
Curriculum Content 

 

Year 8 
Unit In this unit, pupils will learn: 

 
TERM 1 - CIVIL RIGHTS / 

JUSTICE & INJUSTICE 
 
Fiction Reading 
Of Mice & Men by John 
Steinbeck 
 
Non-fiction reading: 
Articles on civil rights, 
justice & injustice 
 
Writing task: 
Write an article on the 
theme of civil rights / 
justice / injustice 

 
What civil rights and justice are, how they work and how they can go wrong. 
 
Steinbeck’s messages about justice and injustice and how he presents those messages in his writing. 
 
How civil rights, justice and injustice are presented in a range of articles. 
 
To make points about the texts and use quotations from the text to support their ideas. 
 
What articles are and how they use language to inform and persuade the audience. 
 
To plan and form ideas for an article of their own. 
 
How to accurately use a variety of informative and persuasive methods in their own writing. 
 
To develop their literacy skills through reading and writing. This includes developing their ability to form sentences, use a variety of 
punctuation marks, structure paragraphs and spell with increasing accuracy. 
 

 
TERM 2 - OUR CULTURE 

AND DIFFERENT 
CULTURES 

 
Fiction Reading: 
The Merchant of Venice 
by William Shakespeare 
 
Non-fiction Reading: 
Articles on our culture 
and other cultures 

 
What culture is and how it can influence different societies. 
 
How Shakespeare presents cultural issues in The Merchant of Venice. 
 
How a variety of non-fiction texts present cultural issues. 
 
Compare how the issue of culture is presented by different writers. 
 
To make points about how culture is presented in texts and to compare how it is presented. 
 
To select quotations from the texts that support their points. 



  
To develop their literacy skills through reading and writing. This includes developing their ability to form sentences, use a variety of 
punctuation marks, structure paragraphs and spell with increasing accuracy. 
 

 
 

TERM 3 - THE CLASS 
SYSTEM 

 
Fiction Reading: 
Poetry 
 
Non-fiction Reading: 
Articles on the class 
system 
 
Writing task: 
Creative writing based on 
the class system theme  

 
 
What the class system is and why it is an important concept in society. 
 
How these concepts are presented in a wide range of poetry and non-fiction texts. 
 
To make points about the texts and use quotations from the texts to support their ideas. 
 
What good creative writing looks like are and how they can use language to entertain a reader. 
 
To plan and form ideas for a piece of creative writing. 
 
How to accurately use a variety of creative methods in their own writing. 
 
To develop their literacy skills through reading and writing. This includes developing their ability to form sentences, use a variety of 
punctuation marks, structure paragraphs and spell with increasing accuracy. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


