
 

 

                                                                                                           

                                                                                                  Wednesday 17th July 2019 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

I am delighted to be able to invite your child to participate in a prestigious Arvon Creative Writing 
Residential, in the beautiful Shropshire countryside. The residential, held at the former home of the late, 
critically-acclaimed playwright John Osborne, will take place between Monday 3rd and Saturday 8th 
February 2020. It will provide pupils with the chance to work with two published authors, learning the craft of 
professional writing, and picking up valuable tips for developing their own sense of style and flair in a crucial 

academic subject.  

 

This unique opportunity includes five nights’ accommodation, all meals included, in a manor house in rural 
Shropshire, surrounded by idyllic scenery. Centre staff will be on hand to help provide meals, which cater for a 
full range of dietary requirements, in a relaxed environment, offering dormitory accommodation and cafeteria-
style dining, designed to further develop the collaborative ethos of the experience. In addition to daytime 
workshops, with experienced, published authors (names yet to be confirmed by the venue), pupils will be given 
the opportunity to take part in nature walks, and have some free time, fully supervised, to enjoy their tranquil 
surroundings.  

 

Due to the size of the venue, this opportunity is strictly limited to 16 pupils, at a cost of £379 per pupil. 
This includes not just the cost of the 5 day residential, but coach travel to and from the Arvon Centre. It should 
be noted that due to financial constraints we are unable to assist with the cost of places this year however, if 

you would like to discuss an extended payment plan, please do get in touch. 

 

Because this is such a sought-after writing programme, acceptance onto the trip will be considered only for 
pupils who have demonstrated exemplary behaviour this academic year. It is also essential that participants are 
willing to work to produce writing of high standard, and are happy to share their work with the group.  

 

As spaces are strictly limited, we will be allocating on a first-come, first-served basis. If you would like to reserve 
a place, please email me paul.padmore@ralphthoresby.com with confirmation of your child’s details (Name, Year 
Group) and a commitment to pay the deposit of £60 before 7th September 2019 and the balance of £319 by 8th 
November 2019.   

 

If you have any further queries about the trip, feel free to contact me, in advance of the deadline date, on the 
email address below. I hope to welcome your child for what is sure to be an enriching and enjoyable week! 

       

Yours sincerely, 

 

Paul Padmore 

(Assistant Head of English) 

paul.padmore@ralphthoresby.com  
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