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Ralph Thoresby School 

Wider opening from 15th June 2020 

A guide for Year 10 and Year 12 students, 
parents and staff 

 
Introduction: 

Following the extraordinary circumstances of the Covid-19 outbreak, the school has been closed to the majority of 
students since 20th March 2020. On the advice of the government, we are now opening to a wider group of students 
from 15th June, although our online learning offer remains our primary form of education at this time. The aim of this 
guide is to provide a summary of the information you will need to ensure that we make the wider opening of Ralph 
Thoresby School a success for all concerned. This guide is supported by a number of more detailed documents and 
policies, including a full risk assessment, which have been agreed and underwritten by the school’s Governing Body. 

Who will be returning to school from 15th June? 

The school will remain open, as it has been throughout, for the children of key workers and the most vulnerable. If 
you wish to register for this service, further details are available on the school website. 

From 15th June we are providing subject study days for all Year 10 and Year 12 students on a rota basis. As per the 
government guidance, we can only allow up to 25% of these year groups into school at any one time. We will be in 
touch with Year 10 and Year 12 students again during the week beginning 8th June with details of your specific 
timetable. Years 7, 8 and 9 will not be returning to the school building during this academic year. 

Online learning: 

Online learning remains the main vehicle for curriculum delivery for all year groups. Students should make sure 
that they attend all TEAMS online lessons and follow their timetables as far as possible. Students should make sure 
that they communicate with their teachers regularly, to ensure that they are making the most of their time. Should 
students require support, they should email their teachers who will be on hand to support them (email addresses 
can be found on the school website). Even though some Year 10 and 12 students will be coming into school for face 
to face teaching at certain times, they will still need to focus on their online learning each day. When students are in 
school, there will be an opportunity during the day to continue with online learning. Students should stick to the 
deadlines, as outlined in each subject work summary, and make sure that they email their teachers with their work 
at the specified time. 

The timetable for wider opening: 

Year 10: 

Year 10 students will be split into 4 groups of no more than 45 students and each group will spend a minimum of 4 
days in school to catch up with subject teachers, review work completed online and set tasks for the remainder of 
the school year. This should help Year 10 students stay on track for exams in 2021. We will contact families with 
details of when we would like to see students in school. Each group of 45 will be split into subject classes of no more 
than 9 students. 

The revised timetable for Year 10 students will operate as follows: 

• Students should arrive at school between 9.15am and 9.45am – a free breakfast is provided. 
• All sessions will run in accordance with strict hygiene and social distancing protocols. 
• Most students will only attend for four days – Monday to Thursday. We will ask the first group of students 

(Group A - attending from 15th June) to return on subsequent Fridays for further support. 
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  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  
(school only open 
to key students for 
catch-up work and 
support – Group A) 

09:00  Staff briefing  
09:15  Breakfast provided  
09:45  
Session 1  Assembly 

Well-being support  

 
Maths 

  
Option D English Tutorial/mentor 

session  

11:30  Lunch group 1  On-line learning group 2 
12:00  On-line learning group 1  Lunch group 2 
12:30 
Session 2  Science 

 
Option C 

  
Option B Option A Assembly 

Well-being support 

14:15  End of school  
  
Year 12  
 
Year 12 students will have a programme of subject study days running from 10:00 am to 12:30pm each day for four 
weeks with a break at 11:15-11:30 if required. The programme is outlined below: 
 
Mon 15.06  Tues 16.06  Weds 17.06  Thurs 18.06  Fri 19.06  
English comb PBH/LH  Sport   

SH/AR  
Further Maths SG  Child Dev   

JT  
Photo   
RJ  

Art   
SK/AG  

      Further Maths SG  Economics   
PAJ  

Product Des   
RM/APS *12:00  

           

 
Mon 22.06  Tues 23.06  Weds 24.06  Thurs 25.06  Fri 26.06  
History REL/RPW  Digital Media 

AMG/ET  
Maths   
AC/SG  

H&SC   
JT/RV  

Biology   
RWI/RG  

Btec Bus   
MHK  

Maths   
AC/SG  

   History REL/RPW  Applied science CAG  

Product Des   
RM/APS *12:00   

UCAS launch  
JT  

      Music   
SJH  

 
Mon 29.06  Tues 30.06  Weds 01.07  Thurs 02.07  Fri 03.07  
English comb PBH/LH  Sport   

SH/AR  
Core Maths CSW/BK  Child Dev   

JT  
Photo   
RJ  

Art   
SK/AG  

UCAS launch  
JT   

Further Maths SG  Further Maths SG   Economics   
PAJ  

Product Des   
RM/APS *12:00  

           

 
Mon 06.07  Tues 07.07  Weds 08.07  Thurs 09.07  Fri 10.07  
History REL/RPW  H&SC   

JT/RV  
Maths   
AC/SG  

Digital Media 
AMG/ET  

Biology   
RWI/RG  

Btec Bus   
MHK  

English comb PBH/LH     Maths   
AC/SG  

Applied science  
CAG  

            Music  
SJH  
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For those students who study subjects at Lawnswood School, lessons will run from 13:00 – 15:00 and a timetable will 
be available next Tuesday 9th June.  

Safety of students and staff: 

We are well aware that returning to school after such a long absence will be an exciting but also daunting prospect 
for many young people. With that in mind, and following the guidance available, we have worked hard to make the 
school safe, clean and welcoming for students and staff. We have worked hard with Leeds City Council to produce a 
detailed Risk Assessment and Site Safety Plan which covers the following key areas: 

• Communication: We will communicate our expectations and protocols around safety to students as soon as 
they return to school. Staff will undergo training before we open to a wider cohort. 

• Hygiene: It is vitally important that all staff and students follow the clear guidance on hygiene, as laid out by 
Public Health England. Simplified versions of guidance on, for example hand-washing will be displayed 
around school. 

• Social distancing: It is vitally important that staff and students adhere to the guidance on social distancing 
and remain 2 metres apart at all times. Clear instructions will be given, backed by clear signage and effective 
staff duty rotas to ensure that this happens. We have adapted the school building to make it easier for staff 
and students to social distance, for example by marking the corridors clearly at 2m intervals, adapting 
classrooms to cater for no more than 9 students at any one time, always 2m apart. 

• If a staff member or student develops symptoms related to Covid-19: We will follow the clear guidance 
given by the government and respond quickly if this situation occurs. Measures will include the immediate 
isolation of anyone reporting symptoms, close liaison with families and engagement with the NHS test and 
trace process. 

• Clinically Extremely Vulnerable staff and students: If you are classed as ‘clinically extremely vulnerable’, you 
will not be asked to attend school. 

• Clinically vulnerable staff and students: Some staff and students may be classed as clinically vulnerable (but 
not clinically extremely vulnerable). Our advice is to seek medical advice and discuss your situation with us. 

• Vulnerable groups: We know that the evidence suggests that some groups (for example BAME people and 
the more elderly) are being disproportionately affected by the virus. We have referred to this issue in our 
risk assessment and made every effort to ensure that the school is as safe an environment as possible for all 
groups of people in our community. Please contact the school to discuss this further if you are particularly 
anxious and would like to talk things through. 

• PPE in school: The government guidance on PPE is clear, ‘wearing a face covering or face mask in schools or 
other education settings is not recommended’. We do have PPE in stock for staff supporting students 
requiring intimate care and also for staff trained in first aid who may be required to support staff or students 
reporting symptoms of Covid-19. 

• Public Transport: Those who do need to travel are being asked to pay by contactless and wear a face 
covering (this is now mandatory), wash their hands before and after their journey and avoid peak times or 
consider cycling and walking as an alternative to using the car or public transport. We will make further 
information about public transport available on our website. 

• Outside of school: School will be a highly regulated, safe and hygienic space for staff and students. It is 
important, however, that we all continue to observe social distancing guidance outside of school. Students 
should make their way to and from quickly and in isolation and avoid gathering in large groups. 

• Remaining in the building: To avoid unnecessary contact with people beyond school, we are insisting that 
staff and students remain on the school premises at all times during the revised school day and only sign out 
for essential reasons, as agreed by the Leadership Team. 

• Personal belongings, equipment and uniform: Please only bring essential belongings and equipment to 
school/work. We are expecting students to be equipped with their own pen. Dress code for all will be non-
uniform and we ask you to maintain sensible standards of dress. This policy will allow for regular clothing 
changes to support hygiene guidance. 

• Up to date medical and well-being information: If your child has had a change of circumstances with 
regards to their health, it is vital that school are informed before they return to school. Please communicate 
this to Mrs McGill or Miss Thomas who will update the school. Likewise, if there has been a change in 
circumstances with regards to your child's welfare (death of a loved one, separation, serious illness etc.), we 
would appreciate being informed of this so that we can offer full support to that student as well. Staff will 
also be keeping the school informed about their circumstances. 
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Student Well-being: 

We want to ensure we support all students to make a smooth transition back into school life. Our pastoral team and 
child protection team will be available to speak to students who feel they may want further support with the 
transition back into school. We are working hard to ensure that our curriculum supports students mental health and 
well-being as they return to school. Each day students will have an opportunity to discuss well-being and we will be 
sharing techniques that students can use at home to support with mental health and well-being. 

Staff Well-being: 

We have been in regular contact with staff through a daily briefing email to ensure all staff feel consulted about the 
reopening of school in a safe way for both staff and students. We have arranged training days to ensure that all staff 
feel comfortable returning to school and have the necessary information and tools to do so in a safe way. We have 
Mental Health First Aid trained staff as well as support for the Leeds HR team we can direct staff to if they need to 
talk to someone. 

Breakfast and lunch: Will be provided free to all staff and students attending. 

Climate for learning: 

It is especially important in these unprecedented times that we continue to offer students the highest standards of 
pastoral care while recognising that we are operating in very different circumstances. We will have a pastoral 
support team on site and we will continue to operate within the spirit of our established behaviour management 
policy. We have developed an appendix to the full behaviour policy which outlines how we will manage specific 
incidents related to Covid-19. This includes the following important paragraph: 

We hope that all students understand and appreciate the seriousness of COVID-19 and the implications this virus can 
have on a person. Therefore, any student that cannot cooperate with our expectations will be managed as per our 
normal procedures. However, if a student continues to make wrong decisions and presents unacceptable behaviour 
that puts the safety of themselves or others at risk, then we reserve the right to have the student collected by parents 
or carers and will continue with home-learning until further notice. This period will be recorded as a formal exclusion 
and will last until the Headteacher decides they can return to face-to-face sessions. 

Attendance: 

We are expecting Year 10 and Year 12 students to be in school during their allocated time. If there is a reason that 
your child cannot attend, it is important that normal attendance procedures are followed which includes contacting 
school and providing a reason for absence. We are required by the Department for Education to record all 
attendance and absence for students and submit this daily with reasons.  

Further information: 

The information in this guide is intended as a summary only. Further information including policies, staff contacts 
and detailed information on areas such as online learning can be found on our website www.ralphthoresby.co.uk 

If you are keen to read the full government guidance on the wider opening, the Department for Education website 
has a wealth of information. As a starting point I would recommend the Parents’ guide: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 

Keeping in touch: 

Although we have attempted to include all the key points about wider school opening, I know you will still have a 
number of important questions and, if this is the case, I would encourage you to get in touch via the following email: 

headteacher@ralpthoresby.com 

As we have done throughout this situation, we want to work with you to ensure that we get this right. The 
community of Ralph Thoresby School have been brilliant throughout these extraordinary times and it’s important 
that we continue to work together to support the education of our young people. 

Stay connected, take care and stay safe, 

Will Carr 

Headteacher 

http://www.ralphthoresby.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
mailto:headteacher@ralpthoresby.com

