
Year 12 – Criminology 

Scheme What are they learning? Why are they 
learning it? 

HOW will it help in the real 
world? 

 

Does it fit with the school 
INTENT statement at all? 

How? 

How will it link to 
future learning? 

Unit 1: Change 
awareness of 
crime  
 

1.1 Analyse 
different types of 

crime 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
  
Analyse the following types of 
crime, using a range of relevant 
examples:  
• White collar  
• Moral  
• State  
• Technological  
• Individual   
  
Use the following points to 
analyse each type of crime: 
• Types of victim 
• Types of offender 
• Level of public awareness 
• Criminal, deviant or both  
 

Students need to know 
how to use the skill of 
analysis in their internal 
assessment.  
 
Analysis skills are also 
useful in further 
education and other 
humanity type subjects.  

Students will continue to use 
these crimes in context 
throughout the course. They will 
pick a crime to focus on in their 
internal assessment, for them to 
pick which one interests them the 
most they need to be given the 
range first.   

Successful learners who enjoy 
learning, make progress and 
achieve.  

Knowing different types 
of crime is synoptic 
content, therefore these 
crimes will appear in the 
three following units.  

 
 

1.2 Explain the 
reasons that 

certain crimes 
are unreported 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
 
Give clear and detailed 
explanation of the reasons why 
a range of crimes are 
unreported, using relevant 
examples. 
 
Use the following reasons: 

We will discuss why 
some certain crimes in 
particular go 
unreported as well as 
having a deeper 
understanding of crime 
patterns in the UK.  

Having an understanding of the 
theory behind a particular piece 
of research, gives students a 
broader knowledge base for 
fully understanding how it fits in 
the real world.  

Successful learners who enjoy 
learning, make progress and 
achieve. 

This can link to 
Victimology that is a 
synoptic theme. 



• Personal – fear, shame, 
disinterest, not affected 

• Social and cultural – lack of 
knowledge, complexity, lack 
of media interest, lack of 
current public concern, 
culture-bound crime 

 
1.3 Explain the 

consequences  of 
unreported crime 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to: 
  
Give clear and detailed 
explanation (including 
examples) of the following 
consequences of unreported 
crimes: 
• Ripple effect 
• Cultural consequences 
• Decriminalisation 
• Police prioritisation 
• Unrecorded crime 
• Cultural change 
• Legal change 
• Procedural change 

 
An understanding of the positive 
and negative effects of 
unreported crime on the 
individual and society 

Unreported crime has a 
large impact on 
society, it is useful for 
students to recognise 
the effects of this on  

Students need to be able to 
recognise how their actions in 
later life could impact society. 
For example, if they become a 
victim of crime, they know the 
impact of not reporting it.  

Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a positive 
contribution to society 

Students in the following 
units will have to explain 
the impact of actions. 
Either social policy, 
campaigns or from crime. 
Therefore, students build 
up the knowledge of 
consequences of actions 
that will be used again.  



 
1.4 Describe 

media 
representation of 

crime 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
 
Give a detailed description of 
the media representation of 
crime, including relevant 
examples.  
Media: 
• Newspaper 
• Television 
• Film 
• Electronic gaming  
• Social media 
• Music 
Show knowledge of specific 
examples of how different forms 
of media are used to portray 
fictional and factual 
representations of crime. 

Understanding how 
media can distort news 
is an important life skill 
to use, for example 
understanding that 
media have motives 
and that papers are 
normally aligned to a 
political party.  

 
Using this skill to be critical of 
what they read or listen to. 
Having a better understanding 
of how media can change the 
perception of different types of 
crime as well as rates of crime.  

Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a positive 
contribution to society 

This will link to their 
internal assessment 
where they will have to 
design their own 
campaign using different 
types of media.  

 
1.5 Explain the 
impact of media 
representations 
on the public 
perception of 

crime 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
 
Give a clear and detailed 
explanation of the impact of a 
range of media representations 
on the public perception of 
crime. 
Impact: 
• Moral panic 
• Changing public concerns 

and attitudes 
• Perceptions of crime trends 
• Stereotyping of criminals 
• Levels of response to crime 

and types of punishment 

To get an 
understanding as to 
how media can change 
the perception of crime 
in the UK. Students will 
be able to criticise if 
there was or is a need 
to worry about certain 
crimes.  

Will use real life examples to 
show how this was done in UK 
media. E.G. The Mods VS The 
Rockers 

Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a positive 
contribution to society 

This will link to other 
subjects such as 
Citizenship and 
Sociology.  
This also links to their 
internal assessment 
where they will have to 
justify their campaign 
and why they have 
chosen that media form.  



• Changing priorities and 
emphasis 
 

Be familiar with specific 
examples of media portrayal of 
criminality and the range of 
impacts given. Understanding of 
those impacts should be based 
on theories. 

 
1.6 Evaluate 
methods of 
collecting 

statistics about 
crime 

 
After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
 
Evaluate Home Office statistics 
and the Crime Survey for 
England and Wales as sources 
of information about crime. The 
following criteria will be used 
for evaluation: 
• Reliability 
• Validity 
• Ethics of research 
• Strengths and limitations 
• Purpose of research 

In internal examination, 
students will have to 
justify their option/ 
choice of methodology. 
To be able to read a 
piece of research and 
then evaluate it 
enables learners to 
become more aware of 
what is going on in the 
real world. Academic 
research will enlighten 
students to gain an 
understanding of 
methodologies and how 
valid this data can be. 
 

This will allow students to 
recognise and use critical thought 
when evaluating statistics. 
Having that understanding to not 
take all ‘statistics’ they see as 
‘face value’.  

Successful learners who enjoy 
learning, make progress and 
achieve. 

This is synoptic content 
and will come up in 
future units.  
Also links to other 
subjects, such as Health 
and Social care, 
Sociology and 
psychology. 

2.1 Compare 
campaigns for 

change 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
 
Make clear and detailed 
comparisons of a range of 
relevant campaigns for change.  
Make explicit links to planned 
campaigns with reference to 
specific and appropriate sources 
to support conclusions. 

To see how campaigns 
can have a positive 
impact on society 
through social change.  

This will allow students to how 
real-life change from 
campaigns. Students can often 
feel marginalised from being 
able to enact change but looking 
at successful campaign may 
encourage students to get 
involved. 

Successful learners who enjoy 
learning, make progress and 
achieve. 

 
Links directly to internal 
assessment where they 
will suggest a campaign 
for change, examples 
will need to be included.  



Use the following criteria in 
comparisons: 
• Change in policy 
• Change in law 
• Change in priorities of 

agencies 
• Change in funding 
• Change in awareness 
• Change in attitudes 

 
Be aware that campaigns for 
change may have different 
purposes. 
  
Compare examples of 
campaigns for change and 
examine their effectiveness in 
achieving their objectives.  
 

 
2.2 Evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
media used in 
campaigns for 

change 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
 
Evaluate the effectiveness of the 
following media used in 
campaigns for change: 
• Blogs 
• Viral messaging  
• Social networking 
• Advertising  
• Radio 
• Television 
• Film 
• Documentary 
• Word of mouth 
• Events  

So that students are 
aware of which type of 
media is effective in 
social change so that 
they can pick an 
appropriate model 

This will allow students to use 
evaluation skills in their writing. It 
also opens up to them a variety 
of media forms that they could 
engage in.  

Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a positive 
contribution to society 

This is synoptic content 
and will come up in 
future units.  
Also links to other 
subjects, such as Health 
and Social care, 
Sociology and 
psychology. 



• Print 

 
3.1 Plan a 

campaign for 
change relating 

to crime 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
 
Identify an appropriate 
campaign for change. 
Produce a detailed and 
comprehensive plan for their 
campaign including clearly 
described actions in a relevant 
time sequence. 
Plan should include: 
• Aims and objectives 
• Justification of choice of 

campaign 
• Target audience 
• Methods to be used 
• Materials to be used 
• Finances 
• Timescales 
• Resources needed 

In internal assessment 
students need to plan a 
campaign, this part 
carries the most marks.  

This will allow students to explain 
and analyse how social change 
occurs and the processes in which 
campaigners use to do this. 
Students may become actively 
engaged in politics and pressure 
groups. This will be able to give 
students the basic needs in what 
is needed to start a pressure 
group etc...  

Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a positive 
contribution to society 

This is synoptic content 
and will come up in 
future units.  
Also links to other 
subjects, such as Health 
and Social care, 
Sociology and 
Psychology. 

 
3.2 Design 

materials for use 
in campaigning 

for change 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
 
Produce well-designed, 
attractive materials for their 
campaign for change content 
must be appropriate for 
changing behavior. Materials 
should be visually and verbally 
stimulating and technically 
accurate. 
 
Design should include: 

Students need to skill to 
design their own 
campaign in the 
internal assessment.  
 

Students may become actively 
engaged in politics and pressure 
groups. They will also gain 
knowledge on the methods 
pressure groups use to enact 
change. We will also look at 
pressure groups in the UK such as 
Black Lives Matter, million mask 
march and Green peace. 

Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a positive 
contribution to society 

This is synoptic content 
and will come up in 
future units.  
Also links to other 
subjects, such as Health 
and Social care, 
Sociology and 
Psychology. Also links 
directly this English.  



• Structuring your information 
• Using images and other 

ways of capturing attention 
• Using persuasive language  
• Promoting action 
• Considering target audience 
• Aligning materials with 

campaign 
Materials such as: 
• Leaflets 
• Advertisements 
• Posters 
• Blogs 
• Social network pages 

 
3.3 Justify a 
campaign for 

change 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to: 
  
Give a clear, detailed and well-
reasoned justification for their 
campaign, including conclusions 
that are supported by relevant 
judgements including: 
• Presenting their case for 

action 
• Using evidence to support 

their case 
• Their use of persuasive 

language 
 

Justify their approach and the 
need for a campaign for 
change. 

This will give them skills 
to justify their choices 
within the internal 
assessment. 

This gives them many skills linked 
to what many careers desire in 
the workforce, such as presenting 
their ideas, reaching conclusions 
and providing evidence.  

Successful learners who enjoy 
learning, make progress and 
achieve. 

This is synoptic content 
and will come up in 
future units.  
Also links to other 
subjects, such as Health 
and Social care, 
Sociology and 
Psychology. 
Links directly to internal 
assessment.  



Unit 2: 
Criminological 
Theories  

1.1 Compare 
criminal 
behaviour and 
deviance  

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
  
Compare criminal behaviour 
and deviance: 
Criminal behaviour 
• social definition 
• legal definition  
• formal sanctions against 

criminals  
• variety of criminal acts  
Deviance  
• norms, moral codes and 

values  
• informal and formal 

sanctions against deviance  
• forms of deviance 
Understand: how criminality and 
deviance is defined; acts that 
are criminal; acts that are 
deviant; acts that are both 
criminal and deviant; the 
implications of committing a 
criminal and/or deviant act. 
 
Synoptic links: Students should 
also understand the impact of 
reporting on public perceptions 
of crime and deviance 

Students will need to 
compare deviant and 
criminal behaviour; this 
sets up a large part of 
UNIT 2 where students 
will need to use 
theories and 
perspectives to explain 
these criminal or 
deviant acts.  

Students will gain an 
understanding of two different 
behaviours in society on how 
punishment for those behaviours 
differ.  

Successful learners who enjoy 
learning, make progress and 
achieve. 
 
 

Question 1 in the exam 
unit also links to criminal 
and deviant behaviour. It 
is also synoptic content 
and appears in unit 3 
and 4.  

 
1.2 Explain the 
social 
construction of 
criminality 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
 
Explain the social construction of 
criminality including the 
following: 

Students will be able to 
use this to make links 
real life applications. 
Links with unit 1 where 
they can see how laws 
have impacted UK 
society.  

We will look at real life 
examples and the impact they 
had. E.G. Decriminalisation of 
Homosexuality 

Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a positive 
contribution to society 
 
 

This is synoptic content 
and will come up in 
future units.  
Also links to other 
subjects, such as Health 
and Social care, 



• how laws change from 
culture to culture 

• how laws change over time 
• how laws are applied 

differently according to 
circumstances in which 
actions occur 

• why laws are different 
according to place, time and 
culture 

 
Synoptic links: Students should 
understand how media and 
campaigns for change contribute 
to social constructions of 
criminality and unreported crime. 

 Sociology and 
Psychology. 

 
2.1 Describe 
biological 
theories of 
criminality 

 
After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to: 
  
Describe biological theories 
including: 
• genetic theories such as; 

Jacobs XYY study, twin and 
adoption studies 
physiological theories such 
as; Lombroso, Sheldon 

Introduces the idea of 
Nature Vs Nurture, 
gives students the skills 
to assess why people 
are the way they are 
as well as 
understanding there 
can be many reasons 
why crime is committed.  
Also looks at the ‘bad’ 
side of nature- such as 
Eugenics and being 
deterministic towards 
those with ‘features’ 
linked to criminality.  

Using studies that either support 
or dismiss the biological theory 
for example- Nazi Germany  

Successful learners who enjoy 
learning, make progress and 
achieve. 
 
 

This topic links well with 
other subjects such as 
Biology, Sociology and 
Psychology.  

 
2.2 Describe 
individualistic 
theories of 
criminality 

 
After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
 

Students will gain the 
understanding of 
further well-known 
studies. These studies 

The students will focus on case 
studies such as Bandura that 
supports the theorist beliefs.  

Confident individuals who are 
able to live a safe and healthy 
life. 
 

This draws well on other 
subjects such as Health 
and Social Care, 
Psychology and 
Sociology.  



Describe individualistic theories 
including: 
• learning theories e.g. 

Bandura 
• psychodynamic e.g. Freud 

psychological theories e.g. 
Eysenck 

are useful in raising 
cultural capital.  

 
2.3 Describe 
sociological 
theories of 
criminality 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
 
Describe sociological theories 
including: 
• social structure e.g. Marxism, 

functionalism 
• Interactionism e.g. labelling 

realism e.g. left and right 
realism  

Theory is so important 
to understand as to 
why these things 
happen. Theorists have 
committed themselves 
to research-based 
learning in order to 
develop their ideas. 
Students need to 
explore this in order to 
have an understanding 
as to why some people 
commit crime and 
others do not, as well 
as offering a social 
explanation for who 
are victims of crime.  

The theories are based on 
society, and we link supporting 
argument to UK society.  

Students will be responsible 
citizens who can recognise 
factors that affect individuals. 
 

This unit is great for 
linking with Sociology A-
level and Health and 
Social Care.  

 

3.1 Analyse 
situations of 
criminality 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
 
Analyse situations relating to:  
• different types of crime  
• individual criminal behaviour 

 
Have knowledge of a range of 
crimes for example, crimes 
against the person/property, 
white collar, corporate crime, 
etc. 

Students needs to have 
an understanding that 
crime is not ‘flat’ or 
‘neatly’ follows 
patterns. Students need 
to beware of patterns 
and links with the 
understanding that not 
all individuals follow 
patterns.  

Use case studies to explore 
patterns within criminality linked 
to theorist.  

Students will be responsible 
citizens who can recognise 
factors that affect individuals. 
 

Theorists are synoptic 
and will be re-visited in 
future units.  
Clear links to the subject 
Sociology.  



  

Analyse a range of crimes and 
criminal behaviour and 
understand possible causes 
through the application of the 
theories learned for LO2. 

 
3.2 Evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
criminological 
theories to 
explain causes 
of criminality 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
 
Evaluate the effectiveness of 
criminological theories to 
explain causes of criminality 
including: 
• individualistic  
• biological  
• sociological 

Students will build on 
their evaluation skills to 
assess the effectiveness 
of the main theories on 
criminality- the skills of 
evaluation allow for 
students to gain further 
understanding of the 
theories.  

The issues they will be looking at 
are real life situations and 
problems. If students can identify 
issues and interpret data, they 
will be able to have in-depth 
conversations about the research 
and educate those around them.  

Students will be responsible 
citizens who can recognise 
factors that affect individuals. 
 

Students will need to 
craft their evaluation 
skills in future units. This 
skill is also needed in 
other subjects, such as 
Sociology.  

 
4.1 Assess the 
use of 
criminological 
theories in 
informing policy 
development 

 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
 
Assess the use of criminological 
theories in informing policy 
development. 
Criminological theories  
· Individualistic  
· Biological  
· Sociological  
Policy development  
· Informal policy making  
· Formal policy making  

o crime control policies  
o state punishment 
policies 
 

This pulls together 
previous knowledge 
and develops high 
level writing skills for 
the students to assess 
how theories inform 
social policy on crime.  

Links to real life through 
understanding how policies come 
to be enacted in UK politics.  

Students will be responsible 
citizens who can recognise 
factors that affect individuals. 
 

This topic will link to 
future learning by them 
being able to interpret 
and assess the impact of 
policy on UK society.  



Apply their knowledge of each 
of the theories and assess their 
use in informing policy on crime. 
This could include, for example, 
penal populism, zero tolerance, 
CCTV, restorative justice, multi-
agency approach. 

 
4.2 Explain how 
social changes 
affect policy 
development 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
 
Explain how social changes 
affect policy development 
including: 
• social values, norms and 

mores 
• public perception of crime  
• structure of society e.g. 

demographic changes 
• cultural changes 

Allows students the 
skills to critically assess 
society in relation to 
crime.  

Links to society and how it 
adapts over time. We will focus 
on social policy links to crime 
and how that impacted crimes in 
the UK. 

Confident individuals who are 
able to live a safe and healthy 
life. 
 
 

Synoptic links especially 
with UNIT 3, as we look 
at social policy and its 
impacts.  

 
4.3 Discuss how 
campaigns affect 
policy making 
 

 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to:  
 
Discuss how campaigns affect 
policy making including: 
• newspaper campaigns  
• individual campaigns  
• pressure group campaigns 
 

Synoptic links: Students should 
use their knowledge and 
understanding of campaigning 
for change learned through Unit 
1 to consider its effect on 
different types of policies. 

Gives students the skills 
to use previous 
knowledge from UNIT 
1.  
Also reminds students 
of the many ways we 
can promote change in 
society.  

Will use real life examples of 
pressure groups and campaign 
that have enacted social change.  

Confident individuals who are 
able to live a safe and healthy 
life. 
 

Synoptic links especially 
with UNIT 1, campaigns.  
Also links to Citizenship 
through discussion of 
campaigns.  
 



 

 
Preparing for the 
Unit 2 exam 
 

 

Preparing for the Unit 2 exam After studying this 
Topic, students will be 
able to: 
  
Be prepared for the 
unit 2 exam 

Prepares students for future 
examinations 
 

Confident individuals who are 
able to live a safe and healthy 
life. 
 

UNIT 2 contains synoptic 
content for unit 3 and 4.  



   
 

   
 

Year 13 – Criminology HFL 

Scheme What are they learning? Why are they 
learning it? 

HOW will it help in the real 
world? 

 

Does it fit with the school 
INTENT statement at all? 

How? 

How will it link to 
future learning? 

Unit 3  
Crime scene to 
court room 
 

1.1 Evaluate the 
effectiveness of 

the roles of 
personnel 
involved in 

criminal 
investigations  

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to:  
  
Give a clear and detailed 
evaluation of the effectiveness of 
the roles of the following personnel 
involved in criminal investigations: 
• Police officers/ detectives 
• Crime scene investigators 
• Forensic specialists 
• Forensic scientists 
• Pathologists 
• The Crown Prosecution Service 
• Other investigative agencies 
Understand the roles and consider 
their effectiveness in relation to the 
following potential limitations: 
• Cost 
• Expertise 
• Availability 

Students need to know 
the roles of individuals 
involved in criminal 
cases. They will also 
build on their evaluation 
skills.   

We will look at real life 
examples of how certain jobs 
roles either worked well and 
cases where individuals 
failed to do their job 
correctly.  

Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a positive 
contribution to society 

Links to the next topic, 
crime and punishment by 
exploring those involved 
in punishing.  
Also links to other 
subjects such as Law.  

1.2 Assess the 
usefulness of 
investigative 
techniques in 

criminal 
investigations 

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to:  
 
Assess the usefulness of the 
following investigative techniques 
in criminal investigations: 
• Forensic techniques 
• Surveillance techniques 

Students in their brief 
will have a crime in 
which they need to 
assess certain techniques 
used in the process. They 
need to know in-depth 
all of the techniques and 
understand and assess 

In practice for assessment we 
will use real life examples to 
assess effectiveness.   

Successful learners who enjoy 
learning, make progress and 
achieve. 

Having an understanding 
of this, will help students 
assess how evidence of a 
crime is processed.   



   
 

   
 

• Profiling techniques 
• Use of intelligence databases 

e.g. National DNA Database 
• Interviews: eye witnesses, other 

witnesses, e.g. experts 
• Observation  
Understand the range of 
techniques and assess their 
effectiveness in the following types 
of criminal investigations: 
• Situations: crime scene, 

laboratory, police station, 
‘street’ 

• Types of crime: violent crime, 
e-crime, property crime. 

 

how effective they are 
in relation to the crime.  

1.3 Explain how 
evidence is 
processed 

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to: 
  
Explain how evidence in processed. 
Understand the following types of 
evidence: 
• Physical evidence 
• Testimonial evidence 
Understand how evidence is 
processed, including: 
• Collection 
• Transfer  
• Storage  
• Analysis  
• The personnel involved 
 

Students need to know 
how evidence is 
processed to be able to 
assess if work in brief/ 
internal assessment is 
collected correctly. And 
if not, the impact of this.  

Real life examples used to 
assess learning E.G. The OJ 
Simpson Trial 

Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a positive 
contribution to society 

Links to subjects such as 
Law. Links to the next unit 
crime and punishment.  
  

1.4 Examine the 
rights of 

individuals in 

Examine the rights of the following 
individuals in criminal 
investigations: 

To show students the 
importance of people 
having rights, even 

Students gain the knowledge 
of certain rights individuals 
have when it comes to crime. 

Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a positive 
contribution to society 

Links closely to unit 4, 
crime and punishment by 



   
 

   
 

criminal 
investigations 

• Suspects 
• Victims 
• Witnesses 
Consider the rights of all 
individuals from investigation 
through to appeal. 

though someone has 
committed a crime, we 
will focus on the 
importance of them 
having rights and how 
this benefits wider 
society.   

Useful for students to be 
aware of their rights.  

focusing on the suspects 
and victims of crimes.  
Links to other subjects 
such as Law.  

2.1 Explain the 
requirements of 

the Crown 
Prosecution 

Service for the 
prosecution of 

suspects 

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to: 
  
Explain the requirements of the 
Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) 
for prosecuting suspects, including: 
• The charging role 
• The Prosecution of Offences 

Act 1985 
• The Full Code Test 
Understand the role of the CPS. 
Explain the evidential and public 
interest tests in the decision to 
prosecute. 

CPS is often a forgotten 
part of how crimes are 
taken to court, yet it is 
one of the most 
powerful. Students need 
to be aware of its 
importance and how 
they work.  

Having an insight how crimes 
move to the courtroom, and 
why the CPS is involved. We 
will look at crimes that the 
CPS reject and later take on 
and why this happens. E.G. 
The Rotherham grooming 
gangs. At first the CPS 
rejected this saying the victim 
was unreliable.  

Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a positive 
contribution to society 

This will link to other 
subjects such Law and 
citizenship.  
Links closely to crime and 
punishment unit, 
therefore synoptic 
content.  

2.2 Describe trial 
processes 

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to:  
 
Describe the following trial 
processes: 
• Pre-trial 
• Plea bargaining 
• Bail 
• Roles 
• Courts  
• Appeals 
Have knowledge of each of the 
stages of the trial process, 
including the roles of the personnel 
involved. 

Students will need to 
have a strong 
understanding of the 
trial process as they 
may need to in their 
internal assessment 
assess if the trial was 
valid.   

Links closely to real world as 
students learn the trial 
process.  

Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a positive 
contribution to society 

This will link to other 
subjects such Law and 
Citizenship.  
Links closely to crime and 
punishment unit, 
therefore synoptic 
content. 



   
 

   
 

2.3 Understand 
rules in relation to 

the use of 
evidence in 

criminal cases 

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to:  
 
Show detailed understanding of 
the following rules in relation to the 
use of evidence in criminal cases: 
• Relevance and admissibility 
• Disclosure of evidence 
• Hearsay rule and exceptions 
• Legislation and case law 
Understand how evidence is used 
in court. 

Students will gain an 
understanding of how 
evidence is used in the 
court room and the 
importance of evidence 
as well as the range of 
evidence.  

This will allow students to 
understand how evidence is 
used in court.  

Successful learners who enjoy 
learning, make progress and 
achieve. 

This will link to other 
subjects such Law and 
Citizenship.  
Links closely to crime and 
punishment unit, 
therefore synoptic 
content. 

2.4 Assess key 
influences 

affecting the 
outcomes of 

criminal cases 

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to:  
 
Assess the following key influences 
affecting the outcomes of criminal 
cases: 
• Evidence 
• Witnesses 
• Experts 
• Barristers and legal teams 
• Judiciary 
• Politics 
• The media 
Understand the many factors that 
can influence the outcome of a trial 
and be able to assess their impact. 

To see how these factors 
can impact the outcome 
of a trial. Also gives 
students the tools to be 
critical of trials.  

This will allow students to see 
how these factors impact on 
individuals and their cases in 
court.  

Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a positive 
contribution to society 

This will link to other 
subjects such Law and 
Citizenship.  
Links closely to crime and 
punishment unit, 
therefore synoptic 
content. Also used 
content from Unit 1 and 
2, the media.  

2.5 Discuss the 
use of laypeople 
in criminal cases 

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to:  
 
Discuss the use of the following 
laypeople in criminal cases: 
• Juries 
• Magistrates 

To demonstrate that the 
majority of crimes go 
through the magistrates 
court and the process of 
this. We will also focus 
on the crown court and 
the crimes it deals with.  

Students in the future may be 
called for jury service, having 
a clear understanding of this 
will equip them well for the 
role. Students may also be 
involved with the magistrate’s 
court, having an 
understanding of the process 

Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a positive 
contribution to society 

This will link to other 
subjects such Law and 
Citizenship.  
Links closely to crime and 
punishment unit, 
therefore synoptic 
content.  



   
 

   
 

Be able to discuss the strengths and 
weaknesses of both juries and lay 
magistrates. 

We will also develop 
the evaluation skills by 
exploring the strengths 
and weaknesses.  

could benefit them later in 
life.   

3.1 Examine 
information for 

validity 

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to:  
 
Examine the following information 
for validity: 
• Evidence 
• Trial transcripts 
• Media reports 
• Judgements 
• Law reports 
Examine the validity of the above 
information in terms of: 
• Bias  
• Opinion 
• Circumstances 
• Currency 
• Accuracy 
Show the ability to review the 
information sources and make 
judgements on the suitability of the 
content they provide against a 
number of criteria 
 

This will give them an 
understanding of what 
happens during a trial 
and then how valid they 
are by focusing on bias, 
opinions etc...  
To be able to read a 
piece of research and 
then evaluate it enables 
learners to become 
more aware of what is 
going on in the real 
world. Academic 
research will enlighten 
students to gain an 
understanding of 
methodologies and how 
valid this data can be. 
 

This will give them an 
understanding of what 
happens to those committed 
of crimes and the validity of 
the outcome.  
Gives students the skills to be 
critical of the UK judicial 
system.   

Successful learners who enjoy 
learning, make progress and 
achieve. 

This will link to other 
subjects such Law, 
sociology and 
Citizenship.  
Links closely to crime and 
punishment unit, 
therefore synoptic 
content.  
 

3.2 Draw 
conclusions from 

information 

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to: 
  
Draw objective conclusions from 
information on criminal cases in 
relation to the following: 
• Just verdicts 
• Miscarriage 

This will give them an 
understanding of what 
happens with different 
outcomes from trials and 
what they mean. 

We will look at real life 
examples of each outcome 
and use our own skills to 
explore if we would have 
reached the same conclusion 
and justify the action.  

Successful learners who enjoy 
learning, make progress and 
achieve. 

This will be used in the 
internal assessment 
where they may need to 
draw their own 
conclusion.  
 



   
 

   
 

• Safe verdict 
• Just sentencing 
Show the skills needed to analyse 
the information in order to draw 
conclusions based on reasoned 
evidence. 

Unit 4 

Crime and 
Punishment  

1.1 Describe 
processes used 
for law making  

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to:  
  
- Describe processes used for law 
making including:  
• government processes  
• judicial processes 
 
- Know the legislative process and 
the role of judges in making 
criminal law.  
  

Synoptic links: Students should relate 
this to the review of verdicts in 
criminal cases in Unit 3 and 
campaigns and changes in policy 
learned in Unit 1. 

Students need to know 
how laws are made in 
the UK.   

We will follow how a law is 
enacted in the UK. Using 
examples from recent history 
such as Same sex marriage 
act 2014.   

Confident individuals who are 
able to live a safe and healthy 
life. 
 

This draws upon Unit 3 
and unit 1 on how 
members of the society 
can enact change even 
on a governmental level.  

1.2 Describe  the 
organisation of 
the criminal 
justice system in 
England and 
Wales  

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to:  
 
- Describe the organisation of the 
criminal justice system in England 
and Wales including:   
• police  
• law creation  
• courts  
• formal punishment   
• relationships 
 

Students will be able to 
describe the many 
organisations involved in 
the justice system and 
their importance. It is 
important for students to 
know the powers of the 
organisations and their 
impact.  
 

These link closely to careers 
within the justice system.  

Confident individuals who are 
able to live a safe and healthy 
life. 
 

Synoptic content from 
unit 1 and unit 3.   
Links closely to Law.  



   
 

   
 

- Know the organisation and role 
of the agencies involved in criminal 
justice and consider the 
relationships between different 
agencies and the extent of co-
operation that exists.  
  
Synoptic links: Students should draw 
on their learning in Unit 3 regarding 
the process taken to obtain verdicts 
in criminal cases and the roles of 
different personnel and agencies 
involved.  Students can also draw on 
their learning of campaigns and 
changes in policy learned in Unit 1. 

1.3 Describe 
models of criminal 
justice  

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to: 
  
- Describe models of criminal 
justice including: 
• due process  
• crime control 
 
- Describe the theories of the two 
models of criminal justice.  
  
Synoptic links: Students will draw on 
their understanding of 
criminological theories in Unit 2 and 
their review of criminal verdicts in 
Unit 3 to gain awareness of the 
application of these models. 

Giving the students the 
skills to explain criminal 
justice and to learn the 
two main values that 
shaped the way criminal 
justice works.  

Being an effective listener 
and communicator will 
enable individuals to make 
positive impacts for their 
chosen path. Students will 
need to be able to 
communicate effectively in 
order to be successful. 
Equipping the students with 
the skills will demonstrate 
that theory can be very 
important for links with the 
wider world.  

Confident individuals who are 
able to live a safe and healthy 
life. 
 

This topic links well with 
unit 2 and unit 3. We will 
reintroduce theories used 
in unit 2 to explore the 
understanding of criminal 
justice.  

2.1 Explain forms 
of social control  

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to:  
 
- Explain forms of social control 
including: 

Gives students the skills 
to be critical of society 
and to understand how 
most people assimilate 

Using real life examples that 
students can relate to see 
how people are restrained 
by society. They learn the 
skills to be critical of this but 

Confident individuals who are 
able to live a safe and healthy 
life. 
 

A synoptic task, it links to 
all previous units 1-3, 
links most closely to unit 
2 where we explore 
theories.  



   
 

   
 

• internal forms  
o rational ideology  
o tradition  
o internalisation of social 

rules and morality 
• external forms  

o coercion   
o fear of punishment  

• control theory  
o reasons for abiding by 

the law 
 

- Understand different forms of 
social control with reference to 
theory.  
  
Synoptic links: Students will need to 
relate their understanding to 
theoretical knowledge acquired 
through Unit 2. They should also be 
able to apply their understanding to 
situations studied in Units 1, 2 and 
3. 

to society’s norms and 
values.   

also understand the benefits 
of social control.  

Links closely to Sociology 
and Psychology subjects.  

2.2 Discuss the 
aims of 
punishment 

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to: 
 
- Discuss the aims of punishment 
including:  
• retribution  
• rehabilitation  
• deterrence  

o prevention of 
reoffending  

o deterrence of others 
from committing similar 
crimes  

Students to gain an 
understanding of the 
many reasons why we 
commit those to 
punishments.  

We will look at different 
countries and their forms of 
punishments to see their aim 
of punishment through this. 
And whether their aim is 
successful or not. E.G. 
Compare the USA model 
(Punishment) to the 
Norwegian model 
(Rehabilitation).  

Students will be responsible 
citizens who can recognise 
factors that affect individuals. 
 

Synoptic links with Unit 2 
linking the theories to 
aims of punishment.  
Also links to subjects such 
as politics and sociology.  



   
 

   
 

• public protection  
• reparation 
 
- Explain each of the aims of 
punishment.  
  
Synoptic links: Students should be 
able to consider these aims in the 
context of the criminological 
theories learned in Unit 2. 

2.3 Assess how 
forms of 
punishment meet 
the aims of 
punishment  

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to:  
 
- Assess how the forms of 
punishment meet the aims of 
punishment including:  
• imprisonment  
• community  
• financial  
• discharge 
 
- Assess how different forms of 
punishment meet the aims of 
punishment.  
  

Synoptic links: Students should be 
able to draw on their learning 
developed in Units 1, 2 and 3 in 
order to make objective evidence-
based conclusions. 

Students need to 
develop skills of 
assesses punishments to 
the aims of punishments. 
Do they match up? How 
can these change over 
time? How does politics 
get involved?  

Everything that the students 
are learning here is linked to 
the real world. What other 
parts of society have an 
impact on the aims of 
punishment? E.G. Government 
manifestos? Funding?  

Students will be responsible 
citizens who can recognise 
factors that affect individuals. 
 

Synoptic task, linking all 
previous units so that 
students can reach an 
objective conclusion.  
Links closely to other 
subjects including politics, 
law and sociology.   

3.1 Explain the 
role of agencies in 
social control 

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to:  
 
- Explain the role of agencies in 
social control. 

Students will need to be 
able to identify 
agencies involved with 
social control and 

Links to how in real life 
agencies and job roles linked 
to crime.   

Students will be responsible 
citizens who can recognise 
factors that affect individuals. 
 

Links closely to Unit 3, so 
synoptic content.   



   
 

   
 

Role: 
• aims and objectives  
• funding  
• philosophy  

working practices  
o types of criminality  
o types of offenders  
o reach (local, national)  

Agencies: 
• government-sponsored 

agencies  
o police  
o CPS  
o judiciary 
o prisons  
o probation  

• charities  
• pressure groups 
 
- Identify agencies involved with 
social control and explain their role 
in achieving social control.  
  
Synoptic links: Students can apply 
their understanding from Unit 3 to 
this criterion. 
 

explain their role in 
achieving social control. 

3.2 Describe the 
contribution of 
agencies to 
achieving social 
control 

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to:  
 
- Describe the contribution of 
agencies to achieving social control 
including:  
• tactics and measures used by 

agencies  
o environmental  

In the exam students 
may need to describe 
the contribution of 
agencies with the aim to 
achieve social control.  

Links to real world, we will 
assess the advantages and 
disadvantages of these 
tactics used in the UK.  

Students will be responsible 
citizens who can recognise 
factors that affect individuals. 
 

Knowledge needed for 
exam, links to all 
previous units, students 
should apply their 
understanding of the 
following to the role of 
the different agencies: 



   
 

   
 

 design  
 gated lanes  

o behavioural  
 ASBO  
 token 

economy  
o institutional  
o disciplinary 

procedures  
 rule making 
 staged/phase

d  
• gaps in state provision 
 
- Understand the range of 
techniques used by the agencies 
and be able to examine their 
contribution.  
  
Synoptic links: Learners should apply 
their understanding of the following 
to the role of the different agencies:  
• policy and campaigns from Unit 

1  
• criminological theories from 

Unit 2  
• the processes used to bring an 

accused to justice in Unit 3. 
3.3 Examine the 
limitations of 
agencies in 
achieving social 
control 

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to:  
 
- Examine the limitations of 
agencies in achieving social control 
including:  
• repeat offenders/recidivism  

Students need to be 
able to examine the 
limitations of agencies 
of social control, in 
relations to many 
factors.  

Allows students to be critical 
of agencies of control used in 
the UK and to recognise them 
in real life situations.  

Successful learners who enjoy 
learning, make progress and 
achieve. 

Links closely to Sociology 
and Politics.  



   
 

   
 

• civil liberties and legal 
barriers  

• access to resources and 
support 

• finance  
• local and national policies  
• environment  
• crime committed by those with 

moral imperatives 
 
- Understand the limitations of 
social control agencies and able to 
examine the implications of these 
limitations.  
 

3.4 Evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
agencies in 
achieving social 
control 

After studying this Topic, students 
will be able to:  
 
- Evaluate the effectiveness of 
agencies in achieving social control 
including: 
• government sponsored 

agencies  
o police  
o CPS  
o judiciary  
o prisons  
o probation  

• charities   
• pressure groups 
 
- Draw together their learning to 
evaluate the success or failure of 
agencies in achieving social control.  
  

Students will conclude 
this A-level with strong 
evaluative skills to gain 
in-depth understanding 
of our justice system and 
how it can or fails to 
achieve social control of 
UK citizens. Students will 
need to use previous 
knowledge from 3.1 
Examine information 
for validity and to use 
key terms such as Bias, 
validity... 

The issues they will be 
looking at are real life 
situations and problems. If 
students can identify issues 
and interpret data, they will 
be able to have in-depth 
conversations about the 
research and educate those 
around them.   

Responsible citizens who 
continue to make a positive 
contribution to society 
 

Uses many skills 
desirable for university 
courses, having an in-
depth knowledge of 
Validity and bias etc will 
give students a ‘step up’ 
to carrying out their own 
research and the skills to 
evaluate research.  



   
 

   
 

 

Synoptic links: Students should apply 
the skill they developed in Unit 3 to 
evaluate information in terms of:  
• bias  
• opinion  
• circumstances  
• currency  
• accuracy.  
 
The types of evidence, as set out in 
Unit 3, include:  
• evidence  
• trial transcripts  
• media reports 
• judgements  
• Law Reports. 
 

Preparing for the 
Unit 4 exam 

Preparing for the Unit 4 exam 
 

After studying this Topic, 
students will be able to: 
  
Be prepared for the unit 
4 exam 
 

Prepares students for future 
examinations 

Successful learners who enjoy 
learning, make progress and 
achieve. 
 

Students if they chose to 
go on to further 
education will be able to 
use terms correctly, such 
as validity and accuracy. 
Useful if students chose a 
University path.  
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