
Year 8 Geography Exam – Revision Guide 

Coasts  

Three key processes take place in the coastal zone: 

Erosion - Waves can erode the coastline in a similar way to the water in rivers. This usually 

occurs when the sea takes lots of energy from the power of destructive waves. 

Transportation - The movement of eroded material up and down, and along the coast. 

Deposition - When the sea loses energy, it drops the sand, rock particles and pebbles that it 

has been carrying, depositing them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Erosion at Happisburgh 

 Population of approximately 850. 
It is one of the fastest eroding 
areas in the world. 

 1958 with revetments which 
reduced the amount of erosion to 
about 50 cm a year. In 1995 the 
council stopped repairing the 
coastal defences - the rate of 
erosion accelerated. 

 Since then, 25 properties and the 
village's life boat launching 
station are gone. The houses 
were worth £80,000 when the 
coast was defended - now valued 
at £1. 

 The government has refused to 
protect Happisburgh because it is 
less valuable than the cost of the 
defences to protect it.

 



 

Ecosystems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plant adaptations in the 
rainforest 

Animal adaptations in the 
rainforest 

Plants grow big, thick leaves with 
drip tips and waxy surfaces to allow 
water to drain quickly to prevent 
rotting. 

Active all year round 
 

Some plants called ‘epiphytes’ are 
flowering plants which grow on 
tree trunks and branches to get 
light.  

Camouflaged or stand out 
 

Carnivorous plants are meat-
eating plants that attract insects 
using smelly nectar and then trap 
them. 

Able to live in the trees 
 

Rainforest soils are poor and most 
nutrients are in the top layers, so 
roots are generally shallow but are 
strong to support big trees. 

See in low levels of light 
 

 Poisonous 

 Very able at 
jumping/climbing/hearing 

Tropical rainforests are found between the Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn, 23.5° north and south of 

the Equator. 

The tropical rainforest contains far more species of plants 

and animals than any other biome. They cover 

approximately six per cent of the Earth's surface, and 

because they get 2,000 mm of rain per year and 

temperatures range from around 27 to 32°C, conditions are 

wet and hot all year round so it is a good environment for 

growth. 

 

 Deforestation of the rainforest 

Deforestation means the removal of trees. It is 
happening at an alarming rate. It is estimated 
that an area of rainforest about the size of a 
football pitch is destroyed each second. 

Causes of deforestation 

 Logging industry 

 Farming (slash and burn) 

 Mining 

 Road building 

 Settlements 

 Dam building (Hydro-electric power) 

 Fuelwood 

Problems of deforestation 

 Less plant and animal species 
- biodiversity. 

 Loss of habitats - places for animals 
to live. 

 Loss of sources of medicine. 

 Soil erosion. 

 Loss of soil nutrients. 

 Silting-up of rivers. 

 Flooding. 

 Global warming and rising sea levels - 
burning trees releases greenhouse 
gases which add to global warming. 
Trees take in carbon dioxide and 
reduce the effects of global warming. 
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