
History Fact file  

The Reformation to the Civil War  

Key words 
Chronology Placing events at the right points in time. For ex-

ample, Henry VIII became king in 1509. 

 

Roman Catholic The Christian Church that almost all British 

were part of in 1500. 

 

Protestant The new Christian Church that was born during 

the sixteenth century. 

 

Reformation The name used by historians for the reli gious 

changes that happened. 

 

Puritan Strict Protestants who wanted to ‘purify’ the Church 

of England by getting rid of anything that reminded them of the 

Catholic Church  

 

Persecution Singling people out because of their beliefs. 

 

Armada The large fleet of ships that Philip of Spain attempted 

to invade England with. 

 

Civil War A war that’s fought between people from the same 

country. The English Civil War was fought between the support-

ers of King Charles I and the supporters of parliament. 

Key People 
Elizabeth I-Sometimes referred to as Gloriana because of the suc-
cess of her reign. She defeated the Spanish Armada, guaranteed that 
England would remain a Protestant country and  beheaded Mary. 
 
Philip II of Spain The man who launched the Armada and attempted 
to invade England. 
 
Charles I-Believed that he should only answer to God. This meant 
that he constantly fell out with parliament which led to the civil war. In 
1649 he lost his head. 
 
Oliver Cromwell Became one of parliament’s leading commanders in 
the civil war. He was one of the main people who encouraged parlia-
ment to execute Charles. Ironically he became Lord Protector (a bit 
like a King) in 1650 

Key Events 
 

1509 Henry VIII becomes 

King 

 

1517 Martin Luther lists his 

complaints about the   Catho-

lic Church in Wittenberg, 

Germany. 

 

1535 Henry VIII declares 

himself the leader of the 

Church of England. 

 

1547 Henry VIII died. 

 

1558 Elizabeth I became 

Queen. She made the church 

in England Protestant. 

 

1586  Margaret Clitheroe was 

executed 

 

1587  Mary Queen of Scots 

was executed 

 

1588 The Spanish attempted 

to invade England and failed 

 

1603 James VI of Scotland 

becomes James 1 of England 

 

1625  Charles I becomes King 

 

1642 The English Civil War 

starts 

 

1649 Following the end of the 

civil war, Charles I is exe-

cuted for treason 

 

1650 Oliver Cromwell be-

comes Lord Protector 



Overall explanation 
As well as being a period of religious change, this was the age 
when England began to become more wealthy and important in 
the world. 
 
Henry VIII  set up the Church of England. This caused lots of prob-
lems for decades to come. Elizabeth had to deal with Catholic 
plots and rebellions, but also threats from powerful enemies like 
France and Spain.  
 
This was the period in which England began to become a naval 
power. The defeat of the Armada helped with this. 
 
It was a tough time for ordinary people. There were major reli-
gious changes that disrupted their lives but England experienced 
something much worse than that between 1642 & 1649.  
 
The Civil War was fought between the supporters of Charles I and the supporters of parliament. It led to a situation 
in which members of the same family became enemies on the battlefield. Battles were fought all over the British 
Isles. There were at least two in the Leeds area. One was fought at Seacroft 
and one was fought in what is now Scotthall. 
 
Parliament was victorious and one of the most controversial figures in Brit-
ish history became the only Head of State that we’ve had who wasn’t of 
royal blood-Oliver Cromwell. He’s been regarded as a hero by supporters of 
parliament. However, in 1660, when the monarchy was restored , his body 
was dug up and his head put on a pole. 

The English Reformation-Explanation 
Henry VIII split from the Roman Catholic Church in 1535, partly because he wanted to divorce his first wife 
Catherine of Aragon so that he could marry Anne Boleyn. However, Henry had other reasons for wanting 
to get rid of the Pope’s influence in England. One reason was power. Henry wanted power over the church 
and  making himself the head of the church would solve this problem. Another reason was to do with 
money and land. The church  was very wealthy and owned massive amounts of land. Henry could use this 
wealth to pay off his debts  and gain new supporters by giving them land. 

The Spanish Armada-Explanation 
The defeat of the Armada has been interpreted in two main ways. The Spanish have tended to blame the 
weather conditions which destroyed many of the ships off the coasts of Scotland and Ireland.  The English 
claimed that their victory was due to their superiority. 
 
The English were far better prepared than the Spanish. Their ships were smaller, faster and more manoeu-
vrable . The English guns were also designed to be used at sea, making them more accurate and quicker to 
reload.  
 
Leadership was another important factor. The English had experienced commanders like Sir Francis Drake. 
The Spanish  also had some able captains, but their leader, the Duke of Medina-Sidonia had never been to 
sea before. 
 
The weather clearly played an important part. After the Spanish left the port at Calais the strong winds 
made it impossible for them to get past the English. They then went north, where many of the ships were 
destroyed in storms of the coasts of Scotland and Ireland. 


