
 

Dear parent/carer, 

 
We have applied to become an RSL approved centre to deliver the RSL Level 3 music practitioner 
vocational course from 2019 onwards. 

The course is called the subsidiary diploma course and is worth the equivalent of 1.5 A levels. You 
can find more information here: https://www.rslawards.com/vocational/ 

 
The beauty of the course is that there are many different unit options available to us, which will 

enable us to craft a bespoke learning programme, that will excite and motivate the students. One of 
the biggest drivers of the course is to ensure that links to industry and created. We will aim to 

incorporate an element of this into each unit that we deliver. I plan to take the students to visit 
professional working music studios; invite visiting professionals into school; work with session 
musicians; experience a professional theatre pit band working and hopefully many more 

opportunities.  
 

Vocational courses offer wide-ranging opportunities for all students and with students gaining 1.5 A 
levels (equivalent) it will really help with UCAS applications to university. Vocational courses, by 

nature, are incredibly hands-on and practical, which is how music courses should be! We will also 
ensure that appropriate music theory and analysis units are included so that all students receive a 

well-rounded music study programme. On the reverse of this letter you will find a list of all the units 
we can choose from. There are 2 mandatory units that the students will have to study, but we will get 
to choose 4-5 other units from the lists. 

 
I truly believe that the course will enable our students to become better, more proficient musicians 

with practical experience that will enable them to progress to further education.  
I have checked with UCAS, and RSL qualifications are included, as well as being included in school 

performance tables – this means that they have been subjected to the same rigorous quality 
assurance processes that other vocational courses, such as BTECS, as well as A levels themselves.  
 

Whilst I am certain that this is the right qualification for our students, it would also be prudent to 
check with universities, themselves, about their entry requirements for music (if your child is thinking of 

taking music further, post 16). I am happy to enquire, on your behalf, to specific universities, please 
just email me with your requests at shackshaw@ralphthoresby.com 

 
Best wishes 

Steve Hackshaw 
Assistant Headteacher 
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