
 

25th March 2020 

Update to our operation as a ‘Virtual School’ 

Dear parent/carer, 

I’d like to update you on our work on creating a ‘virtual school’ for students. The following outlines our plans and 

what to expect over the coming weeks.  

Online work plans for students: 

We were originally planning to focus on Y11 and Y13 year groups, with the expectation that they would sit summer 

exams. This has obviously changed, which means we must adapt our plans to support other year groups.  

Our focus will be on the next examined year groups – years 10 and 12. Students in years 7-9 will still receive plenty 

of work to complete, but these students will be required to complete tasks with less direct teacher input. 

Teachers will be planning and preparing resources this week and next, before the planned Easter break. The 

relaunch of our online work will happen on MON 20th April (which was the planned start of term 3). It’s important 

for all staff and students to take a break during the planned Easter holiday. 

Y10 and Y12 students can expect the following: 

 On Microsoft OneDrive*, students will find work and will be expected to follow their normal timetable 

each day 

 There will be a plan of work document that gives an overview for each half term and what will be required. 

This will outline a summary of the work for the half term, for both students and parents. 

 Lessons will be in sequential order and will be uploaded in time for each timetabled lesson 

 There will be indicated 'assessment points' on the plan, which will show students and parents what needs 

to be submitted back to teachers and when this should take place. 

 Lessons will include a short section of teacher instruction via PowerPoint/video/written instructions, then 

the rest of the time will be given over to students working on specific tasks and activities.  

 Some staff may try to use Microsoft teams to run a lesson with students via the Teams conferencing 

option or run a group chat during the timetabled lesson time – to offer support and guidance. 

Y7-9 can expect the same as the above but without full teacher instructional videos / PowerPoints with 

audio/video embedded. Lessons will be accessible via the school website* (see below) We will not use Microsoft 

Teams or group chat communication with these year groups. Students should still try to follow their normal 

timetables as much as possible. Students will produce a ‘single assessment document’ which they will be expected 

to add to each lesson. At a point marked on each subject’s half term plan, students will be required to send their 

single assessment document to their teacher, via email. There are also ‘additional learning’ resources (see below) 

that can be accessed should students require other activities to complete during this extended period of time 

away from school. More guidance will follow in due course. 

 

 



 

WEBSITE: Temporary Virtual School 

Please be sure to continually check this section of our website. Go to www.ralphthoresby.com and scroll down 

until you get to the following buttons:   

Teachers are contactable via email - for a 

full list of staff email addresses, please 

click on the ‘Latest Updates’ tab. 

This will be very different for a lot of 

students and obviously students will not 

receive as much assessment and feedback 

as they normally would do at school. 

Please also remember that many of our 

staff are looking after children of their own and have limited capacity to give as much support as they would 

usually like to give.  

We know that this will be a challenging time for all, so please have a look at our Student Welfare section in the 

virtual school. Here you will find many resources to help students maintain a healthy lifestyle whilst we are closed. 

*I will be creating some guidance videos to show students and parents how to login to their office 365 accounts, 

how to use OneDrive, how to find office products such as Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and how to download these 

products to personal devices. All students in school have access to download the full suite of Office products, 

which will be explained in the guidance videos.  

Key worker school places: 

Please use the link below to book your child into school for W/C 30th March. This is only accessible to parents who 

are key workers, as stated by the government.  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/85GJ99K 

Scam emails: 

It appears that a number of scam emails are circulating at the moment stating:  “if your child’s school is closed 

and your child is entitled to free school meals; then to send your bank details to the school and they will help 

you with funding while schools are closed.” Please be vigilant when receiving such emails. 

Y10/12 work experience: 

Work Experience will not go ahead this year as planned. If you complete a course at that requires an element of 

WEXP please don’t worry, your teachers will make new arrangements when we return to school.  

As always, thank you for your continued support during this challenging time for us all. 

Yours faithfully,  

 

Steve Hackshaw - Senior Assistant Headteacher 

http://www.ralphthoresby.com/

