
 

Year 12 Geography 
Scheme What are they learning? Why are they learning it? How will it help in the real 

world? 
Does it fit with the school 
INTENT statement at all? 
How? 

How will it link to future 
learning? 

Changing places • The nature and 
importance of places. 

• Changing places – 
relationships, 
connections, meaning 
and representation. 

• Quantitative and 
qualitative skills. 

• Place studies – 
contrasting local and 
distant places. 

• Developing map, 
graph, statistical, 
research, ICT, 
fieldwork, source 
response and 
extended writing 
skills. 

• Understanding 
processes and change 
at local, regional, 
national and 
international scales 
e.g. clone towns. 

• Develop fieldwork 
and enquiry skills 
using a local fieldwork 
investigation. 

• Greater 
understanding and 
awareness of how the 
local area and country 
have been shaped 
and changes that 
continue today. 

• Improved 
understanding of 
contemporary 
environmental and 
social issues (e.g. XXX) 
affecting the world in 
the 21st Century. 

• Students will be able 
to make increasing 
sense of their locality 
and country (as a 
place) within the 
context within the 
context of wider 
national and global 
geographical issues. 

• To develop students’ 
thinking on relevant 
issues of living in 
modern Britain. 

• The importance of 
the place of 
individuals and the 
school in the 
community. 

• To develop 
responsible citizens 
who continue to 
make a positive 
contribution to 
society by being 
actively engaged in 
sustainable practices 
in their daily lives. 

• Learning about the 
diverse nature of our 
community, with a 
global perspective. 

• Fieldwork and 
enquiry skills link to 
students’ 
independent NEA. 

• Development of exam 
skills (e.g. source 
manipulation, 
extended writing, 
graph and maps skills) 
essential for A2 
exams. 

• Links with other units 
e.g. Local case studies 
linking to 
‘Contemporary urban 
environments’ 

Coastal systems and 
landscapes 

• Coasts as natural 
systems. 

• Systems and 
processes. 

• Coastal landscape 
development. 

• Coastal management. 
• Quantitative and 

qualitative skills. 

• Developing map, 
graph, statistical, 
research, ICT, 
fieldwork, source 
response and 
extended writing 
skills. 

• Understanding how 
physical processes 

• Improved 
understanding of 
contemporary 
environmental issues 
(e.g. sea level rise) 
affecting the world in 
the 21st Century. 

• Students will be able 
to make increasing 

• To develop 
responsible citizens 
who continue to 
make a positive 
contribution to 
society by being 
actively engaged in 
sustainable practices 
in their daily lives. 

• Fieldwork and 
enquiry skills link to 
students’ 
independent NEA. 

• Development of exam 
skills (e.g. source 
manipulation, 
extended writing, 
graph and maps skills) 



• Case studies – local 
and beyond the UK. 

(e.g. longshore drift) 
affect environments 
and the communities 
they interact with.  

sense of their locality 
and country within 
the context within the 
context of wider 
national and global 
geographical issues. 

• To inspire students’ 
curiosity through a 
range of practical 
applications in and 
out of the classroom, 
especially fieldwork, 
allowing then to fully 
understand and 
engage with the 
localities they live in 
and the wider world. 

essential for A2 
exams. 

Contemporary urban 
environments 

• Urbanisation. 
• Urban forms. 
• Social and economic 

issues associated with 
urbanisation. 

• Urban climate. 
• Urban drainage. 
• Urban waste and its 

disposal. 
• Other contemporary 

urban environmental 
issues. 

• Sustainable urban 
development. 

• Developing map, 
graph, statistical, 
research, ICT, 
fieldwork, source 
response and 
extended writing 
skills. 

• Develop fieldwork 
and enquiry skills 
using a local fieldwork 
investigation. 

• Investigating how 
geographical 
processes (e.g. 
urbanisation) impact 
on urban 
environments and the 
management 
challenges these 
present. 

• Improved 
understanding of 
contemporary 
environmental and 
social issues (e.g. 
drainage and waste 
disposal in cities) 
affecting the world in 
the 21st Century. 

• Students will be able 
to make increasing 
sense of their locality 
(e.g. Leeds as an 
urban environment) 
and country within 
the context within the 
context of wider 
national and global 
geographical issues. 

• To develop students’ 
thinking on relevant 
issues of living in 
modern Britain. 

• The importance of 
the place of 
individuals and the 
school in the 
community. 

• To develop 
responsible citizens 
who continue to 
make a positive 
contribution to 
society by being 
actively engaged in 
sustainable practices 
in their daily lives. 

• Learning about the 
diverse nature of our 
community, with a 
global perspective. 

• Fieldwork and 
enquiry skills link to 
students’ 
independent NEA. 

• Development of exam 
skills (e.g. source 
manipulation, 
extended writing, 
graph and maps skills) 
essential for A2 
exams. 

Hazards • The concept of a 
hazard in a 
geographical context. 

• Plate tectonics. 
• Volcanic hazards. 

• Investigating how 
geographical 
processes (e.g. 
subduction) impact 
on environments and 

• Students will be able 
to make increasing 
sense of their locality 
(e.g. local hazardous 
environment) and 

• To develop students’ 
thinking on relevant 
issues of living in 
modern Britain. 

• Development of exam 
skills (e.g. source 
manipulation, 
extended writing, 
graph and maps skills) 



• Seismic hazards. 
• Storm Hazards. 
• Fires in nature. 
• Case studies – local 

hazardous 
environment and a 
multi-hazardous 
environment beyond 
the UK. 

 

the management 
challenges these 
present. 

• Developing map, 
graph, statistical, 
research, ICT, 
fieldwork, source 
response and 
extended writing 
skills. 

 

country within the 
context within the 
context of wider 
national and global 
geographical issues. 

• Improved 
understanding of 
contemporary 
environmental issues 
(e.g. fire risks) 
affecting the world in 
the 21st Century. 

 

• To inspire students’ 
curiosity through a 
range of practical 
applications in and 
out of the classroom 
allowing then to fully 
understand and 
engage with the 
localities they live in 
and the wider world. 

 

essential for A2 
exams. 

 

Geography fieldwork 
investigation 

• Independent 
fieldwork 
investigation. 

• Understanding how 
to apply a key 
question or 
hypothesis to 
fieldwork enquiry. 

• Undertaking a 
complete 
geographical enquiry. 

• Developing map, 
graph, statistical, 
research, ICT, 
fieldwork, secondary 
source use and 
extended writing 
skills. 

• Improved 
understanding of a 
specific geographical 
issue and place, 
investigated 
independently. 

• The ability to organise 
and complete an 
extended piece of 
work completed over 
a period of months. 

• Developing research 
skills and use of 
secondary evidence 
e.g. links to 
geographical theory 
and completing a 
literature review. 

• To inspire students’ 
curiosity through a 
range of practical 
applications in and 
out of the classroom, 
especially fieldwork, 
allowing then to fully 
understand and 
engage with the 
localities they live in 
and the wider world. 

• Developing creative 
and independent 
learners. 

• Applying graphical 
and statistical skills to 
an independent 
enquiry – developing 
exam skills. 

• Understanding links 
between units e.g. 
sampling techniques 
used in both human 
and physical 
fieldwork. 
 

 

 



 

Year 13 Geography 
Scheme What are they learning? Why are they learning it? How will it help in the real 

world? 
Does it fit with the school 
INTENT statement at all? 
How? 

How will it link to future 
learning? 

Water and Carbon Cycles • Water and carbon 
cycles as natural 
systems. 

• The water cycle. 
• The carbon cycle. 
• Water, carbon, 

climate and life on 
earth. 

• Quantitative and 
qualitative skills. 

• Case studies of a 
tropical rainforest 
and a local river 
catchment. 

 

• Developing map, 
graph, statistical, 
research, ICT, 
fieldwork, source 
response and 
extended writing 
skills. 

• Understanding how 
physical processes 
(e.g. drainage basin 
processes) affect 
environments and the 
communities they 
interact with. 

 

• Improved 
understanding of 
contemporary 
environmental issues 
(e.g. climate change) 
affecting the world in 
the 21st Century. 

• Students will be able 
to make increasing 
sense of their locality 
and country within 
the context within the 
context of wider 
national and global 
geographical issues. 
 

• To develop 
responsible citizens 
who continue to 
make a positive 
contribution to 
society by being 
actively engaged in 
sustainable practices 
in their daily lives. 

• To inspire students’ 
curiosity through a 
range of practical 
applications in and 
out of the classroom, 
especially fieldwork, 
allowing then to fully 
understand and 
engage with the 
localities they live in 
and the wider world. 
 

• Fieldwork and 
enquiry skills link to 
students’ 
independent NEA. 

• Development of exam 
skills (e.g. source 
manipulation, 
extended writing, 
graph and maps skills) 
essential for A2 
exams. 

 

Global systems and global 
governance 

• Globalisation. 
• Global systems. 
• International trade 

and access to 
markets. 

• Global governance. 
• The ‘global 

commons’. 
• Globalisation critique. 

• Investigating how 
geographical 
processes and links 
(e.g. globalisation) 
impact on local areas, 
nations and 
organisations around 
the world and the 
management 
challenges these 
present. 

• Students will be able 
to make increasing 
sense of their locality 
and country within 
the context within the 
context of wider 
national and global 
geographical 
concepts (e.g. trade 
blocs and multi-
national companies). 

• To develop students’ 
thinking on relevant 
issues of living in 
modern Britain. 

• The importance of 
the place of 
individuals and the 
school in the 
community and wider 
world. 

• Development of exam 
skills (e.g. source 
manipulation, 
extended writing, 
graph and maps skills) 
essential for A2 
exams. 

• Understanding links 
between units e.g. 
how global trade and 



• Quantitative and 
qualitative skills. 

• Developing map, 
graph, statistical, 
research, ICT, 
fieldwork, source 
response and 
extended writing 
skills. 

• Improved 
understanding of 
contemporary global 
issues (e.g. fair trade) 
affecting the world in 
the 21st Century. 
 

• To develop 
responsible citizens 
who continue to 
make a positive 
contribution to 
society by being 
actively engaged in 
sustainable practices 
in their daily lives. 

• Learning about the 
diverse nature of our 
community, with a 
global perspective. 

organisations 
influences place. 

 

Contemporary urban 
environments 

• Urbanisation. 
• Urban forms. 
• Social and economic 

issues associated with 
urbanisation. 

• Urban climate. 
• Urban drainage. 
• Urban waste and its 

disposal. 
• Other contemporary 

urban environmental 
issues. 

• Sustainable urban 
development. 

• Developing map, 
graph, statistical, 
research, ICT, 
fieldwork, source 
response and 
extended writing 
skills. 

• Develop fieldwork 
and enquiry skills 
using a local fieldwork 
investigation. 

• Investigating how 
geographical 
processes (e.g. 
urbanisation) impact 
on urban 
environments and the 
management 
challenges these 
present. 

• Improved 
understanding of 
contemporary 
environmental and 
social issues (e.g. 
drainage and waste 
disposal in cities) 
affecting the world in 
the 21st Century. 

• Students will be able 
to make increasing 
sense of their locality 
(e.g. Leeds as an 
urban environment) 
and country within 
the context within the 
context of wider 
national and global 
geographical issues. 

• To develop students’ 
thinking on relevant 
issues of living in 
modern Britain. 

• The importance of 
the place of 
individuals and the 
school in the 
community. 

• To develop 
responsible citizens 
who continue to 
make a positive 
contribution to 
society by being 
actively engaged in 
sustainable practices 
in their daily lives. 

• Learning about the 
diverse nature of our 
community, with a 
global perspective. 

• Fieldwork and 
enquiry skills link to 
students’ 
independent NEA. 

• Development of exam 
skills (e.g. source 
manipulation, 
extended writing, 
graph and maps skills) 
essential for A2 
exams. 

Water and carbon cycles • Water and carbon 
cycles as natural 
systems. 

• Developing map, 
graph, statistical, 
research, ICT, 

• Improved 
understanding of 
contemporary 

• To develop 
responsible citizens 
who continue to 

• Fieldwork and 
enquiry skills link to 



• The water cycle. 
• The carbon cycle. 
• Water, carbon, 

climate and life on 
earth. 

• Quantitative and 
qualitative skills. 

• Case studies of a 
tropical rainforest 
and a local river 
catchment. 

fieldwork, source 
response and 
extended writing 
skills. 

• Understanding how 
physical processes 
(e.g. drainage basin 
processes) affect 
environments and the 
communities they 
interact with. 

environmental issues 
(e.g. climate change) 
affecting the world in 
the 21st Century. 

• Students will be able 
to make increasing 
sense of their locality 
and country within 
the context within the 
context of wider 
national and global 
geographical issues. 

make a positive 
contribution to 
society by being 
actively engaged in 
sustainable practices 
in their daily lives. 

• To inspire students’ 
curiosity through a 
range of practical 
applications in and 
out of the classroom, 
especially fieldwork, 
allowing then to fully 
understand and 
engage with the 
localities they live in 
and the wider world. 

students’ 
independent NEA. 

• Development of exam 
skills (e.g. source 
manipulation, 
extended writing, 
graph and maps skills) 
essential for A2 
exams. 

Geography fieldwork 
investigation 

• Independent 
fieldwork 
investigation. 

• Understanding how 
to apply a key 
question or 
hypothesis to 
fieldwork enquiry. 

• Undertaking a 
complete 
geographical enquiry. 

• Developing map, 
graph, statistical, 
research, ICT, 
fieldwork, secondary 
source use and 
extended writing 
skills. 

• Improved 
understanding of a 
specific geographical 
issue and place, 
investigated 
independently. 

• The ability to organise 
and complete an 
extended piece of 
work completed over 
a period of months. 

• Developing research 
skills and use of 
secondary evidence 
e.g. links to 
geographical theory 
and completing a 
literature review. 

• To inspire students’ 
curiosity through a 
range of practical 
applications in and 
out of the classroom, 
especially fieldwork, 
allowing then to fully 
understand and 
engage with the 
localities they live in 
and the wider world. 

• Developing creative 
and independent 
learners. 

• Applying graphical 
and statistical skills to 
an independent 
enquiry – developing 
exam skills. 

• Understanding links 
between units e.g. 
sampling techniques 
used in both human 
and physical 
fieldwork. 
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