
History Fact file  

Norman Conquest 

Why did William win the Battle of Hastings? 

The Battle of Hastings was fought on October 14th 1066. William, Duke of Nor-

mandy, was a skilled and experienced military leader. His troops, with both infan-

try and cavalry, were feared and respected. He had fought and defeated the king 

of France in 1054 and 1057. William did not believe in being merciful to those 

who fought against him.  

His soldiers were well trained and well equipped. They wore chain mail armour 

which gave them much protection. His cavalry rode specially bred horses which 

could carry the weight of these horse soldiers and still ride at speed. Harold's ar-

my was made up of a mixture of professional soldiers that were Harold's body-

guards, and men who had been collected on the march south from Stamford 

Bridge to Sussex. After his desperate march south, Harold set up his defence on 

Senlac Hill.  

The English broke down their shield wall to chase after retreating Normans. Why 

did they do this? It is possible that the men who did this were the peasants in 

Harold's army who saw a chance to get horses, weapons etc. Some historians be-

lieve that William ordered his men to 'retreat' - an old Norman trick to move their 

enemy out of heavily fortified places - so that the shield wall would be broken. 

The Normans then simply regrouped at the bottom of Senlac and charged at the 

English. Without the protection of the shield wall, the English were helpless. 

How did William keep control? 
1– He crushed any opposition to his rule. After the battle as William 
advanced to London to be crowned King, he passed through many 
towns and killed anyone who spoke out against his rule. 
 
2– The Harrying of the North. In response to a larger uprising, William 
ruthlessly slaughtered hundreds of people across the North of Eng-
land, even destroying their farms to stop them resisting later. 
 
3– Domesday Book. William sent advisors out to record EVERYTHING 
in the Kingdom. This could be used to raise taxes 
 
4– Castle building. William gave land to his knights round the country 
and they built castles to dominate the land.  Firstly Motte and Bailey 
Castles, later the defences improved and Stone Keep and Concentric 
Ring castles were built from stone. 

 

Key Events 
 

1065 Harold Godwinson meets 

William, Duke of Normandy. Did 

they agree William should be the 

next King? 

 

1066-  

Jan 4th Edward the Confessor  

(King of England) dies. 

 

Jan 6th Harold Godwinson, Ear l 

of Wessex crowned King 

 

April Haleys Comet seen– a sign 

to one army? 

 

July Godwinson gathers his army 

in the  South to defend against Wil-

liams invasion 

 

September Harald Hardrada, 

King of Norway, invades in the 

North 

 

Sept 25th– Battle of Stamford 

Bridge. Harold G defeats Harald H 

near York. 

 

Sept 27th William sets sail to in-

vade in the South 

 

October 1st, Harold hears news 

of Williams invasion, starts mark-

ing 200 miles south. 

 

October 14th, William defeats 

Harold in the Battle of Hastings. 

 

1067– William starts building Cas-

tles to control the English 

 

1068– Rebellion in the North is put 

down– the Harrying of the north 

 

1086– Domesday Book completed 

 


