• Investigating how 
small scale UK 
ecosystems are 
managed. 

• Understanding 
the link between 
the living and 
non-living world 
through 
ecosystems and 
biomes. 

• Ecosystems and 
their 
management 
have huge 
impacts 
politically, 
economically and 
environmentally 
e.g. global 
tourism.  

• Human uses of 
ecosystems are 
becoming 
increasing 
significant 
politically and in 
terms of 
employment e.g. 
conflict over use 
of the Amazon 
Rainforest. 

• Understanding 
global scale links 
and processes 
(e.g. energy 
transfer) is 
essential to 
understanding 
local, regional 
and national 
changes. 

• Developing 
creative and 
independent 
learners. 

• Inspiring curiosity 
through a range 
of activities e.g. 
mapping world 
biomes. 

• Developing an 
understanding of 
places and case 
studies from 
around the world 
e.g. savanna 
biomes. 

• Applying 
research, ICT, 
map, graph, 
extended writing 
and statistical 
skills e.g. global 
mapping. 

• Active links with 
whole school 
literacy and 
numeracy 
agendas. 

Ecosystems under threat • How ecosystems 
are used by 
humans and the 
damage this can 
cause. 

• Understanding 
how ecosystems 
can be managed 
in a sustainable 
way. 

• Ecosystem 
management has 
links to many 
environmental 
issues facing the 
world today. 

• Understanding 
how global, 
national and local 
ecosystem use 
and management 
have direct 
impacts on the 

• Managing 
ecosystems and 
biomes will be 
one of the most 
important global 
challenges this 
century. 

• Threats to 
ecosystems and 
biomes are 
becoming 
increasing 
significant 
politically and in 

• To develop 
responsible 
citizens who 
continue to make 
a positive 
contribution to 
society by being 
actively engaged 
in sustainable 
practices in their 
daily lives e.g. 
local scale 
recycling. 

• Developing an 
understanding of 
places and case 
studies from 
around the world 
e.g. Virunga 
National Park, DR 
Congo. 

• Applying 
research, ICT, 
map, graph, 
extended writing 
and statistical 
skills. 



world we all live 
in. 

terms of 
employment e.g. 
global ocean 
pollution. 

• Understanding 
global scale links 
and processes 
(e.g. food webs) is 
essential to 
understanding 
local, regional 
and national 
changes. 

• Developing 
creative and 
independent 
learners e.g. 
researching 
threats to global 
biomes. 

• Inspiring curiosity 
through a range 
of activities. 

Water resources and 
management 

• Understanding 
water supply and 
demand.  

• The challenges of 
managing water 
supplies. 

• Water resource 
management has 
links to many 
environmental 
issues facing the 
world today. 

• Understanding 
how global, 
national and local 
water use and 
management 
have direct 
impacts on the 
world we all live 
in. 

• Managing water 
resources is one 
of the most 
important global 
challenges this 
century e.g. 
desertification in 
African countries. 

• Threats to water 
resources are 
becoming 
increasing 
significant 
politically and in 
terms of 
employment e.g. 
Lake Chad. 

• To develop 
responsible 
citizens who 
continue to make 
a positive 
contribution to 
society by being 
actively engaged 
in sustainable 
practices in their 
daily lives e.g. 
responsible water 
use. 

• Developing 
creative and 
independent 
learners. 

• Inspiring curiosity 
through a range 
of activities e.g. 
Nigeria 
desertification 

• Developing 
understanding of 
places and case 
studies from 
around the world 
e.g. 
desertification in 
Nigeria. 

• Applying 
research, ICT, 
map, graph, 
extended writing 
and statistical 
skills. 

• Active links with 
whole school 
literacy and 
numeracy 
agendas e.g. 
structuring 
extended 



problem solving 
activity. 

problem solving 
responses. 

Geographical Enquiry • Completing a 
geographical 
enquiry 
investigating 
human 
geography in 
Leeds city centre. 

• Using the 6 
stages of enquiry 
to independently 
answer a key 
geographical 
question. 

• Investigating how 
urban 
environments are 
impacted on by 
human activity 
and how they can 
be managed. 

• Understanding 
the diverse 
nature of Leeds – 
a city with unique 
opportunities 
facing a range of 
challenges. 

• To experience 
first-hand and 
develop a wider 
understanding of 
the local area. 

• Develop map, 
graph, statistical, 
sampling, 
enquiry, 
extended writing 
and fieldwork 
skills. 

• Understanding 
the local area is 
essential in the 
context of 
growing up as a 
local resident. 

• Being able to 
complete a 
geographical 
enquiry supports 
organisational 
and problem 
solving skill 
development. 

• Environmental 
management will 
become 
increasingly 
important 
politically and in 
terms of 
employment in 
the future. 

• Understanding 
the  local urban 
environment and 
human activity 
that impacts on 
Leeds. 

• Inspiring students 
to learn about, 
visit and 
experience the 
diverse 
opportunities of 
the local area. 

• Encouraging 
students to 
investigate the 
wider region 
using fieldwork 
skills to answer 
questions and 
test hypotheses. 

• To develop 
responsible 
citizens who 
continue to make 
a positive 
contribution to 
society by being 
actively engaged 
in sustainable 
practices in their 
daily lives. 

• Developing 
understanding of 
places and case 
studies from 
around the world. 

• Fieldwork 
investigations at 
GCSE and A level. 

• Active links with 
whole school 
literacy and 
numeracy 
development 
agendas. 

 


