
Key words/terms 

Chronology Placing events at the right points in time. For exam-

ple, World War One began in 1914. 

Propaganda  Information used to persuade or manipulate. In 

WW1 it was used to persuade men to join the army. 

Trench warfare Using trenches as a means of protection from 

heavy artillery (big guns). This gave a big advantage to the de-

fending side, causing a stalemate. 

Conscription From 1916 the number of volun-

teers was declining. The government compelled 

men between the ages of 18 and 41 to join the 

military. 

The Western Front—The name given to the 

fighting zone mainly in France. The zone started 

in the North at the Chanel and run through Bel-

gium, ran all across France to Switzerland in the 

south. (see map on page 2) The western front 

was a line of trenches and fortifications.  

Germany fought the war on two fronts.  They 

fought Russia in the east and Britain and France 

in the west.  

 

Key Factors 
Technology One of the factors that made WW1 so different from earlier wars was the 
use of modern technology on a massive scale. Machine guns, artillery and aircraft made 
defensive positions difficult to attack and casualties high. 
 
Total War  Although most of the casualties were sol-
diers, sailors and airmen, WW1 affected the lives of civil-
ians enormously. They built the weapons in factories, dug 
the coal that provided the energy and were the wives, fa-
thers, mothers, sons and daughters of those who fought 
and died. In some cases, particularly in Belgium, their 
homes were bombed and destroyed. 

Key Events 
1914  World War One breaks out 

 

1916 The Battle of the Somme. 60,000 Brit-

ish casualties on the first day. 

 

1917 Russia leaves the war and the US joins 

 

1918 On 11th November an armistice was 

signed between the warring nations.  

 

1919 The Versailles Peace Settlement. Ger-

many was forced to accept some very harsh 

terms. 

History Fact file 1-WWI 

Explanation 
Although the number of deaths in WW1 was probably less than the number in WW2, WW1 is 
regarded as one of the most brutal wars ever fought. This is due to the way that it was fought. 
 
Traditional methods of attack were largely ineffective against modern weapons that gave a big 
advantage  to defensive positions. Machine guns and  field guns were used to prevent the enemy 
from reaching trenches that were fortified with barb wire and sand bags. This made the ‘no-
man’s land’ between the two lines of trenches almost impenetrable.  
 
The Battle of the Somme in 1916 is a perfect example of  the way that a WW1 battle was fought. 
The British forces pounded the German trenches with heavy artillery for a week. This was fol-
lowed by  a massive infantry assault. Unfortunately  this didn’t work.  



Naff Joke (courtesy of Horrible Histories) 
Why is history the fruitiest subject at school? 

It’s full of dates. 
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWWsomme.htm 

This is the western front in 

WWI. Look at the key 

An American propaganda poster that 

Recruitment posters and Anti-German propaganda 
The British did not introduce conscription until 1916. Until then they relied on young men vol-

unteering to join the forces. One reason that so many young men were prepared to volunteer 

was due to propaganda. 

 

All governments exaggerated stories about the enemy or simply lied. For example,  common 

story in all allied countries was that the Germans had deliberately killed babies when they in-

vaded Belgium. Historians have not been able to find any evidence that this happened. At the 

time, people believed it was true. 

 

Governments used information like this to encourage people to hate their enemies and to en-

courage young men to fight them. 

The Christmas Truce 1914 
The "Christmas truce" is a term used to describe a series of unofficial cessations of hostili-

ties that occurred along the Western Front during Christmas 1914. World War One had been 

raging for several months but German and Allied soldiers stepped out of their trenches, 

shook hands and agreed a truce so the dead could be buried. The soldiers also used that truce 

to chat with one another and, some claim, even play a football match. Unofficial truces be-

tween opposing forces occurred at other times during World War One but never on the scale 

of that first Christmas truce. Similar events have occurred in other conflicts throughout his-

tory - and continue to occur. 

Trenches and Conditions Key word: 

Rats, Gas, Rations, Shell Shock, Mud, Shells, Barbed Wire, Dug Out, Fire Step,  

Periscope, Camaraderie, Boredom, Lice, Sand Bags, Trench Foot, No Mans Land, 

Over The Top, Craters, Duck Boards.  

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWWsomme.htm

